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Chriſtian Reader. 


T was in Obedience to the defire of an Honour» 
I able Friend that this following Diſcourſe was 
written that it was confined to ſuch Marrow 
bounds, and that it is ow pres: He though 
It requiſite that ſuch Catholicks as are not at leaſnt 
zo read Volums of Controverlſies, ſhould be axfteati$, 
bore to | give a rational account to Modern YecuAee;.”. 
Why they are Catholicks: and be thought alſotbat:< 
to juſtifie ſuch their Profeſſion, a long Dilcourle. .. -- 
woxld not be neceſſary- This occaſioned the following. 
Anſwer to tbe Queſtion propoſed in the Title : 
which Anſwer, if rational and ſatisfafory,will pre- 
vent , or. rather determine, all other particular Que» 
{tions abort Religion , the debating of which fu 
niſhes the world with Books to fill greet Libratics 
But what fate ſever ſhall befall ths Anſwer inthe 
efteem of Readers, certain it is that the method of. 
it is wnqueſtionably uſeful, by which is ſhewed that +» 
tbe Controverſie about the Churchjs firft of all to 
be ſeriouſly debated :. becauſe what Paxty ſoever ſhall 
be able to give convincing Proots tbaftheir Church 


"To the Chriſtian-Reader. 
is the ſame, or 8 true Member of the ſame Charch 
which we believe in the Creed, ſhall thereby evince 
that all accuſations laid againft ber are falſe and 
growndleſs, and all ſeparation from ber damuable. 
And on the otber fice it will be to no purpoſe to exa- 
mine the Tenets of a Church already prejudged to be 
@ falſe Church, that is, to want the inſeparable 
Marks of a true Church, ſignified by theſe words 
3:2 our Creeds, Once, Holy.Catholique and Apoſio- 
lique Church,denotivg Unity of Faith, Sanity of 
Diſcipline , Univerſality and uninterrupted Suc- 
eeſſion of Teachers and Governors from the Apo- 
files, to be neceſſary Signes of 2 true Church. 

Now for as-mnch as regards the following Dif- 
courſe, if any one ſhall think, fit to undertake 2 Re- 
ply to it, he may pleaſe totake notice, that ( unleſs 
be imtend to make quarrels nſtleſs and endleſs ) the 
only proper Reply will be bjs Anſwer to anotber 
like Queſtion , which be may ſupp:ſe to be propoſed 
5 bim by a Catholique , :3z. How can a Protelt- 
ant think himfelt late in a Congregation which 
never was incorporated in any Church whatſoe- 
ver exiſtent before the (pretended ) Reformation? 
This Quettion, if ſeriouſly and rationally reſolved , 
#nd efpecially if the Reſolution of it be juſtified by 
Authorities of (by us all approved) Ancient Ca- 
tholique Doctors , it will thex only be efteemed of 
conſiderable force againii ths folowing Anſwer to 


+ #beQuettion, Why are you a Catholique ? 


Now in this renewed Impreſſion, the Auihoy 
#-nght expedient that ſuch 2 Second Qu,ttionſhould 
| be 


To the Chriftian Reader. 
be propoſed, as by a Catholique to 2 Proteſtant,” 
demanding reciprocally of him, Why are You @ 
Proteſtant ? To which Queſtion an Anſwer is frams >. 
ed, the moſt ſuitable to Proteltants grounds, that 
the Amtbor could deviſe. 

He is not ignorant that bis faſhi:n of writing 
Controverhes Dialogue-wiſe 3s oft ob;oxzous to 
exceptions,and not unjuſt ſuſpicions of partiality and 
prevarication , For indeed we. ſometimes ſee Dia- 
logues, i which the Authours, (who may make 
their pretended Adverſaries to fpeak as they them- 
ſelves pleaſe) do put fooliſh Anſwers into tbeir 
months, and then laugh at them, preſuming therc« 
by to bave gained a Vittory. 

But ſuch a poor ſhift as this the Authour proteſts 
_ The allegations againſt the Roman Church 
brought in by the Proteſtant, are, in the Authours 
opinion, the maſt conſiderable that are to be found a- 
2g Proteliant Controvertilis, which allegations 
he is permitted alſoto deliver 12 2 ſtile, for its ſharp- 
neſs, becoming a Proteſtant now a la Mode. True 
zt is, the Authour could not prſibly make bim an- 
ſwer p:riineatly, and directly to the Queſtion. 
But whoſe fault is that ? No ſuch Anſwer, with tc 
lerable ſatisfattion, as fur as the Authour could ig- 
form bimſclf, <auld be found in rerum natura. = 

Norv if any Proteliant Reader ſpall diſlike theAu- 
thour's zxtroducing bis Proteſtant ſome times,relent- 
mnggr convinced that ſim? Catholique DoQtrines are 
209 oft falſly&-m aliciouſly repreſented by Adverlaries, 
the Authaurs excuſe mult be, that be having accord- 
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To the Chriftian Reader. 
ing to bis conſcience demonſtrated ſos much, bus duty 
was to ſhew bis Adverſary a rational , honeft man, 


that is, ſuch a one as will bc ſatisfied with reaſon : 
and indeed with no other is be willing to treat. 


However, if this do not content the Reader, be 


may do well to frame a better Proteftant Anſwer to 
tbe general Qyeltion [ Why are you a Proteſtant? ] 
Bn except ſuch bis Anſwer be indeed preciſely per- 
tinent, and proper to the clearing bs Church from 
tbe Charge of Schilm, either by ſhewing that (he is 
indeed a true Member, incorporated into the Body 
ef the Catholique Church, belreved #1 oxnr Common 
Creed 3 Or thas ſheis innocent, and not chargeable 
with Schiſm , thongh ſhe be wot, yea abborrs to be, 
fawic:rperated; be wwld dy much better to ſave bis 
Libonr. No other Anſwer can be pertinent : No ex- 
cerfions int Invetives againit any other Church, 
ex Churches, will be at all to the prrpoſe. - Except 
therefore the pretended-Anſwer be qualified as bath 
been ſaid, he mat eve the preſent Authour leave 
#2 proteſt againit zt , as no An{wer as all : notwith- 
Farding which proteſtation the Proteſtant may, and 
j robably wi!l, take leave to think and proclame it 
#2.1:ſwcravlce 

Now tbe rather to anvite him to undertake ſuch 8 
jt , tbaugh unuſual, and bitherto unprafiiſed 2 
Task, #56 Author des bere freely achnowleds, that 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 
vhat was a principal End of bis Writing and publiſh- 
ing this Diſcourſe : for the truth is, the world bas 
been 200 long, and too much, abuſed with imperti- 
wencies and malicious Buffonries , to the perverting 
of ſouls, encreaſe of Atheilm, and ſhame of ore 
Nation. 

Another conſiderable Motive alſo of compoſing this 
ſhort Diſcourle, was « deſire in the Authour to take 
occaſion to deliver briefly the Catholique Church's 
DoGrines, as they are 1 themſelves , and freed 
fromthe curious fancies of School-men,aud miſprifi- 
ox of SeQarics, to the Glory of God, and the good 
of Souls 


I- 
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Why are you 4 Catholick, ? 
A 
DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN A 


PROTEST ANT 


AND A . 
CATHOLICK, 
$. 1. | 
Proteftant. HT are you a Catbolick? 


Catholick, Becauſe Iam a 

Chriftian. aad by the Rule of Chriſtian' Faith (the 

Apoliles Creed) arn obliged to believe the boly Ca- 
tholick Ghureh: 

Pioz. Did not you believe tht Article —— 

you was a Catholick ? | 


your: not obliged 


A 
WET. 
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2 — Why are you & Catholick 2 

_ Cath. I thought indeed at that time that I had 
believed its but I have found fince that I only 
thought {6. 


Prot. It ſeems then, you do not think that I. 


believe this Article, as well as you. 

\Cath, 1 am fare that by vertue of this Article 
tobe a Proteftant- 

$. 2. Prot. Perhaps we do not agree in the 
ſence of this Article 

Cath. It may well be fo : therefore for a tryal 


give me leave to' propoſe a few Qreſtens to you. 


Prot. Ah, what you pleaſe. 


Cath. Firſt then , when you ſay you belicve the 
Gy Catholick Church, do you not belicve this 


> tv"baune Body, 38 St. Paul cxpreſly teach- 
es, Taying, There is one B:dy, one Spirit, as there is 
one Hope of our cailing , one Lord, one Faith, oxe 
Beptiſm, one God ana Father of all, &c. Ephel.q. 
4-5-6. and as we profeſs in the following Creeds 
of the Church. | 

Prot. Ycs,,4 believe the trac Catholick: Church 
of Chriſt to be one Body. 

$. 3- And do you not further believe, that 
this Church of Chriſt {hall coarmge ove Body till; 
the end of the world? {\N 

- Prot» Yes doubtleſs; for otherwile the time: 

might apme «ig which this Article of our Faith. 
ſhould be falſe : and alſo Chrift's premeſe | That: 


as.” 2 4a. roach. - 


" Why 4re you @ Catholick? 3 


$. 4+ Cath. In profeſling ſuch a Belief of this 
Article, doyou not alſo intend thereby toacknuy- 
ledg your ſelf 2 Member of this oe Catholick 
Church ? 

Prot. Yes, without doubt, 

Cath. You cannot ſurely think ita matter ins 
different whether you be a Member oÞFthis one 
Church, or nct. TY 

Prot. No, by no means: On the contrary I 
acknowledg, that whoſoever is ſeparated from 
this oe Charch of Chrift , and dies in that ſeparas 
tion, cannot be faved. | 

$. 5. Cath. Thus farthen we both agree. Let 
us further, if you pleaſe, conſider, What a Church 
in general 15, I mean a Chriftian Charch. +... 

Prot. I conceive it to be a Soczety of Men ah 
Women publickly protefing that Relcobon whict 
they believe to have been taught by Chrifts 

$. 6. Cath. But every Society thus profeſſings 
i5 it thereby the ſame Church which we ate taught 
fo believe in the Creed? | 

Prot. It is at leaſt a part of that Church. 

Cath. Are then Societies of Hereticks and Sehif- 
maticks part of that oe Church, ſince they alſs 
profeſs the Religion which they believe to have 


| been tavght by Chrift? 


Pha) No : For they cut themſelves off frond 
this ate Charch, either by inverting New and 
J6ctrines, which reuders them Hereticks, 
mnlke a a new Faith : Or by diſobey* 
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£ Why are you a Catholique? 
which renders them Schiſmaticks, that is, Rebels. 

$. 7. Cath. Can any Society be called oxe Bo- 
dy, or Corporation, uulels.it be zxized by common 
received Lars and Governors ? 

Prot. Inow begin to perceive whither you 
would lead me; Therefore IT muſt adviſe well 
let Tengage my (clt too tarr by an haſty anſwer 
to this Queſtion. 

7 Cath. Sir it is-not Vidory, but Truth we now 
regard, Therefore ſpeak not of being engaged, 
but freely recal any Anſwer you have, or ſhall 
give,it you find cauſe. And as for the preſentQueſti- 
on; conſider well what that is which makes a 
Society, as a Kingdom, a Province, an Army, a 
City, a Corporation to become . one Body. - Is it 
riot - an: Obligation impoſed on thoſe who live 
reſpectively in any of theſe, tobe ſubjet to the 
peculiar, Government and Laws there c&abliſhed? 
This appears plainly, in that whereſocver any 
one obſtinatly refules ſuch ſubmiſſion, he is e(- 
teemed and treated as a Rebel, a Fugitive, an 
outlawed perſon, and uttcrly deprived of all Pri- 
viledges and emoluments belonging to the (aid 
Body: -_ 

Prot. This cannot be dcnyed. 


Catb. Apply this then to God's Chureb. $t. | 
Paul fays expreſly,it is oxe Body: your Creed ob- 
liges you tocall it One : The Scripture compares: * 
it to a City at Unity in it ſelf : and to a well or- * 
dered Army with Banners, under which all Sol- | 


dicrs arc reduced in their ranks, - expeQing the 
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Why are you a Catholique ? HS © 
Generals command, ſignifyed by {ubordinate offs 
cers. Such a ſociety is Gods Church: : It is tht, 
Kingdom of Chrift , which it once divided-canno* 
ſtand. But by his promiſe it (and no other King” 
dome befides.it ſhall ſtand for ever 3 & theretoreit 
ſhall never be Dzvided, but all its members ſhall 
continue in their order. Now what makes ſuch 
Order; but ob:dicnce to Government and Laws?. 
Can yoy Imagine any other, excluding this? + 

Prot. I muſt confeſs, I cannot, For it 15 phin, 
that where every one will be a Law to himſelf, 
there &n be no Order nor Unity, - nothing but 
contuſion and endleſs Diviſions. | 

Cath. Hence it follows then, that the Church 
muſt neceſſarily conſiſt of Teachers and Diſciples, 
of Governors and Snbjetts. | 

Prot. That 1s grantcd. | 

Cath. And conf{cquently,that it is a Viſible Socie- 


Prot. True: forotherwiſe none will be able ts 
know whom, or what, to obey : No Socicty.can 
be inviſible to the members of it : and it is not a 
Society,it the Governors or Teachers iu it be invi- 
ſible, and the Laws unknown. : | 

6. 8. Cath. By whom have theſe Teachers and 
Governors been appointed in the Church? 

Prot. St- Paul intorms us, Epheſe4.t1.12hi3s 
ſaying, Chriſt gave ſome Apoſtles , and ſome, Pro- 
pbets, and ſome Evangelijts, and ſome Paſtors mage 
Teachcrs, for the perfeCiing of the Satnts , for #he 
work of the Miniſtery, for the edifying of the Bod, 

| wt 
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6 Why are you a Catholique? 
f Ebrift : Till we all come in the nity of the Faiab 
endof the knowledg of the Son of God wnto a perfed 
manu, &c. So alſo we read in the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews , No man taketh this bonour to bimfelf , 
bus be that is called of God, as wasj Aaron. 
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$. 9. Cath. This being fo, are not they who 
are Diſciples in Gods Church, obliged in conſci- 
ence to believe their Teachers, and Swlyedqs to 
obey their Governors ? 

Prot. Yes, without doubt : But yet with this 
condition , that theſe Teaebers teach tratF, and 
theſe Governors command lawtul things. 

Cath. But is every Swbjeft to be a Fudg whe- 
ther the Dodrine taught-him be true, and the 
thing commanded lawful ? 

' Prot. The Scripture is to be Judg between 
cans | 
Cath. Indeed that which you ſay would be. to 
fomepurpole,it the Seripture could ſpeak and an- 
fwer the Readers zeftions & Doubts,as we two 
can do to one another. But the Scriptare being 
only a Writizg, and by conſequence incapable of 
interpreting its own meaning whenſoever any 
doubt of its true ſence ariſes , if it may be permit- 
ted to evexy Chriſtian to judg of bis Teachers 
Dodrines by examining them by Scriprare, 
the Church may as well be without Teachers. 
 $. 10+ Prot. T know no rem<dy : For lance it is 
evident to us, that there is on Earth no viſible 
infallible Gzide and Interpreter of Scripture , We 
IE | cannot 
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. eannot rely upon any Man, 'or any Society of 


Men, fo as to reniam fecure that they will not 
miſlcad us, either out'of ignorance or Renlat ih 
tereſts. Therefore we muſt leave to all Chriſtians 
s judgment of diſcretion , to diſcern by the Light of 
Gods word, whether their Teacbory guide them in 
the way of Truth, or not. Every one muſt take 
the beſt courſe he can , not to fall into any dan- 
gerous Error. And ſince Eternity depends upon it, 
it is not likely chat mien will wilfully mifinterpret 
Seripture to their own deſtructionz eſpecially in 
Points Fundamentsl, which are {oclearly fet down 
in Scriptsre, that no ſober Enquirer can be mif+ 
taken in them. | | 

Cath. Well Sir, I have at preſent done asking 
©reſtions , and now ( better enabled by what you 
have ſaid ) will endeavor to give you a fuller A*- 
fwer to the Dueftion you propoſed in the begin- 
ning, viz. | * 

Why are you a Catholick ? 

S. 11, Bo oh Sir, I am a Cathdlick becauſe 
I believe that Chrift the Azthor and Finiſher of oxr 
Faith is infinitely both good, wiſe 2nd ommipotent, 


His goodneſs inclined him to come down into this 


world to ſave mankind, by eſtabliſhing a Church 
upon earth, which ſhould remamtill the end of 
the world, and in which the way to Heaven ſhould 
be (o taught, as nut only the Wiſe and Learned, 
but the Poor, Simp!e and Ignorant alſo ſhould 'by 
Faith and- Obedience be made partakers of Eter- 
nal Happineſs. Now his goudaefs having —_ 


: _ 
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by are you 4 Catholick 2 
ed this; his wiſdom enabled. him to appoint w 


and /meexs proper to cffſe&t that his bleſſed De- 
fign\ and onnipotence, to make thole means v fit: 


6. 12. The general efficacious means to accom- 
pliſh this, arc hrſt, The revealing bis whole will to 
his Church? which we acknowledg to be ſuſhcient- 
iy done in Holy Scripture,as to al points abſolute» 
ly neceſſary to Salvation, though in all thoſe 

ozts not fo clearly to every one, that without a 
Teacher their ſenſe; may not be miſtaken : Nei- 
ther doth Scripture make an cxpr« is diſcernment 
of what points are neceſſary. And ſecondly , The 
afſiſting of this his Church with tidely and a con- 
ant performance of her duty in declaring all ne- 
ceſlary Nivine Truth maniteſted to her,taher Sub- 
jets 3 with a command, that all Chrittians ſhould 
obey and ſubmit to what ſhe ſhall teach or en» 
joyn them. 

GeJ1 having, thus revealed hiswhole Will to 
his one Catbalique Church , it neceſſarily and evi- 
dently follows. . x. That Igzorance, or Error, in 
any Points of Chriſtian Dogring neceſſary to 
Salvation, is damnable. 2. That a Separati 
from this one Chureh is dds alſo, . upon 
what pretence foever the ſeparation be made. 

. $+ 1 3-Now toavoid eternal Miſery thus threats 
ned by Error or Schiſm,only one of theſe two ways 
js poſlible. 1. By ones own light to penetrate into 
all Myfieries , ſo as to bz moli firmly afſurcd of a 
right underſtanding of all neceſſary veritics re» 
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vealed by God in Holy Scriptures. 2. Or out of a 
diſtruſt of our own abilities to ſabmit ouir Reaſon 
and internal Aſſent to Authority. The farmer of 
theſe ways, all Sets divided from the Romwn 
Church, ' and among themſelves, do uniformly 
take, being forced hereto by denying any viſible 
Society of men to have any authority obliging the” 
Conſciences of their Subjes : and by conſeqence 
they have all, if any, an cqual Title ( that is in-' 
deed equally none at all ) tochallenge belief, one 
as well as another ; neither can they rati- 
onally, withont deſerting their common Ground, 
condemn, or excommunicate one another. The - 
I ifter way we Cithilicks only tak2, and, as we 
think, prudently and furely. 
$. 14. For Sir, I beſcech you to conſider what 
abuſy, laborious task you have undertaken by 
being a Proteſtant, of what S:& among them fo- 
ever you are. Before you can promiſe tp your 
ſelf any reſt of mind in the Peculiar Fund zmental 
Deftrixes of-your Se, your Contcience mplt fa- 
tisfy you that you have not embraced a Re- 
ligion by hazard, but after a diligent, ſincere and 
efteCtual examination of all the Keaſms and argu- 
ments, not only ot C2thol:cks ſubmitting to Ax- 
thority, but allc of other Sefaries, who proceed= $$ 
ing your way ot intcrpreting Scripture by a pri= 
vate light, do condemn your Dotirixesz or whoſe 
Doftrines ycu condemn. To b:able to do all this, 
how many Volums of C:xtroverſy are you obliged 
to read and examine? Beſides this, it will he ab- 


{olute! 
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ſotately neceſſary that -you be perfeQly ſiudyed 
in all the Books of Scripture , with the beſt Cones 
mentarics on them, both Ancient and Moder 
fince you gronnd your Religion upon a 
ſenſe of Scripture , which perhaps not. any 
of them will allow, and then in equity you 
are to examine their reaſons for it. Now what 


- one mans age Will ſuthce for all this buſineſs, 


though but in one or two Pojnts controverted, & 
though the, party were learned , and had 
never ſo much leaſure ? What then ſhall igzorant 
perſons do, who yet make up the greateft num- 
ber of Chrifti:ns ? What ſhall Trades-wen and 
Day-Laboxrers do, who can ſcarce allow from 
their neceflary Vocations any time at all dayly , 
even to ſay their Prayers ? yet it concerns all theſe, 
upon the venture of Eternal Happineſs or Miſery, 
not to forfake or embrace a Religion without a 
fufhcient Examination made by themſelves of the 

rounds of 1t , fince they are told, and believe it, 
that they muſt truſt to themſclves only becauſe 


" noextirnal: Authority upon Earth can require 


from them: a ſubmiſſion of their judgment, in- 
aſmuch, as according to their general funda- 
mental Polittons , no Aathority 1s anfalible. 

'$. 15+ Now whereas you ſid » That all Fan 
drmental DoArines of Chriſtianity are ſs clearly ſct 
down in Scripture, that no ſober Enquirer can be 
miſtaken in them : 1t this were true, yet fince nei- 


._. ther the Scriptere, nor you your ſelves, do clear- 


ly expreſs which and how many Dottrines are 
fundamental, cvcry titile of Scripture mult be 


hy ape you « Catholick? _ 1x 
read and examined by every one of you, for fear 
a neceſlary Dodrine ſhould chance.to. eſcape you. 
But to demonſtrate the groundleſnefs of that your 
Aſſertion, I deſire you to reflc& on the prodigis» 
ous multiplicity of Se&s {warming in this age, all: 
which ground their Bcliet. upon pretended clear 
Texts of Scripture alone : you wili then fcarce tind 
one Article of Chriſtian Faith excmpted from 
their Diſputes. Thee are not wanting who deny 
the Miſtery of the Holy Trinity , the Divinity and 
Incarnation of our Lord, the Divine Perſonality 
of the Ho'y Ghoſt. Some abſolutely deny Freewill, 
whilit others exalt the power of it fo high, as to 
aſhrm Divine Grace unneceſlary to its belt Oper» 
ations. Some affirm our Nature to be fo incura- 
bly polluted by Origizal $i, as that all the beſt 
ations of the Regencrate are Mertal Sixsz O- 

 thers will acknowledg no Origins! $4 at all. 
Some affirm Baptiſmncccllary to Salvation, even 
of Irfants : Others reject Infant-Bap:iſm : and 
Calviniſts aſſert, that Tyfants without Baptiſm are 
lanctihed by their Parents faith : and that ſome 
Infants dying , though baptized may be damucd. 
Some bzlicve mans Soul to be mortal , and that it 
pcriſheth with the Body, not having any Know- 
ledg or Sentunent after death : Some confine God 
to a determinate place in Hcaven, and alſo deny 
his Preſcience of future Contingents. Lajily ſ.me 
deny an Eternity of tarments in Heli. Surely you 
Will not deuy moſt of theſe to be contrary to Furs 


#:-rental Dofirincs of our Faith : yet all who 
maintain 


Co 
_ 


» EL v3z 


_ aw AA” _ a 5 =» wo 5; 


12: Ihy are you « Catbolick ? 
" mamram rneſe Tenet, and all Sectaries who con- 
tradi them, do ground themſelves upon expreſs 
Scripture , which to you ſeerms ſo clear. You can- 
not be more confident that you have light on the 
true {ence ot Scripture, than-they of a contrary 
ſenle, and only ſelf-love and ſelfe-efteem determine 
both the one and the other. 

Can it then be prudence in any man to hazard 
Eternity upon his own ſence of Scripture , the halt 
of which perhaps he never read? Commonly a 
Text or two concludes every point controverted, 
when perhaps there are twenty. Texts, unconlſt- 
dered by the P2rron, which would re@ity the 
ſence he gave to the former ? Is that Guide to be 
truſted , which has ſeduced ſuch infinite Multi- 
tudes, oppoling , calumniating, and hating one 
another ? All Mankind may be witnels that this 
Private Light hath hitherto never been able to 
contute or undecieve one Sef. In a word, 1s it 
not in effe& an injurious blaſpheming of the 


Goodneſs , Wiſdom and Omnipotence of God to at- | 


tum that he has obliged under penalty of dam- 
nation all Chriftians to wnity of Faity iv all ne- 
ceflary Dotrinesz and alſo that he hath promiſed 
to conlcrve his Church in this Vnity to the end 
of the world : axd 01 the ether fide to affirm with- 
al, that the only Means appointed by him to pro- 
duce this Unity ſhould be a certain Means ot de- 
firoying Unity, and which, if made uſe of by all 
Cbrajizans, the gates of Hell would be too firong 
tor him, ſo that thexe would ſcarce be kett a 
Cburch upon earth. $. 16. 
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$. 16. Truly, Sir, I do not know through 
what SpeZacles you look upon this p_ of 
Proteſtancy , which hath been indeed the conſtant 
Principle of all Ancient>Herjticks. But to me it 
appears molt horribly gaſtly, and only fit to be 
acknowledged the invention of Lcifer, the foul 
Spirit of Pride and contention, who preſents to 
unwary Chriſtia1s once more this fruzt of the Tree 
of the knowledg of good and evil, to be aſpired to 
by our own endeavors, and contrary to Gods ap» 
pointment. ; 
Since therefore ( as hath been ſaid ) there 
are but thoſe two ways to arrive at the knowledg 
of Divine Myſteries contained in Scripture ( yet 
ſo contained as that the Texts in which they 
are contained are {ubje& tobe miſs-underſtood ) 
vize Firſt, A man's own private Reaſon : And Se- 
condly, Authority of Superiors by Gods appoint- 
ment placed in his Chxrch : All the Rezſon Thave 
enforces me to chuſe this latter way, becauſe 
thereby T ſhall avoid inconſtancy, otherwiſe una- 
voidable \ as Iam taught by $:. Paul, who fayes, 
Eph. 4+ 11, 12, &c. That therefore God placed ix 
bis Church Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, Paſtors 
and Take for the edification of the Body of 
Chriſt : a Succeſſion of which is to laſt till we all 
meet in the Unity of Faith, &c. This Almight ' 
God did, ſays he, To the end we ſhould not be like 
children, wavering, and carried about with every 
wind of- Doftrine, through the wickedneſs of men, 
and cunning of ſuch as would cireumvent us with 


—— ON - 
- _— 4 
. 
D_— 


I4 Why are you 4 Catholick 8 
erroxr : the only remedy whereof, in the Apo- 
files jadgment, is, ſubmiſſion to Authority. To 


' which ſubmiſſion alſo I am obliged by an expreſs 


exmmand of God | Obedite prepyfitis weſtris, 8c. ] 
Hzb. 13. 17+ Obey them that are ſet over you, and 
ſubmit your ſelves, for they watch for your ſouls, 
4s they that mrſt give acconnt—- And Reaſon 
thus divincly culightned, obliging me to ſubmit 
to Axthority, 1 ſhould renounce the ſame Reaſox 
uttcrly, if 1 ſhould not prefer that Society which 
( by an evident Succeſſion trom the foreſaid A- 
poſiles and Paſtors ) makes the beſt claim there- 
to.z3 yea, which alone claums an Authority obli- 
ging the - Conſcience, and that 15 the Catbolick, 
Church; tne Authority whereot is evidently the 
greateſt in the world. For. though all divided 
Seas preſume to contend with her for Truth of 
Dofrines, challenging that to themlelves 3 yet 
there is not any one of them which dares aſſume 
to themſclves that eminence of Anthority which 
maniteltly appears m her. And you way know 
this Catholickh Church from others; becauſe it on- 


Y challengeth an univerſal and abfolte,not con- 


1iconal Obedience 3 and you may know the Sons 
of it by their profeſſing to give to the Churches 
MAxtbority fuch Obedience. 
$.17. Now,Sir,confider how agreeable to Gods 
goodweſs and wiſdom, bow ſuitable to humane ca- 
pacities, bow helptal to mens neceffitics is this 
way of grounding our Faith on Gods Word as ine 
terpreted by the Catbolick, Chareb, The far great- 
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eſt partofChriſtians are too weak to maintain Diſs 
putes: yet Gd loves the Poor & Ignorant, at leaſt 
as well as he does the Rich and Learned;and takes 
care to bring them to Happineſs without Learn- 
— of wit,curiolity, and ſtudy of know- 
ledg, Conſequently he has chalked out a way 
to Heaven, in which the Ignorant and Simple 
may walk ſecurely : And in what other way can 
theſe walk, but in that of obediex-e to 4 bority? 
This doubtleſs is that way foretold by he Pro- 
phet, 1/2. 3 5- $- ſaying in Chriſts Kingdom, There 
ſhall be a bigh way--—-and it ſhall becalled a bily 
way. Neo pilluted perſon ſhall paſi thraugh it» 
This ſhall be | to Chriſtians | 2 ſirdght way, ſo thas 
Fools ſhall not err in it. 
Now have Sefaries found out this ſtrgight way 
7n which Fools cannot err? Sefteries, I lay , who 
have framed a confuſed Labyrenth , in which there 
are a thouſand croſs paths and windings, where 
every one wanders, as it were, with a dark Lants 
horn in his hand, and either ſtumbles into, or 
phantaftically chuſes ſuch a path as at the preſent 
pleaſes him beſt, and leaves it alſo when he thinks 


| good, not taking direcion from any other, or 


not much caring for ſuch direQions. By this 
means we ſee how that not onlyFools and Igno- 
rant, but even the moſt Judictous amongſt Sefia- 
ries, following their own light, do. walk all 
their lives, iu quite contrary ways, yet all belic> 
ving, that God by the Scriptzre directs them. 

$. 18. Manifeſt theretore it is, that Gods way - 
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being only oxe, holy, freight Fligh-way, not any 
Sefaries, but all and only Catholicks have been 


by 4lmizbty God brought intoit : In as much as. 
zbey, diltruſting thedim Light of their own Rea- 


fon tor diſcerning the Verities of Faith conteſted, 


borrow the Churches Light : thus excrciling 
Chriftian Humility, in not preſuming upontheir 
own Abilities 3 and Chriſtian Obedience, in (ub- 
mitting to the Guidance of thoſe Teachers and: 
Governors whom God hath placed. over them, and 


whe are to give ax account of their ſouls, . Thele- 


Hzavenly Virtues are, and have always been e- 
qually praQiſed by both Ignorant Catholicks.out 
of neccſfity, and by the moſt Learned out of Du- 
ty : Yea, thoſe glorious Lights of Gods Church,the. 
boly Fathers and ancient DoGors, though they 
were Fathers and Doors to others, yet to the 


Church her (elf they were humble Children and 


_ learning only from her, and teaching 
rs only what they had learnt from her. This 
ſurely is aftreight High-way, and a H-lyway too : 
and whilſt the moſt Simple among Catholicks 
walkin this way, they have anincomparable ad- 


vantage in light above the mott Learned ofthole | 


which truſt to'their private light, For they are 
guided by all the lights; that 1s, by the whole 
Body of thoſe which God hath conſtituted Tea- 
chers in his Chwrch in all ages; and by conle- 


quence they are ex:mpted from an Obligation of 


examining particular Controverſies, which their 
Teachersduty is to examine for theme . 
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$. 19. Neither is it 1atwral Reaſon alone which 
directs us to prefer ſo eminent Authority before 
our own ſimple judgments, but(as hath been ſaid) 
a Divire Light alſo appearing in Scripture, and 
in conſtant Eccleſisftical Tradition, the beſt and 
ſafeſt Taterpreter of Scripture. There we find the 
Church called, The Pillar and Ground 
of truth ,, a City at one in it ſelf, and 1 Time3-15 
ſet upoir a Hill which cannot be bid. Plal.1 2243» 
There we read, That every Tongue Matt. 5+14- 
which ſhall. riſe againſt ber in judg- Was 4- 
ment , ſhe ſhall condemn: that Gentiles 
ſhallcome to ber light , and Kings to the brightneſs 
of her Riſing : And that the nation and Kingdom 
which will not ſerve her , ſhall periſh, There we 
ſhall find, that the laſt Supream Tribunal on Earth 
to determine Controverſies amongſt Chriſtians 1s 
the Church, whom whoſoever will xot 
hear, us to be eftcemed as a Heathen and Mat. 18.17» 
a Publican, (uch an unappealcable 
Authority has God eſtabliſhed in this Chxrch. And 
by vertue of this Authority, General Councels re- © 


' preſcnting the whole Body of Church-Governors 3 


challenge from all Chritzaxs a fubmiſſion, not 
only of Noz-contradifion , but alſo of ixternal Af- 
ſent, under Penalty of A#athemz, which aſſent 
we willingly and joytully yield by vertue of 
Chriſts promiſes, That he will lead bis Church inta 
all Truth; Jo. 16+13+ and fo preſerve her in an _ 
uniform Profeſſion of Truth, that the Gates of Hel} 

ſhallnever be able to prevail againſt ber, Mat. 161 
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Which Gazcs of Hell are by the interpretations of 
the Fathers, Herefies. 

$. 20. Theſe irrctragable grounds from Pri 
gen e and Scripture have we Catboliques for direct- 
jng ourFaitb:On the other fide,not one fingle Text 

* Scripture, may moreover, not one quotation 
can be produced our of any one ot the holy Fathers, 
which may rationally incourage a Chriſtzan to pre- 
fer his own ſence of Scripture before that of the 
Church; whercas whole Books have been written 
by them of the Churches unity, antbority, indefefii- 
bility and zniverſality. Now Sir, who can reſitt , 
who can hold out againſt ſuch a Battery ? 

Prot. Well Sir, how prevalent ſoever this Dil- 
courſe may fcem to you to be againſt us, whom 
you ſtyle Schiſmaticks , it will prove of little ad- 
vantage to you Roman Catholipnes tor although 
we grant, that there is bat oe Catholique Church, 
out of which there is zo Salzatioz, yet this does 
not provethe Romzy to be this Church : the Ro- 
072, 1 lay, wiic2 15 but a particular Church, and 
ſhe being (as we are perfwaded ) guilty of teach- 
ing and practiſing many falſe DoGrizs , and ma- 
nitold Szpecr/tztions and Idolatry, we cannot with 
a fafe conſcience haveany communion with her. 

$-21+ Cath.Sir, this is the ordinary artifice of 


your Proteſtaut Writers, when they are prefled Þ 


with the guilt of thoſe unpardonable crimes of 

( Herefie and ) Schifm, to impute to the Church ma- 
ny Errors and fintul Practices, in which, torſooth, 
their tender conlciences dare uot joyt®» This chey 
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&, to the end they tmay be diſpenced withal frotii 
clearing themſclves from Sehiſmr, till after a full 
diſcuffion of all other Controverſies touching diffes 
rences about any particular Errors {uppoſe to be 
in the Church; which diſfcufſion cannot be under- 
taken by one in a thouſand , confidering mens ge- 
neral incapacity; andit undcttaken by the Learns 
ed, would ſcarce ever have an cnd- 

But this is moft unreaſonable,becauſe thoiigh it 
were truc,that the Church from which they fepatas 
ted were indeed guilty of teaching Errors,yet afe 
Proteitants jultly and unanſwerably charged with 
Schiſm m a high degree, in as much as they re-= 
main divided, not from the Roman only; but all 
Patriarchal and all other Charches exiſtent befors 
their Separation : So that if there be ſuch a Crime 
as Schilm, they are maniteſily guilty of it : and by 
conlcquence it would be damnable in any one to 
joy in their Communion. To make this charge 
200d againſt them, it will be fully ſaflictent to al- 
ledg the confeſſion of all Chriſtians , | 
(and of themſelves allo) vis, That Calviduſtite 
there always bas been ,, is, and ſhall re lib.4. cap+1« 
main a Holy Catholique Church of 
Chrift oz Earth, from which Separation, upon ane 
pretcuce whatſocver, is damnable, This Church 
theretore (wherefoever it 1s) was in being when 
they divided frotii the Airman; and can they pre- 
tend that they #re Members of this Church? There 
15 not a Seritty In the World oldct then theirs , 
or other this the Roman Chuteh, with which 


20 Why are you 4 CatholiYe: e | 


they entertain any communion at all, to whoſe-con- 
feſſion of Faith they will ſubſcribe , and to whoſe 
Laws and Government they will {ubmit, but on the 
contrary condemn its DoGrins, Lars and Govern- 
ment. The conſciouſneſs of this. forced 
Calvin. Epi. the principal Patriarch of Schiſm,Cale 
ad Mclandh. vin,to profeſs that him(ſdlt and his tfol- 
lowers ſeparated from tt whole world. 
Now it being impoſſible tor Proteſtants to ex- 
cule, much les to juſtifie their manitcſt Schiſen, 
to what purpoſe is it to enter into debate with 
them about particular Points of Dofrin? As long 
as the charge of Schiſm ſubſiſts,unclear.d by them, 
& this Schitm groundcd on pretehded dangerous 
Errors in the Catholique Church, being Schiſmaticks 
they are Hereticks too,6clo condemized by themſelves 
& conſequently not to bz hearkncd to, when they 
wou'd raiſe particular coxtroverfics, lince this one 
general controverſie determines againſt them all 
particular debates. 
$. 22. Schiſm thercfore,in its lowcſt qualificati- 
on, conlidered only as dilubedicnce to lawtul Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Authority, being , cven in the judg- 
ment ot learned Proteſtants, a ſhuſt horrible Sin, 
a tearing 1 pieces the Myſti@z] Body of Chriſt : 
there arc one or two ſpecial aggravations which 
extreamely heighten the heinouinefs of it in Pro- 
#taxts, (I mean thoſe Reformers abroad, and 
anciently in Scotlayd,Calvinijts, Preſbyterians, Lu- 
thcraas Anabaptiſts,&c. They were once Members 
ot the Koman-Cathelique-Church,which they then 
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on 
eſteemed to be that Church, which they believed 
in the Creed. It hapned that their Prime Patri- 
archs, Luther, Calvin, Erringlins : &c. having 
conceived {ome diſcontent cither againſt the Go- 
vernors, or ſome, prevailing party in that Chyrch 
which obſiructed their profits, or againſt the Lays 
of it , which geftrained their luſts after Women, 
grew angry,aqd began to quarrel with the Church 
her felt, and to ſtudy to dilgrace her, for which 
purpoſe the readieſt way was to find fault with 
her Defrans ; Then Pride and revenge inſpiring 
them, againſt thele they made ebjei»ns , yet not 
ſo oft againſt the Churche's own Dodrins as the 
Tenents of particular Catholique Writers, and 
moſt oft they dirc&ed their nuott bitter InveRives 
againſt perſonal miſcarriagcs, for all which the 
Church muſt be an{werable : And after all this 
publiſhing Lzberty trom Laws which reſtrained 
Concupiſcence, they quickly found Favoritcsand 
Followers: thus Se&s were firſt compoled. But it 
there had been in any of them either Humzlity or 
Love of Peace, in cale they had been perſwaded 
there had been Errors in the Chrrch her ſclf, to 
which they could ngt {ubſcribe, they would not 
thereupon parte Yhemllvs tr trom Her, but 
{ubnut patiently to h& Ce-ſures, which ſhe thould 
lay upon them. It her Cexſxres were juit, thcy 
would have no reaſon to complainz It unjult, 
God would reward them tor tneir Patience and 
love of Peace. 
$S. 23+ They were no ſooner {cparated , __ 
[4 
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f ermers have done without ever pretcnding to 
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they heaped on the Church all the moſt deſpights 
ful reproches aud Calumnies they could invent, 
ang to heighten their Criminal Schifm to the ut- 
termoſt, they formed New Societies which they 
called Churches, and therein eſtabliſhed New Paſ- 
tors, and a New Eccleſiaſtical Miniſtery : (the very 
Sin for which G:4 commanded the Earth to iwal- 
low Core, Dathan and Abiron. ) Amongſt the 
Gifts which our Lord when be led captivity captive, 


received from his Father, and bettowed on his 
Church, the principal Gift mentioned by St. Pal, 


was his conſtituting therein Apoſtles, Paſtors, and 
Teachers to continue to the end of the world by a les 
gitimate Sucecihon. There is not the leaſt in- 
timation given in Scripture or Tradition, that 
this Szcceſſion ſhould evcr be interrupted : Yet 
as if it had quite ccaſcd and bzen annulled, theſe 
Reformers, without auy Warrant, uſurp a Pos» 
wer to takeall Azthority out of the hands of thoſe 
to whom our $.v20zr had given it, and to be- 
fiow it according to their own plcaſure, thus 
making a total renver{cement of the whole trame 
of Gods Church (as tar as lyes in their Power) 
through the whole World. 1t Chrift himſelf had 
thus, without teftitying his Aztbority by Miracles, 
dealt with the Fewiſh Synazogue, he would not 
have expected bcliet, nor been able to an{wer 
that ©zctio propoſed to Him, By wh.t autho- 
rity doit tho theſe thiuzgs, and who gave thee tiis 
Auth rity ® Luie.20.2. Yet all this our late Re- 
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23 
pne Miracle. Into whatever place they come 
hrough the whole earth, they, as far as their 
ecular power extends, degrade and chaſe away 
all Biſhops, Priefts and Paſtors, proteſſing the Ca- 
tholiane Religion, they take Authority to deftame 
them as falſe Paſtors, 6 true Wolves, they denounce 

Anathemas againſt thern, they incite their Subjects 

to rebel, defraud and perſecute them, as it God 

had given his iroz Rod into the hands of theſe Gla- 

diators, and conferred on them the ends of the 

earth fot ther inheritance. 

No man takes bis Power of Eccleſiaſtical Juril- 
diction bt he that is called, as was Aaron. Heb. 5 4+ 
Who called theſe men to the Office of Preaching GC 
governing Chriſtians? Who inveſted them with 
fuch Azthority? It we conſult their own Storzes, 
we ſhall tind the prime Miziſters in the ptincipal 
Cities of Fraxce, conſtituted and conſecrated by 
hands of the baſeft ſort of Tradeſmen. There have 
not been nor even now are wanting among them 
ſeveral ſenſual Prieſts, (once they had a Biſhop ) 
Apoſtates trom the Ctho/aqne Chirrch, whom 
they might employ in the Officc of Preaching and 
Praying in their Synagogues, and by that means 
make a ſhew, that fome of their Miniſters were 
indeed Clergymen , who had an ordinary Vocations 
But ſuch hatred they hear to all Ecclefialtieal Or- 
der , that even theſe ſhall not be admitted into 
the Presbytery without renouncing their former 
ordizary Vocation,and recctvcing their Commiſſion, 
by a New impoſiti n of bands ot Lay-Maniſters- = 
| | _ 
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a word, I ſhould weary both you and my ſelf , 
if 1 ſhould enumerate all the enormities of your 
Diſt Reformation. If you fave a mind , you may 
Teceive {ufficient information in a late Book, writ- 
ten in French, the Tit!e whereot 
Prejugez. 1s (in Engliſh) Legitimate Prejudg- 
eont-les Cal- ments againſt Calvinittsz; in which 
Viniſts the Icarned A»thor demonltraies by 
ſeveral titles, as by what appeared 
exteriourly in the life of the firſt Refirmcers by 
want of Mzftionz by the evidence ot their bcing 
guilty of Schiſmz by their temerity molt prodi- 
ious 1n their prefumption to eſtabliſh a New Ec- 
clefiaſtical Miniſtery > by the Spirit of calumny and 
injuſtice which generally a&tuates them 3 by their 
peculiar moſt monſtrous DoGtrines taught by them 
by their ridiculouſly impoſlible way ot inſtructing 
their Diſciples in Chriſti ax verities , &c. By theſe 
Marks 1 ſay he ſhews that they do not delerve to 
be admitted to an examination of their pretended 
Reformed Religion, bcing maniteſtly prejudged 
and felt-condemned. 
$. 24. Prot. But ſurely, Sir,, you will not 
apply this to the Reformed Church of Exglazd, 
and particularly that charge concerning the 
want of Lawful Paſtors. We have bccn tar trom 
making a breach in the Chain of Szcceſſion, fince 
it there be lawtul Pajtors in the Roman Church, we 
have the like in the Explifh ; in as much as we rc- 
ceived our Ordinations trom Rome. 
Cath. For as much as concerns your Ordinati- 
| ons 
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ons , I will not here enter into any diſpute, net- 
ther indeed is it necdtul : Buc this I may conht- 
dently ſay, That ſince Egi:f Proteſtants have 
(eſpecially of late, ) by mauy roxens {hewed that 
they eſteem Calviniſts, or PreFbytert.an Congre- 
gations to be true, though not lo purtc &, Mcm- 
bers of Chriſts Ch:rch, as tacmlclvesz the Er- 
gliſþChurch , 1 may ſay juſiihes, bat however, 
qualities or excuſcs that horribic dete@.m them 
of want of Ordination and lawtul Mzifiuz, and 
thereby involves her felt ju their guilt, Azainy 
though it were true, that the Erglih Clergy 
have rcceived their Ordizations trom the Remazx 
Catholique Church, yet \ure I am, that Chureb 
never Teleaſed them from thety Canonical ſubiefion 
to their Swperiors, particuearly to their Patriarch 
and Supream Paitor of Gods Church : She never 
gave them power to change the order of admit- 
nifiring Sacramentsz to reverſe Ord»anauces of 
Superinur Councils, to expcl Catbolique Biſhops 
from their Sees , meerly becaule they were Cathi=+, 
I ques; In a word, ſhe never gave them autho- 
11ty to alter, or rathcr deftroy, the whole Religi- 
04, in a manner, proteſ{cd in Egland hince they 
were firſt Chrijtians. It En; bijhops have re- 
ccived their Charafer from Kune, yet not Furiſ- 
ditions or itthat allo, yet ccrtatn it 15, that the 
ſame Church whica gave them JariſaiGion, can 
allo upun thor denerits, and cx-rciling it con- 
trary to her intention, ſuipend the adminiſt- 
ration of it3 wiict ſrſenſicy 15 10 duubt impli- 
Cc 
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ed in her condemnation of all their Inmustions. 
To be briet, the Ezgliſh Church challenging Or- 
dination by lawful Szcreſſion , is thereby obliged 
to acknowledg the Roman Church , to be at leaft 
a trae Member ot the Catholigue Church, (and 
conſequently her felt no fuch Membcr) unleſs the 
Bifops here will confeſs themfelves to be Anti- 
Catholique Biſhops, and yet moſt unreaſonably 
pretend an Union with the Catholique Chureb. 

$.25« Pr:t, She does mn deed acknowledg, the 
Roman to be a Member, but a corrupt Member of 
the Catholzque Chuck. 

C:th. Confider, Sir, I pray you, that the 


Rule of Farth obligeth us to bclieve the Church of 


God to be Holy as well as Catbolique. Now 1f 
the Univerſal Church be Holy or n;corrupt, then 
15s every Member of it, as far as in its Commrunisn, 
Holy and z#xcorrapt allo. Which Holzxeſs does 
. notregard the perſsus, whether Goveryors or Sub- 
jefss for in the firft and beſt Chm ch of all, con- 
hfting of the Apoſtles and Diſciples of ozer Lord on- 
ly, there'was a Jud anda Nicolas: A Church 1s 
faid to be Hvly, when it teaches Truthand Holi- 
weſs # So 15 the Univerſal Church Holy and fo is 
every Member in its Commrt#ion Since that. which 
makes it a Member, and in its Commun n, 15 1ts 
agreement with the whole in Dodrines taught by 
it, both regarding Faith and Manners. And 
from hence it follows, that to aſcribe Errozer and 
Corruption to any Church which is acknowledg=. 
ed-a Member of the Catholique Ghurch;and for luck 
II Co 
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pretended Errours to break off Communion with 
it, 15 todothe ſame to the Univerſal Church, and 
conſequently to contradict an Article of Faith. 
Now that this is the condition of the Exglifh» 
Church, 1s manifcſt» For tince all Chriſtians are 
under pain of damnation obliged to live in Cone 
munion with the Vniverſal Church, by being o« 
bedient to its Laws and Gorernors As allo to be» 
lieve, that this Univerſal Church is at this day 
extant, where can an Ezgliſh Proteſtant hope to 
hnd this Chxrch, it not in the Roman Communi- 
ou ? In the Greek-Church he will tind the ſame 
Dofirine, which in the Roman he calls daygerous 
Errowrs , as, ( betides the confeflion hereof by (e- 
veral Proteſtant Authors tormerly ) 
hath been of late,beyond all ganifay- Sand.Rlati- 
ing, evidenced by the indetatigable oz pag. 233« 
induliry of Myxficur Arnaud 1n his Roſs bis 
two late Rep ies to Claude a Calviniſt View of Re- 
Miniſter, trom the Authentick Tejti- 1:30. page 
monials and Declarations both of ſc- 4768. 
veral late Sy#-d5,and of many Ecelc- 
ftaſtical Perſons of eminency, both in the preſent 
Greek and other Eaſtern Churches. And betides 
theſe he will hnd other DoFrins which weall con- 
demn as Hercfies, Thcn tor pretended Corrrp- 
tians in practice, the fame practices which he files 
Superſtitions and T4 :l:trous (principaliy touching 
the Zlefſed Sacrament) he will tind 1n the Greek- 
Church tar more diſtafitul to him. And as tor 
other Eajtcrz Sets, bclides the fame Practiſcs, ke 
will 


28 Why are you a Catholique* 
will find himſelF ob'iged:, if in Communion with 


any of them , to aſſent to Ancient , Umverlally Þ for 


condemned Herelics , Neftorianiſm, Entychianiſm, 
Monothelitiſm , 6c. 
$. 26. Prot. But no doubt, God hath his Elec 
Servants among t*cm all, whoare truly Orthodox, 
as we are : with whom we may be faid to be #- 
nited in Spirit. X 
Cath. .Traly Sir, this a meer pittiful dream to 
talk of Communion in ſpirit with hidden Chritti- 
ans, t9 you invifible, as you are alſo to them. 
This renders all the Diſcourſcs of the Holy Fa- 
thers touching the Chwurches Viſibility and Unity 
utterly impertinent. Yea this evacuates the Pre» 
ditions of all Gods ancient Prophets, toreteiling 
the Extent, Glory and Victories of the Kingdom 
of the Meſſias : and it makes void the Promiſes of 
our Saviozy touching his Church. What meaning 
theretore can you frame to your ſclt, when you 
ſay, You acknowledg a perpetually cxiitent Ca-, 
tholique Church, and a neceſſity impoſed on all 
Chriſtians to live in her Communion £ 

$27. Prot. We acknowledg our ſelves in 
Communion with all Chriſtian Societies, as far as 
they teach Truth,and practiſe according to Chrijts 
Law. 

Cath. So you may be ſaid to communicate 
with 7cws, Turks and Infdels: for ſome Truths 
arc taught by all thete, and {ome ot their practi- 
fes are lawful. But is this ſuch a Communien as 
the Church Catholique anciently, or as the Firſt 
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four General Councils required ? It 15 manifeſt that 
at the time of your firſt Separation there was not 
cne Society of Chriſtians 1n the world to whoſe 
Profeſſion of F aith you would ſubſcribe, in whoſe 
Religions Worthip you would joyn, and by whoſe 
Laws you would be governed: So that all Chriſti 
ans then-living and viſible n the World, were 
to you as Heathens and Publicansz and you the 
very ſame to them. Were yaur fir{t Reformers 
in Communion with them? Certainly you will 
not ſay, that the Roman, Grecian , and Oriental 
Churches, though they will not deny but you 
teach ſome Truths and ſometimes practiſe Vir- 
tues, do hvcin your Communion, that 1s, That 
Pcrſons- mutually cxcommunicating cn2 another, 
do at the {ame time live in one Communion, or 
that Paſtors live in Communion with thoſe who 
renounce Obedience to them, and abhorr the Faith 
taught by them. | 

$.28. Prot. Why, Sir, would you have us al- 
low ſuch a way of Communion, as you ſcem to 
underſtand, to Soczetics which we firmly believe 
do teach damnable Errours, and enjoyn Idola- 
trous or Superſtitious Practiſcs ? 

Cath. No Sir, by no means. But fince there 
1s on earth a viſible holy Catholique Church , pla- 
ced 45 a City 1pou a Hill, with which you muſt, 
under pain of damnation, communicate in ſuch 
a manner as Chriſtians did in the time of the 
firft four General Councils , I adjure you not to reſt 


where you now arc, in Schiſm, trom all viſible 
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Churches procceding your Separation ; But to fifid 
Her outy and having found her out, to depoe 
an overweening conceit of your own abilities to 
cenſure and condemn her Dodirizes 4 and with 
Chriftan Hitmility to ſubmit your (elt entirely to 
her Guidznce, by which means you will be ſure 
to fiud reſt of mind. 

$.29+ Prot. This ſeetrs to me a 145k too hatd. 
to be undertaken. 

\ Cath. That which makes it ſeem ſo hatd to 
you is, perhaps, a ſecret whiſper of Nature and 
ſelf-love, telling you, that this may expoſe yout 
to many worldly diladvantages 7 or it not this, 
a ſtrong prejudice by education deeply imprinted: 
in your mind againſt the Roman Charch, the 
condemning, and reviling of whiteh 1s the ſubject 
of moſt Books you read, and of moſt of the dil- 
courfes and Sermous you hear. I name the Ro- 
man Chitrch, becauſe I am perſwaded ; that it 
' you ſhould happznto entertain any Dowbts of the 
{ccurity of the Grounds of Protcſtajit Religion , it 
would not be the Greciaz, nor any of the other 
Oriental Churches, whole Religion you would 
put in the ſcales againſt it , but only the Roman, 
trom whence you had your Chrijtiazity, your 
Church her ſubfilignce, and within the Limit and 
Furiſdidion of whoſe Patriark you live. Dol 
not judg aright ? | 

Prot. Ys. _ 

- $.30- Cath. Then, Sir , though, at preſent 
you:ſhould have no doubts of any DoGrins taught 
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by your Church , or rather in it (for your felt 
will not allow her the Title of an authentick 
Teacher, neither does ſhe challenge it) yet ſince 
you have voluntarily fixed your (elf in ſuch a 
Church , which, not prctending to an zfallible 
direftion from God , cannot with any ſhew of tea« 
fon tell you, that you are bound in conſcience to 
believe any one of her Dodrines, nor that it is 
a itn for you to leave her Communion, and to 
chuſe that of any other Socicty which you may 
like better, (for then all Chritians ſhould, as 
well as youu, be obliged to joyn themſelves to 
the Engliſh Church only : ) Endeavour, I beſcech 
you, witha mind as dilintereſfed as may be, to 
hearken to what may he alledged for the Right 
which the Roman Church has to challeng|your 
Obediexce, {oas that the refuſal of ſuch Obedience 
would be an heinous Sin. For this Right indeed 
Shechallenges , and She alone : No other anctent 
Church hath, and no particular Se& doth, or 
can pretend to it. 
Prot. I am content, 
$,31- Cath. Firſt then conſider, that the ves. 
rychallenging of ſuch a Right which belongs on- 
ly to the truly Catholzque Church, is a ſtrong 
proof that She alone is that Church which hath 
a Right to challeng it, and would prove her ſelt 
a falſe Church it She did not challeng it. But be+ 
cauſe perhaps you cannot eafily induce your mind 
to conhider her otherwiſe than as a particular 


Church, I confidently believe, that if the Eaft- 
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ern Church were united in one Body with the 
Weſtern, you would not find any dith:ulty to 
think your ſelt obliged to yicld an entire Obeaterice 
to ſo great an Auth rH. 
Prot. This I willingly acknowledg. 
$.32+ Cath. Bepleaſed then to refl.& on ſome 
Age, when theſe two great Churches were uni- 
ted : for cxample, in the days of St. Gregory the 
Great. Then 'there was a perfect agreement 
through the whole World , cxc-pting, only the 
Scieties of Ancicut Hereticks , acknowicdged for 
ſach by Proteſtants. Thea both Dofrine and Diſ- 
cipline was uniform cvery where. What St.Gre- 
gory taught was accepted through the whole 
Church : Yea thoſ: parts of his Writings which 
are moſt oppoſite to your Dofrins (as his Dia- 
Jogues, &c._) have preſently aftcr his time bzen 
tranſlated into the Greek, tongue and with vene- 
ration received by that Chyrch. Whence will 
follow , that what he hath taught us in his Wri- 
tings, touching Poits of Religion, and which yon 
moſt miſſike , was then eſteemed true Catholique 
Defirine. Now what does St. Gregory teach but 
.the ſame which is now taught in the Romy 
Church ? In all Controverſies lately raiſed between 
Catholiques and Proteft2nts, he 15 
Hemfr.in 7cſu- conſtantly and dircQly againſt 
ztiſmi part-2. Proteſtants. *© 
rat-5'. Magdeb. This is ſo manifeſt, that it is 
Cent. 6. p. 289. acknowledged by many learned 
Ibec.10.p-748. Proteſtants, who deſcribing the 
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particular Poixts of Religion profel- 
Carion-Chron, fed by St. Gregory ( and St. Aw- 
lib. 4 Luc. guſtine the Monk, ſent by him to 
Ofiand. Epi- convert England) name theſe, Free- 
rome cent. 6, wil, Merit and Fuſtification of 
Parker Antih. Works, Penuance, Satifaftion, Pur- 
Brit. e. 17. gatory, Celibacy of Prieſts, publick, 
Invocation of Saints, and Worſhip- 

ping of them, Veneration of Images, Exorciſms, 
Pardons, Vows, Monachiſm , Tranſubſtantiation, 
Prayer for the Dead, Oblation of Chriſt's Body and 
Blood for the Dead, the Roman Biſhop's Furiſdi- 
ion over all Churches, Celebration of Maſs, Con- 
ſecrations of Churehes, Altars, Chalices, Corporals 
and Fonts of Baptiſm , Veneration of Relicks, 
Sprinkling of Holy-IWater, Dedicating Churches 
#0 the Bones and Aſhes of Saints, Indulgences t9 
ſuch as viſit Churches on certain dayes, Pilgri» 
mages, and in a word, the whole Chaos of Pc- 
piſp Superſtition, as they are pleaſed to ſtile 1t. 
$ that Mr. Aſcham affirms of our A- 

Aſch. Apol. pr© voftle St. Auguſtin the Diſciple of St. 
——., '33* Gregory, that He was the overthrower 
of true Religion, and the - 

., Of all Popiſp DoQrines 3 and ano- 

_— wa ther ſaith of him, That he ſubjcded 
England to the Juſt of Antichriſt, 

C which Antichriſt you muſt take for granted, was 
St. Gregory ) and therefure after bis death, went 
undoubiedly to Hell, thcre 0 receive bis reward- 
Thus evident Convictions forced them to cgn- 
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tels that all the Dofrines of Faith now taught, 
were then profeſſed as Catholick Do@rines : 
but gall and malice againſt the Church , ſug- 
gelted ſuch foul, unſeemly words to their Pens, 
Notwithſtanding Proteſtant Writers, when , 
not being engaged in contrverſie , they have oc- 
caſion to treat of St. Gregory himſelf, they are 
not ſparing in their Elogies of him, ſuchas theſe : 
.. He was a holy and a learned Biſhop. 
IWhitzh, He was by Name and indeed truly 
cont. Dur. Great, adorned with many and great - 
b.5.$.26- endowments of Divine Grace, aud 
Humfr. ( as be is often ſtyled ) th: mouth axd 
ad. rate. ſhining light of our Lord, He was 
Goarwinin truly a pious man, and for bis Chri- 
Conv. Brit. ftian humility yet more to be praiſed. 
Co 4 From bis Infancy being addidted to the 
ſtudies of Picty, be retircd into a Mo- 
Mazdeb. naſtery, rberc ſherwing o particular 
Cent. 6. ſanity of life, and bcing why in- 
C. 10» tent upon Prayer, he drew the eyes of - 
all men Hpon bum=-= He did ſo diſe 
charge the Pontifical Office,that foliorwing ages never 
bad bis equal, much I:ſs any one excelling him. 
He ras exceedingly renovwned for Miraclcs, GC» 
Now methinks , Sir, theconſent of the Ea- + 
terff-and I7eftern Churches, under the Govery- 
ment of ſach a Prelate , ſo verſcd as he was in 
h:ly Scripture ( witneſs his Sermons and Com- 
mentarics,,) ſhould be ſo prevalent with you , 
as to make you luſpect your own Reaſon 2 it 
on foamasl . n ' the Religion DIO» * 
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fefled in - his days was ſuperſtitions. and id»la» 
BLOWS» 

6: 33. Prot. But why doyou fay,that the Univer- 
>, al Church in the Eft and Weſt was grverned by 
Saint Gregory ,, when. he himſclt ſharply con- 
= [Idemned the Patriarch of Conſtantinople for af- 
e [fuming ſuch a Title as Vairerſal Biſhop,which he 

calls an Antichriſtian Title ? 

Cath. It was indeed a Title full of arrogance, 
and therefore juſtly condemned by St. Gregory 
in the Notion ,. in which he conceived | might 
be underſtood, as it the Patriarch pretended 

F thereby to be efteemed the only legitimate Biſhop - 
in the [ Eaſtern ] Church. 

For thence it would follow , that all other 
Biſhops were only his Subſtitutes , aGting by his 
commiſſion, and removeable by him at pleaſure: 
Whereas they claim a reception of their Order 
and Charadter, immediatly from Chrift alone. 
Sucha zew Title therefore it was that St. Gregory 
condemned in that Patriarch , and abhorred to 
! accept himſelf, as plainly appears by his 
Epijtles. - But yet that he had a Superintendence 
over the whole Church as Supreme P ajtor there- 
of, to receive and judge Appeals of B:hyps from 
all parts z# cauſis majeribusz to oblige all Pre- 
lates, even Patriarchs , to the Prxofeflion of the 
* Faitheſtabliſhed in Councils , and the obſervance 
+ of the Churches Laws, and to impole Eccleſt- 
* aſtical Cexſures on all Tranſgreflors of them , 
x1is St. Gregory challenged , andto this the Pre. 
D 2 late; 
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lates both of the Weſtcrn, and Eafter» Churches 
allo ſubmitted, as appears by many Epiſtles ſent 
by him, and Anfrores rec. iv d from fcveral Pa- 
eraarchs, and other Prelates in the Eaſt. 

S- 34+ Since thercfore it 1s confcſſedly cer- 
tain, that the preſent Roman Charch profeſſcs the 
fame Religion which Saint Gregory taught and 
planted in England, which the Eaſter» Church 
inthoſe times approved without any contradi- 
dion, and which is now condemned by Prote- 
fans > it will -evidently follow, that in thoſe 
few Pomts in which the preſent Eaſtern Churches 
quarrel with the Roman, the faidEaftern Chrureh- 
es Only have been Innovators 3 and conſequently 
that the Roman Church ( that is, all-Churches 
united in ſubordination to the Prime Patridrk GC 
Paftor ) ftill remains the Catholick, Church, and | 
enjoys the ſame Anthority which the Univerſal 


at 

Churchin, and before St. Grep:ries days enjoy- | C 
ed : So that all Chriftizns who break from her | « 
Communion, do thereby ſhew themſelves 'Schiſ- } 3 
maticks, and SeF-eondemncd. , 
$- 35- I have purpoſely made choice to in- } 
ſtance in the time of St. Gregwy the Great, be- | 1 
| 


cauſe on the one fide ſeveral Proreftaxts im- 
pute the beginning of the Churches depravation 
principally. to that Age 3 and on the other fide 
Almighty God, as if he had a deſign to confute 
and ſilence their accuſations, choſe that Age, c- 
{pccially in which to accompliſh that moſt illu- 
Infirious of all Propheſies, forcſhewing the glory |; 
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pf the Catholieh Church, which is the Converfion 
f Nations from Reatheniſh Tdolatry. 

The Prophefies themfelves are thus expreſly 
ct down inthe Old Teftament, and acknowledg- 
d by Proteſtants to regard the Chriftizn Church, 
The Prophet 1Jaz writes thus : Iſz. 50. 2, 3+ 
The Lord ſhall riſe upon thee, and his Glory ſhall be 
een upon thee. VCr. 5. Andihe Gentiles ſhall come 
v thy light, and Kings #0%he brightneſs of thy ri- 


"en Yfing.>-- ver. 10. The abundayee of the Sea ſhall 
ole } þe comverted unto thee : the forces of the Gentiles 
hes ſhall come mnto thec--- ver. 11. The ſous of Stran- 
Ch gers ſhall build thy walls, and their Kings ſhall mi- 
tly niſter 2120 #bce. Ver. 14+ Thy Gates ſhall be open 
ies} continually, that men may bring unto thee #be for- 
& | ts of the Gentiles, and their Kings may be brought 
nd } .... All they that deſpiſe thee, ſhall bow themſelves 
al } at the ſoles of thy feet, and they ſhall call thee, The 
J- {| City of theLord-= - ver. 22. A little one ſhall be- 
cr 


# come a thouſand, and s ſmall one a ftrong Nation 
Again, Iſai. 49-23. Kings ſhall be thy nurſing Fa- 
tbers, #nd Dncens thy nurſing Motberr. And a- 
gain, Tſai. 39.21. This is my Covenant with 
them, ſaith the Lord, My Spirit which is upon 
thee, and my words which I bave put in thy moutl, 
ſhall not depart out of thy mnath, nor out of the 
Y, mouth of thy Seed, n'r out of the wuth of thy ſeeds 
3 ſeed, ſaith the Lord, from heneeforth and for ever. 
Allo the Kingly Prophet, Pſal. x1. 8. I mill give 
thee the Heathen for thine Inheritance, andthe ends 


| *of the earth for thy poſſeſſion. This Kingdom, (ith 
mM ' 
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the Prophet Daniel) Shall not be given over to an 
other people, but ſhall ſtand for ever, Dan. 11.4 4- 
Theſe are Gods Promiſes to his Church, fo ac- 
knowledged by Proteſtants. 
Now it is manifcſt out of Eccleſiaſtical Hj- 
flory, that theſe Prophecies began not, 1n a fig- 
nal manner. to be accompliſhed , till the days o 
Saint Gregory. For during the firſt three hun- 
dred years, the Church was wholly under Per- 
ſecution, and was encreaſcd chiefly by ſufferings, 
In the next three hundred years, the Emper- 
our Conſtantine bcing converted to Chriſtianity, | 
there were but few other Kings Foſter-fathers 
of the Chuth , And beſides this, ſeveral of the 
Emperours, aud ſome Kings during that ſpace, 
turned Arians and Apoſtates from the Catholique 
Faith. But from Saint Gregorzes time till Lx- 
* ber, it is incredible almoſt what we read of |: 
the Converſion of Nations and Kingdoms, and of 
' the wonderful Piety and Zeal of(once Barbarous ) 
Kings and ®meens, afſoon as they' had embra- 
ced the Catholigue Faith. Which Converſions 
were generally made by the fervor, care, and 
authority firſt of St. Gregory himſclt; as England 
can, but moſt ungratctully will not, as becomes 
her, witneſs and next of St. Gregorzes Sacce(- 
ſors, Biſhops of Rome. 
| $. 36. Now, Sir, conſider the force of ill- 
grounded prejudices. Several Protgtants, though 
they ſaw all the forementioned Propheſies per- 
tc&ly fullilled by Catboligue Miſfioxers., yet out 
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of the pre-aflumed hatred to Catholique: Religt- 


on, they will not acknowledg the forſaking 


Idols and worſhip of Devils, and the embra- 


cing of the Catholique Faith to be a Converſion , - 


but rather a Perverſion , and therefore. wonder 
that, they do not to this day {ce thak :Px0- 
phecies accompliſhed , which were made. Cc 

two thouſand yearsſince, In {o much 


Caftal. in » as Caſtalio Profeſles, The more I do 
Prefat.Bi» peruſe the Scriptures , tbe leſs do I 


blir. Lat. find theſe Promiſes performed , bowſo- 

ever they are to be underſtood. David 
George, a Proteſtant living at Baſil, upon the 
ſame grounds became a Blaſphemex of Chriſt, 
whom he called a Scducer» Bernardin Ochin 
turncd an Apoltate,denying the Divinity of Chriſte 
Adam Neuſerys, a Calviniſt Profeſſor at Heydet= 
berg, turned Tyrk, , and was circumciled at 
Conſtantinople. Alemanmus likewiſe renouncfing 
Chriſtianity became a blaſphemous Few. ' And 
the principal motive of all theſe horrible changes, 
was an opinion that theſe Propheczes were 
falſe Dreams, or impudent inventions of Sectgq- 
ries, and never fulfilled, becauſe forſooth not 
tulfilledin a Chxreh of their Reformed Religion 3 
which Reformed Reltgion never baniſhed Pagar 
Idolatry out of one Village. Some converſions 
indecd of their own particular mode they have 
made, for by ſeditions they have batylhed Ca- + 
tbolick Religion out of ſeveral places. And par- ©: 
ticularly the. Hollanders may brag, that rhey 


* 
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Have converted the great Empire of Japan from 
the Catbolick Faith to its priſtine moſt execrable 
Idolatries , to effe& which, they have procured 
- themoſt cruel murder of near four hundred thou- 
ſand C:tholick Martyrs, themſelves in the mean 
tune renouncing the open Profeſſion of Chriftia- 
nity. 
$. 37. Notwithſtanding the truth is, the wan- 
derful Comperſions of Nations in former and later 
times allo, by C atholick Miſſioners, have been fo 
Mluſtrious, that very many of the ſoberer Proge- 
ſtant Writers have highly exalted their zeal and 
unwearicd diligence m their Aprſtolical funions, 
and glorified God far it : bcing forced hereto 
by themany undeniable Miracles wrought by 
them. 
Yet the pleaſant cunning of one 
" Philip Nico- Lutheran Writer is very remark- 
lai de Regno able: his name 15Dr. Philip Ni- 
C brfii.c.1-p- colai, who having written a Book 
$3» on this very Argument, to wit, 
the fulfilling of the fore-citcd Pro- 
phefies, touching the Converſion of Nations, is for- 
_ ced to alledge the examples not only ancient, as 
of the Saxons, Friſons, Danes, Germans, &c. con- 
verted by (atholick, Biſhops and Prieftsz but later 
alſo, as of innumerable People in the Eft and 
Weſt-Indies, reduced from 1d:ls to Chriſtianity by 
Feſnits and other Religious Miſfioners , and to 
acknowledge likewiſe that God teftified the Do- 
Erine preached to them, by ſtupend{ous Mira- 
eles 
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oler. All this this Lutheran confeſſes 3 but then 
with a turn, he deprives Catholicks of the glory 
and merit of all their labours, and applies it to 
his own Se# : forhe tells his Readers, that all 
theſe Aprſtolical Preachers, in converting Nations, 
did Latheranizare; and that the Feſnits in their 
firſt converting the Oriental Indians, did ſhew them- 
ſelves | not Koman  atholicks, but } Latheraxs 
and Evangelicks. Might he not have taid as well, 
that Chriff's Apoftles converted Nations, not as 
(uch, but as Lutherans ? | 
$+ 38. Now it theſe Prophefies be Divine, and 
have indeed been fulfilled, they have bzen fulfill- 
ed by Catholicks only, and couſcquently Carho- 
lick, Religion. conſtitutes that Church of Chrift 
to which ſuch glorious Predidzons were made. 
I will therefore here adjoyn the words of St. 
Auguſtine, who having alledged out of the Secrz 
txre many {uch Propheſtes 3 concludes ww 
thus : Whilſt thou boldeft tby ſelf Ang. Epiſt. 
faſt to theſe Prophefies, if an An» 165+ 
gel from Heaven ſhould ſay to thee, 
Leave the Chriſtianity of the whole Exrth and 
ebuſe the part of th: | Schiſmatick Þ Donatus, 
Luther, Calvin, Tindal, &c. | he ought tbe to 
thee Anathema ;, becauſe he would endeavour t0 ent 
thee off from the wh1le, and thruft thee #Þ into one 
part, fo alienating thee from the Promiſes of God. 
S. 39+ 
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: Theſe, Sir, among many other, are grounds 
ſurely ſufficient to jultife the Right which the _ 
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Roman Church has to merit your Obedience :; I 
beſeech you think ſeriouſly on them. For mine 
own part, Ido fincerely proteſt to you, that un- 
lefs I would renounce all other Guides to cternal 
Happineſs, but an over-weaning Faxcie of mine 
own abilities, or blind p2ſion againli allGuides 
eſtablithed in Gods Church: it Divine Revelation, 
couſent of Antiquity, manifeſt Reaſon, and even ex=' 
perience by cutward Senſation may b2 tit to guide 
me, I mutt not be a Proteftaxt, I mult of necellity 
be a Roman ”" athilick. For Divine Revelation( in- 
terpreted alſo by conſent of Fathers and Comun- 
cils ) informs mc, that Chrift hath eſtabliſhed on 
Earth a viſible Church, which is, oxe, holy and Ca- 
#bolick, the common Mother and only authentick 
' Teacher of all Chriſtians ; that this Churcy (hall ' 

- remain ſuch tothe end of the World : and that 
whoſoever is not a true faithful Member of this 
Church, is thereby cut off from the Myſtical Body 
of Chriſt, and ſhall be eternally ſeparated from 
Him. Again, evident Reaſon ſhews, that no Pcr- 
ſon, or Soczety, can be eſteemed a Member of any 
Eburch any other way, than by belicving its Do- 
Cre ISns ſubject to its Laws and Govern-+ 
ment. In The tbird place, the teſtimony of our 
Senſes aſſures us, that not any of our Modern Seits 
do aſſent to the Dofrines, or are governed by 
the Laws of any Church at all ( and conſequently 
not of the Catholick, Church, ) which hada be- 
ing at their firli ( pretended ) Reformation : 
therefore upon theſe grounds it evidently tol- 
lows, 


fies. | 
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lows, that all the ſaid Se&s are manifeſtly guilty 
of Schiſm. 

M reover , fince the Roman is that Church of 
which the firſt Reformers once were Members, 
and by ref,rming made a ſeparation from itz and 
fince the ſame Chnrch does conſtantly profeſs the 
ſame Dodrines which were once held by the UVni- 
verſal Body of Orthodox Chriſtians 3 and again, 
fince there is not any viſible © hurch upon carth 
to which all marks of the true Church aſſigned 
in Scripture, and by the Holy Fathers, can beſo. 
applicd , and whereto the Antient Prophecies and 
the Promiſes of -C hriſt have been ſo pertecly ac- 
compliſhed, as® the Roman 3 it will evidently 
follow , that the preſent Roman Catholick, C burch 
ought to be acknowledged that oxe Holy Catho- 
lick Church , which we confeſs in the Apoft- 
les Creed and by conſequence whatloever Dofrines, 
in oppoſition to the Faith protefſed in this 
Church, are taught by Proteſtants, they are 
thereby, without any particular diſcuffion,, ' 
legitimately prejudged - to be formal: Here-' 


| 
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Now Herefie and Schiſm beingtby all ( even,' 
by Hereticks and Schiſmaticks themſelves ) ac- 
knowledged moſt dreadfully waſting Crimes, of 
which 1 cannot poſflibly be guilty wailtt 1 ad- 
hcre to the Roman Catholick Church, nor avoid 
the guilt of them by torſaking its Commrxton 3 
I conceive I have, without any ncccllity of 
engaging in particular Diſputes, given you rati- _ 
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onal Grounds enabling me to afford a ſufficient 
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Arſwer to the Pueſtion tirlt propoled by you, 
1K, 
IWhy arc you a Catbolick ? 


- 40s» 

And fora concluſion, Sir give me leave to tell 
you, that it will be utterly in vain for you to at- 
tempt thc avoiding of the | tigmats | brands of 
Herefie and Scbiſm,, by entring into an endlels 
Diſpute about particular Controverſies, to be ia- 
ied out of Books : For, till you be able to ſhew 
2 preſent Viſible, Orth:dox Church, the Governors 
and Teachers whercof are derived by a continual 
Szcceſſion from the Apoſtles, which Church in all 
thoſe Points for which you have ſeparated from 
the Romay, teaches as you do, and either go- 
Verns you, or 1S governed by you 3 Till this, 1 
fay be done, your buſying your {clt about part:- 
cular Dſputes will never produce to you Peace of 
mind, but rathcr encreaſc in you Pride 8 Malice 
againit. others. Your firſt molt neceſlary Care 
therefore muſt be to cſtabiiſh your (elf in ſuch a 
Church as can oblige you to believe her : for by 
no other way can you ( nor your Teachers ) a- 
void Self-condemnation » WS manitclt Innowa- 
fOr's- 

There are certain illuſtrious marks aſſigned by 
the boly Scriptures and Fathers, to diſtinguiſh 
the true Catbulick, Church from Congregations ot 
Hereticks and Schiſmazjeks, fuch arc Unity, Sc- 


e&effon, Univerſality, Converting of Nations, Mi- 
. racles, &c. | And theſe are ſuch marks as are per- 
ceptible by the meaneſt capacities, to the end that 
none ſhould be excuſed if they miſtake the 
(hurch.. Nuw not one of theſe ſo vitible marks 
belongs to you3 and not one but bclongs to the 
Roman Catholick Church. 
$, 4I> 
When you are urged to ſhew ſome. ſigns or 
marks which might inviteany to joyn with you, 
all you can fay 15, That you teach 
wuth, and that you duly adnini- Calvin. In- 
fter the Sacraments 1, that is, you ftitde4.c.2+ 
wasld prove your ſelvcs tobe g true 
Church, hceaufe you ſay you are a true Church, for 
C not the marks, 'but ) the efſexce of a Chureb 
conſiſts in teaching Truth, &c, But mirks of his 
Church, cafily obtervable by all men, were ap- 
pointed by Gor! to lead the Simple as well as the 
Learned, to diſcover that Church which only 
eeacheth Trutb, and duly adminiſters bis Sacra- 
ments. Not any ſuch marks do you pretend to 
ſhew, And as for this your miſcalled, ſingle 
Mark, the Unlearned cannot poflibly judge, whe- 
ther youdo indeed teach Truth, &c. & the Lear- 
ned muſt have ſpent their whole lives before they 
can be ina Capacity to judge. And though they 
ſhould be ſo unhappy as to ſuffer themſclves to 
be convinced that you do teach Truth, &c. yet 
till you can further d:monſirate that youare not 
euilty of Schiſm, but that you commnnicate with 
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that oxe boly Catholick,C burch, which you believe 
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in the Creed, it would ( notwithſtanding all the 
truth pretended to be taught by you ) bea dam- 
nable fin in them to communicate with you. 
Theſe thin»s conſidered, fince I am confident 
it i5 impoſlible for you to clear this point, I be- 
lieve you will tind an inſuperable difficulty to 
prepare, according to the method obſerved here, 
a tolerable general anſwer, ſufficient to vindicate 
your Church ; incaſe I ſhould by way of ex- 


change, propoſe to you this Queſtion, 
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Prot. Judge not, Sir, too haſtily; Pertiaps at 
Gur next mecting you will hear more. than you 
now expect. In the mean time1 thank you for 
your .Charity : And, God willing, I will ſeri- 
ouſly refle&t on what hath been ſaid. 

Cath. Farewel, Sir, and, if you think good, 
caſt your eyes npon this little bundel of Citations 


 ontof {ſeveral ancicnt Holy Fathers of the Chureh, 


who -will tcll you, that upon the vcry fame 
grounds, which have been here diſcourſcd on, 
they wcre good Chriſftiazs and Catbolicks. 

Prog: It they tell me ſo, I ſhall not catily con- 
tema what they tell me. Farewel. 
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S. I. Of the Churches perpetual Exiſtence. $. 
Viſibility, &c. 4.24 


ff pag dixerunt Prophete 
de Chriſto, quam de Ec- Auguſt. in 
clefia, Puto propterea--- | The Pſalm. 30» 
Prophets have ſpoken more Conce2+ 
ob{curely concerning Chriſt, 

than concerning the Church. The reaſon 
hereof I conceive to be, becauſe they fore- 
ſaw in Spirit, that men would make divi- 
ſions and parties, and that they would not 
much diſpute abuut Chrilt himſelf, but 
that they would raiſe great contentions 


JC 
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about the Church. Therefore that wa# 
more plainly foretold , and more openly 
prophecyed concerning which, greater con” 
tentions would in ſucceeding times be rai(- 
ed,to the end a heavier judgment ſhould 


befall thoſe who ſaw {. the Church | and yet 


Med out of it. 
©ris numeret teftimonia de Eccle- 
Aug, in ſia toto Orbe terrarum diffuſa? Qui] 
Pſ*147- Whocan number the teſtimonies 
given | in Scri ge. touching 
the Church ſpread over the whole carth ? 
who can number them? There are not in 
the whole world ſo many Hereſies againſt 
the Chutch as there are Teſtimonies in the 
oy Law for the Church. What page 
ere does not proclaim this? what verſe 
doe not mention it? All paſſages there 
cry out aloud for the Vanity of our Lords 
Body; for he has placed peace through the 
borders of Hicruſalem : Now thou, O 
Heretick, barkefi againſt all theſe Teſtimo- 


mes : And therefore that which is written 


in the Apocalyple 1s =_ verified in that 
City, ken gar Thou barkeſt a> 
gainſt theſe Boch From what Tri- 
bunal doſt thou judg? Thy Tribunal is the 
preſumption of thine own heart. Tt is a 
lofty , but a ruinous Tribunal. 

Exaltare ſuper celos, Dens, & ſuper om- 
| 2em terrem gloria tua——] Be 
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O God, above the 'Heavens, _ 
and thy Glory over all the .: Azg. inPſal. 
earth, My Brethren,we have - 56. 

notſcen God, cxalted above © . 

the Heavens 3. yet we believe | 


it. But wenot. only believe, but we ſee 


his Glory exalted over all thc Earth [ive 
by. Church. | Now I beſeech: you obſerve 
what a madneſs it is which poſſeſſes Here- 
ticks., They, being cut off trom the compa- 
&ed Body of the Church of Chriſt, and by 
holding a part being deprived, of the whole, 
will not: communicate with the whole earth, 
over which the glory of Chrit} is ſpread. O 
Heretical Madneſs ! Thou believeſt with 
me that which thou doeſt not ſee : , and thou 
denieſt that which both theuand;1do ſce. 
Thou belicveſt with me: that Chriſt is exal- 


ed above the Heavens, which neither of us 


hath ſeen,: and thou denicſt his glory over 
all. the carth, which we both ſec. 
. Ta ſole poſuit Tabernaculum 


fuxm--- |He has placed his Ta- Auguſt. in 


bernacle inthe Sun, that is, in.. Epift.» Fo- 
a place manifeſt (to all) His amire 2» 
Tabernacle is his fleſh: His Ta» 


- bernacle ishis Church which is -placed in 
| the Sun : not in the night but in the day. 
«> Tanquamille, quem catechiza- 


mus, quereret & diceret, quo £r= AuguF. cont. 


| x ſigno-— ] IE N Catcchumen' Fauſt. 0346 
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ſhould be inquiſitive, and fay, But by what 
fign ſhall I, - being as yet little one and 
unable clearly - to diſcern the trath from 
ſo many errours, by what mark, I ſay, ſhall 
I find the Church of Chriſt, to believe 
which, Tam obliged by Co many manifeſt 

rediftions ? Hereto the Prophet. as if he 
Fad # perte& knowledge ' of -the Catechu- 
mens {cruples, anſwers, teaching him, that 
that is forctold to be the Church of Chriſt, 
which is raiſed on high and apparent toall, 
For fhe 35 the feat of his Glory. For in re- 
gard of fiich''doabts as may befal the ſim- 
plcr {ort of Chriſtians, who may be ſeduced 
b ( crafty Y ment from the Charch fo glo- 


'rivuſly manifeft, our Lord providing a reme- 


dy, faith; A City which is fet upon a 
*-miountain cannot be hid. 

Aug: in © Chriſto tales maledicunt , qui-—] 

Pal. $5- Thoſe do blaſpheme- Chriſt, who 

affirm that the Church hath per- 

iſhed from off the whole carth- and re- 


maincd '- only on Africa { Geneva, England 


= 2. Of the Catboliqne Churches Unity : 


and of - Schiſm. 


Una oft Ecelefia quecunque ille 


, Baptiſe ,,  fit-— A, is one. Only Church, 
that i8of which it is 


EET 
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written, my dove _) my «ndefiled) - h-1-c-10 
1s but one, ſhe is the only one of 

her Mother ; neither can thexe be ſo ma © 
ny Chnrches as there are Schiſms , | 0: 


this Poſition both the Schiſmaticks, Dona 
tiſts and S:. Auguſtin were agreed, 
Perirem fi eſſem de parte Pauli--] Aug. in 
I ſhould periſh(ezerally if I were Pſc 1.30» 
of a party of which St.Paul was the | 
leader : How then ſhall I avoid perdition 
if I be of the party of Denatus | of Lather, 
Calvin, Tindall, &c ? \ | 
Ouammws Novatianu-- [Though Pacias 
C the Sebiſ-matick, )) Novatian Epiſt 2. 
hath been put to death | for the ad Sym- 
Faith, | yet he hath not been pron. 
crowned. Why not Crowned? _ | 
Becauſe he died out of the peace, concord 
and communion of the Church, ſeparated 
from that common Mother,ot whom whoſo- 
ever will be a Martyr, muſt be a Member. 
we ought rather to en- Dicks, Ales. 
dure any torments, then con- Frow2 
ſent to the dividing of <p SfdFle#; 
Gods Church : Since the Martyrdom, to 
which we expoſe our ſelves by hindring 2 
diviſion of the Church, is no lc{s glorious , 
then'that which is ſuffred for refuſing to 
Sacrifice to Idols, *; 2 
$3 in Navi periculs ſunt-- | Aug-Scr.22» 
if- there be dangers to thoke | de diverſis- 
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whoare in the Ship, there is certain drownf” 


Ag. in ing to thoſe who are out of it. - 
Plal a2. | I montem ſanfnm tnum---] In-. 
to his Holy M oantain. His holy 
Mounfain is his Holy' -Church. This 15 
the Mountain which according to the'Valt- 
on of- Daniel, grew to this vaſinefs from 
a ſmall ſtone, and breaks all the Kingdoms 
of the earth, and which encreaſed in 
greatneſs till it filled the whole ſurface of 
the earth. In this Mountain'he was heard, 
who ſaid, 1 cryed with my voice unto the 
Lord, and he heard me' from his holy 
Mountain. - Whoſoever prays beſide this 
Mour' ain, let him not hope to be heard to 
eternal life. Many are heard in many of their 
requeſts; but It them not boaſt becauſe 
they are heard, The Devils were heard in 
their requeſt to be ſcent into the Swine, 
Let us delire to be heard to eternal life. - 
There cannot poſſibly be made 
Itemzl.4, any Reformation of ſuch' im- 
Ce 62+ portance, as the miſchief of 
Schiſm is perniciovs; 
Aug. in * Nobiſecum eftis in Baptiſmo---] 
Pſal. 48. You ( Donatiſts ) are with us 11 
Baptiſm, in the Creed, and in 
the other 'Sicraments of our Lord. But in 
the Spirit of Vnity, in the Bond of Peace, 
and tmally- in the' Catholick Church you 
are not - with-uss 


y 
5 
1 
; 
| 


Why are you a Catholique © 
Tenenda eft nobis Chr ftiana Re- Aug. de 

7:919--- ] Chrittian Religion 15 to Vera Relig. 

be held by us, and the Commu- 

nion of that Church which isCatho ick ,and 

is named Catholique, not only by her chil 

dren, but alſo even by her enemies. 

Fieri non poteft---] It cannot Aug.Epiſt. 
poſlibl y be, that any one ſhould 48. - 
have a juſt cauſe to ſeparate his 
Communion from the Communion of the 
whole world. 

Ut hanc omittam ſapientiam-- | Aug.conts 


Not to ſpcak-of that Wildom , Epiſt. 


which you do not bclieve to be - Fandam- 
m the Catholique Church, there < 3- 

are many other- things which 

molt juſtly keep me'1m her boſlome : the con- 
{cnt of people and Nations keeps me : the 
authority begun by miracles , nouriſhed by 
hope, encreaſed by' charity , eſtabliſhed by 
antiquity keeps me. there : A ſucecfiion of 
Biſhops from the Chair of St, Peter (to 


whom our Lord after his Alcegftion commit» 


ted his Sheep tobe fed )to the prelent P on- 
tificate, keeps me there, Laſtly, the very 
Name of Catholique keeps me there , which 
name the Church alone among ſo many 
Hereſies hath not without jult reaſon poſlct- 
ſed, mtfomuch as though all Herc 1cks 
are deſirous to be ca!led Cathulicks, yet it 
a firanger asketh any of them where the 
E 2 | Catholiqi 6 
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Catholique Congregation meets, not any 
of them has the boldneſs to ſhew him his 
own Temple. Thefe therefore ſo many 
and {6 great bonds, keep a believer firm 
in the Catholique Church, although by 


reaſon of his natural dnlnels, 6& perhaps his 


fins, he does not maniteſily ſee* and pene- 
trate the depth of Divine Truthes. But a- 
mong you { Hereticks ) who have none of 
theſe advantages to invite or hold me, no- 
thing is heard to ſound , but a ( vai ) pro- 
' Miſe of true DoGrine , &c. 

Fulgent. de Firmiſime tene , et nullatenus 

Fide adPet. dubites- | Hold molt tirmly 
cap. 39+ anddoubt not at all that eye- 
ry Heretick or Schiſmatick 

baptiſed in the Name of the Father and of 
the Son andof the Holy Ghoſt, if | before 

be Dies | he be not joyned and incorpora- 

ted into the Catholick Church, he can by no 
means be favcd, though he ſhould give ne- 

ver ſo many Almes, yea though he ſhould 

ſhed his Blood for the Name of Chriſt, For 

neither Baptiſm nor liberal diſtributing of 

Alms,; nor the undergoing death for. the 

Name of Chriſt can profit any one to Sal- 

vation, as long as Heretical or Schiſmatical 

lewduds perſevercs in him, which leadeth 

to | eternal | deaths | 
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| 6. 
S. 3+ Of the Cazbolick Churchts Authority. , 4+ 
Of nterpreting Scripture. +. 
Saint Auguſtine 3aforms us, 
that a certain acquaintance of Aug. Re- 
| his derided the Diſciples of : zraF1. x. 
2 Catholick Faith, by which men 


= were commanded to believe | the Church ] 
'] not being taught by demoxſtrative Reaſons 
- what was true. To ſatisfie this Friend, be 


- wrote bis Book De Utilitate 

credendi { Ecclefix ] i» which 1d de Uni- 
; be writes thus,lt is fitly inſtituted litate. 
by the Majeſty of Catholick Dif- 
cipline, that thoſe who come to Religion, 
ſhould before all other things be perſwaded 
to believe| the Church ]But you will fay,were 
it not better that Realon ſhould be employ- 
ed to move me, which without any teme- 
rity I might follow witherſocyer it leadsme? 
Perhaps it might be ſo: But ſuace to come 
to the knowledge of God by Reaſon is 
a matter of ſo gzeat importance.and dif- 
ficulty, do you think that generally all men 
are capable of ſearching into the Reaſons 
| by which mens minds may be brought to 
| a knowledge of Divine Myſteries ? Or are 
the greatelt number of men ſuch ?.or but 
' a few ? I ſuppoſe you will anfwer, Burt a 
few, If{o,doyou thinkthat the knowledge 
of Religion is to be denyed to all the reft, 

E, 4 - who 


Ion 
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who have not ſo piercing a Bdgtment?--— 
It is a miſerable thing toc be deceived 
by Authority 3 but it is much more miſer- 
able not to be moved by it. If Gods 
Providence does not prcfide over human 
affairs , . there will be no cauſe why we 


ſhould trouble our ſelves about Religion-- . 


We : ought 'not therefore to deſpair that 
ſome Authority is conſtituted by God , 
by which thoſe who walk doubtfully may 
be raiſed up to God. 
Puto fi quis Sapiens extitiſſet-- | 
Ang. de 1 conceive that if there were 
Unitate extant a wile man to whom 
Keche.1g« our Lord had given his Teſti- 
mony, | viz that he ſhould be 
direfted by him: | and if that man werecon- 
fulted by us concerning this controverlie, 
we ſhunld not at all doubt to do whatſoever 
he injoyned us, leaſt weſhould be adjudged 
to oppole cur {clves, not {+ much to that 
man himlſelt, as to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by 
whoſe'Tcſtimony he is recommended. Now 
{uch Teftimony doth ourELord afford to his 
Church. : 
. Heretici qui cum in unitate= | 
Aug.in Hcreticks, who thoughy they 
P/2l. 47. - be not in Catholick Unity.and 
Communion,yetGlory in the ti- 
tle otChriſtians,are compelled to oppoſe Or- 
thodox Believers, aiid they have, the bold- 
TT nels 
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neſs to attempt the ſeducing "unskilful Chri- 
ſtans by force of diſputing and Reaſoaing, 
whereas our Lord came with a peculiar 
Medicine againſt this when he enjoyned 
('not reaſoning, but ) Bclicving to all peo» 
pe. But Hereticks are forced to take the 
* way of arguing by reaſon, bccauſe they ſee 
themſelves in a moſt abjc& Condition, if 
ther Authority be comparcd with Cliatho- 
lick Authority. © Therefore they —_ 
to prevail by a pretence and promiſe of 
Reaſon againſt the moſt unſhaken' Authort- 
ty of the firmly eſtabliſhed Church. This 
i5 the uniform, and, as it were regular te- 
merity of z!l Hcreticks. But the moſt cle» 
ment Emp+tror of our Faith has fortihed 
with the Citadel of Authority his Church, 
both by numerous Congregations of Peo- 
ple and Nations, and: the Chairs of his 
Apoſtles 3 He alfo by a few piouſly learned 
and truly Spiritual men has armed his 
Church with molt copious proviſions of 
invincible Reaſon. But the mo! ecure 6G ra- 
tional Diſcipline is, That thoſe who are ig- 
norant 'or infirm ſhould bereceived within 
the Caſtle of F aith.[ depending 011 Authority ] 
that they may be detended by thoſe who can 
combate with the weapons of molt power= 
ful Reaſon, 
Fil Nee nos ipſi tale aliquid audere- 
Ang.dc, mi afſerere-- | Neither durſt 
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Baptiſm weafhrm any ſuch thing |. viz. 
eont. Do- that Hereticks ought not to be re- 
natel. 22 baptized | if we were not 
| ſtrengthned by the unanimous 
Authority of the univerſal] Church : To 
which Authority , no doubt, Cyprian [ whe 
beld the contrary | would have ſubmitted, if 
 Inhis time the truth of this queſtion had been 
eſtabliſhed by the examination and decifiun 
of a Plenary Council. 
Proinde quamuis hujus res certe 
Aug. cont» de Scripturis Canonicis non pro- 
Creſcons feratur exemplum-- | Although 
L1-c.33 no cxprels. example can be 
brought out of Canonical 
Scriptures touching this Point | of rebapti- 
zation: | yet the truth of the ſame Scri- 
ptures in this matter is held by us, when 
we do that which has pleaſed the Univer- 


{al Church, whichthe Authority of Scripture - 


themſelves does commend : That fince the 
Holy Scripture cannot deceive| us, Jhe who- 


foever is 1n fear of being deceived by the | 


obſcurity of this queſtion, may conſult the 
fame Church about it, which Church the 


holy Scripture doth without all ambiguity 


demonſtrate. | 
Aliud eft cum Anthoritati cred:- 


Ang. de mu-| Itis one thing when we | 


Dxnontit. believe, ſubmitting to Autho- 


Anime. thotityz and another when | 
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we yield toxeaſon. Tobelicve Authority is 
a way very compendious and without la- 
ur. 

Et fi nulla ratione indegetur-] Aug.conts 
Whatſoever is from Ancient Fulian- 
times preached by our Ortho- . /. 6. & 5+ 
dox Faith, and believed through 
the whole Church, though by noſearch of 
reaſon it ean be found out, and though by 
no ſpeech it canbe clearly expreſſed,yet not- 
withſtanding it is | tobe acknowledged ] moi 
frue. 

Heretic ſunt fibi arbitri Re- 
ligionis- ] Hereticks are to them Hilar bz» 
ſclves judges of Religion 3 
Whereas Ne proper work of Religji- 
on is the Duty of Obedience | to Aus 
tbority. 

Non ad S. ripturas provocan- 
dum eft-) We mult not (diſpu- Tertull.de 
ting with Herettcks ) appeal to Preſcripfe 
Scripture. Nether is the de- c. 19: 
bate to be conſtituted in things, 
in which either no victory at all will follow, 

or an uncertain one, or little better than 
uncertain, For though the ſucceſs of ex- 
amining Scriptures ſhould not be ſuch, 
tnat each party ſhould have no advan- 
tage over the other , yet due order re- 
quires that that ſhould be firlt propoſed, 
about which at preſent we are to diſpute, 

Vie 
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viz to which of the parties / the prea- 
ching of ) Faith belongs : who have right 
to the Scriptures: from whom,and by whom, 
and when,and to whom that Diſcipline has 
been delivered by which men are made 
Chriftians : For where the Truth both of 
Chriſtian Diſcipline and Faith ſhall ap- 
pear to be, therealſo will 'be the Truth of 
Scriptures and Expolitions,and all Chriſtian 

\- Traditions. 

Sz quid boyum per orbem fre- 

| Ane-Epiſt. quentat Ecclefia-- ] Among ach 

118. things, whatſoever is praqu- 

| ed by the Church through the 

| world,to diſpute whether ſhe ought not to 

# be imitated thercin, isa mark 'of moſt info- 

| Ent madneſs. 

F | Scire ſafficit-- | It js a ſufficient 

i: Aug. de Motive to rcje& trom our Be- 

Herefe liet whatſoever we know to be 


| 
J contrary to the teaching of the 
fi | q Church. 
F 
| 
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. Dicet aliquis, fi Divirzseloquiis- | 
Yincent- ' It maybe demanded, how, it 
Lirix. © both the Devil and his Diſciples 
| | Come c do make uſe of and apply Di- 
'F '2B. vine Scripturcs, Scntences and 
lf | Promiſes, oft whom fome are 
| falſe Apoſtles, others falſe Prophets, and all 
of them Hereticks : What ſhall Catholick 
N "M EGhildren of our Mother the Church do ? 

ly | How 
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How ſhall they diſcern truth from falſhood 
in( interpreting ) Holy Scriptures ? Hereto 
we anſwer, ( according as we have recei- 
ved from Holyand learned men before us ) 
that they mult be very. careful to interpret 
Scriptures according to the Traditions of 
the Univerſal Church, and according to the 
Rules of Catholick DoGtrine. 


SECOND  QVESTION: 1 
7 
BUT, P 
WHY ARE YOU |: 
£ 
ti 
G 
P R O T E. $ T A. N Tf-F1 
b 
| ] 
DEPLE? Dd Ath. Sir, Have you con- |} - y 
| PD, V ſidered ſeriouſly on the F: 
CANE 5d Subje& of our laſt Diſ- d 
| 3D courle 2... | | 
Sy ; BE I Prot. Y es. y 
5 Cath, And have you | 
found either in Serip- | 3 
ture, Tradition, Conncils, C 
os Holy Fathers, any warrant to remain divided, & f 
both ia DoGrize and Diſcipline, tron all Church< . 
os anticutly exiſtent upon Earth .z and at the ' 
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ame time to profels, notwithſtanding, a Belief of 
One, Holy, Catholick, Church, out of whiſe Commu- 
ion there is no Salvation. | 

' Prot. I treely acknowledge that 1 am not able 
to produce any conlidgrable Dwotations to con- 
front yours : Þvotations, I mean, afferting the 


| Authority of patticular, or xen-eretied Churches, 


independent on others. 

; Cath. Then fince, it ſcems, both Scripture, 
Tradition, Councils and Fathers have given their 
Teſtimonies againſt you, Why are you ( il! ) 8 
Proteſtant ? 2+ iy 

$+46: Prot. Sir, Tſuppoſe you do believe 1 
ſhould be very glad to find out a Church to whoſe 
Authority 1 could think my felt obliged entirely 
to ſubmit mine own judgment, and ſecurely to 
commit my Soul to her guidance. Bur hitherto 
not having been able to tind ſuch an one, I muſt 
be content to ſtay where Lam : For as for the 

Roman Church, to whoſe Commuzion.alone you 


- would invite me, ſhe appears to me fo wholly de- 


praved, that I think a real Miracle would hardly 
draw me to joyn my elf to her Commnnione 
Cath. I ſee, Sir, that you, defpairing to juſtifie 
your own Churebes, and to excuſe them from 
Sebiſm, do (cek to draw me to particular Diſ- 
putes ; By which notwithſtanding you can re- 
ceive no benefit at all, whatever the ſucceſs of 
ſuch Diſpzzes ſhall be ; For till the unpaxdona- 
ble guilt of Schiſm will lic upon you. However I 
will not rcfulc ſo fax to comply with Saw, Thes 
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fore tell me, Whercin conſiſts that depravation 

you ſpeak of ? | 

Prot. It conſiſts in this, that both her DoGirives | 

and Diſcipline are tramed, as on purpole to com- ; 

ply with wordly intereſts: and by. conſequence 
are oppoſed to the Spirit of Chriſtianity.” 
Cath. How does that appear © PE 

$. 47. Prot." It appears more than ſufficiently ; 

in this, that, { as the . late learned | 

Archbiſhop of Spalavo obſerves) all Scogli» det | © 

"thoſe Points of your Belief and Chr.Nawfr. 7Z 

Pratfice which we 'condemn, and 7 

I: 

d. 


for which we ſeparate from your Charch, are 

fach as manifeſtly have a ſirohg influence on the 

fatisfying either her Ambition or Copetonſueſs. 
Cath. Which are the Points which you ſup- 


poſe to comply with Ambition ? z 
Prot. Theſe which hcre follow : x. Tour Chur- py 


ebes aſſuming, the Title of Catholick, to ber ſelf a ||| : 
tone, with exclufi11 of all other Churches, 2: The Fa 
| Popes aſſumed Vniverſal Authority., 3. His preten- BN 
ded Infallibility in determining Controverſics. 4.His 
wſurped Temporpal Authority. 5. A Power, to be 
acknowledged as given to Priefts, by conſecrating 
the outward Symbols, to male the glorified Body of 
our Saviour prejert on the Altar. 6. The Offerint 
bt 22 Sacrifice to #he Father. 7. The expoſing. of t 
' vo mens Athration. 8. The Obligation impoſed oz 
ell ſmners-t0 diſcover their moſt ſteret fins to Priefts 
_#» Confeſſion; and to ſubmit to ſatisfattions enjoyned 
* by them. 9g. A proud efteem of att aining to facti- 


n gi 
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an4 Szlvation' by your own Merits Thus your — 
Clergy, not content to invent Dotitines proper 


to procure their” own Exalcation, would inffill 
; Pride into the people- alſo. ' 
: S. 48. Cath. For what Dottriyes do you ac< 


cuſe the Roman Church of Covetouſnefs ? ! 
Prot. Of this Hatter fort are- the Roman Do- 
y ines. 1. Toxching Prayer for the dead and Phr- 
gatory, ont of the” bits wherbof' Soals are i be” 
J/ redeemed by Ma ore wal Gece y; Fr  gaiang of 
Heaven by 'money -grven for Indultenccs. > The 
Invocation of Sanlth. 4+ The” worſhipping of their 
Images. and Relicks : To which P;lgrimages are ore 

ſy daintd with cofffy Offerings, _— 

49. Cath. This Obſeroation, mate by the 
P | inf bus tate you named,,if rightly confide= 
red, xruly cems to argue a ouiile ſomewhere; yet 
f- | not in the Church, bar much rather'in thoſe who 
& Þ| ſeparated from her: For it ſtrong argues, that, 
be fince, ty oppole-ber, they made choice only of 
ci aſt Points which regarded the Honour, Autho- 
Tis rity and Wealth 'of the Clergy, the true Morives 
be inducing therm-to tebet waiſt the Church were, 
mg | not any zeal for Truth, or Care for their Souls 


of 

in 

is 

<6 — Oboe, and a thirſ un- 
efts | cefur rob her of thc Treaſgr e and '7 
ned bY rn ot; hier by the Viery, 's airy) 


Pro tell me { 


ei 708, .. for 
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were to eſtabliſh a Chxrch, would: you take for 
your pattern that Schiſmatical King | 
Feroboam, who cholc Prieſts from the 1 Kin.1 2 
regs? of the people , or God himſelf, 

who inſtituted @ ſplendid Clergy ? 

Prot, It cannot indeed be denied, but- that 
contemptible, necdy and depending Direfours of 
Souls will but: very meanly diſcharge {o high an 
Office as Chrzt, has committed to: them, having 
made them Spiritual Fudges of 
Mankind and ttiled them the Light Mat-5.13,14-+ 
of the-world, and the Salt of thc | 
Earth. = 

Ss. 50.*Cath. It the firſt Reformers had been 
of-your judgment, they would firſt have reform- 
ed in thcmſclves;their jinordinate Paſſions. But, 
Sir, if you pleaſe, ct us leave the jhdgment , of 
mens ſecret intentions to Almighty God, to whom 
alone they are, ppen and trayſparent. However, 
this may with fall aſſurance be aſſerted, That it 
Scriledge and, freedom from Eccleſigftical Furiſ- 
dition were not the onely prime Motives, they 
were, and will be, the prtme Effets of your mul- 
tiplied Reformations. 

$- 51+ Prot. I am wcll content to deſiſt from 
enquiring into the ſecret thoughts of perſons on 
cithcr fide : And . therefore I will - hercctorth 
conſider the forementioned Pozuts in debate 
between us, ablolutely and in themſelves. And 
ſo\doings, you, mult give me leave to fay, That 
- this gſoamay with full aſſrance be aſſerted, that, 
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whatever Motives the Roman Church may have to 
require Belief of them, we cannot aſl:nt to them 
without rendring our ſelves guilty of apparent 
contradicting Scripture generally in them all, and 
no leſs than the heyncus Crimes of Swperſtition 
and 14»12try in ſeveral of them. 

Cath. T donot much wonder to hear from 
you ſo cruel a Cenſure of cur Cath:lick, Belief. Yea, 
perhaps I ſhould my ſelf joyn with you in the 
like, if I ſhonld take a proſpe&t of the Church 
BY the ſame falſe Ligbt that I perceive you have 

Ones 

Frot. Why, Sir, from whence ſhould I receive 
Light to diſcover what you teach, but from our 
Controvertiſts ? | 

$.5 2+ Cath. 1 did not at all doubt from whence . 
that which yon call Light came. And therefore 
permit me to tell you,that if you frame your judg- 


ment touching the Fazth of C atholicks by what you © * 


find commonly in Coxtrovertifts , you will con- 
demn you know not what, nor whom. 

Prot. This is ſtrange : Do none of our Con- 
zrovertiſts underſtand what your C hurch teach- 
es? | 

$. 53: Cath. What, and: how much they un- 
detſtand I cannot define, But this I may with 
confidence fay, that generally judging of yout 
Controvertifts, not a twentieth part of one of 
their Volumes contains an examination of the ne- 
ceſſary Faith of the «( hxrch, which Fazth not- 
withſtanding,/ cFEended to be confuted in every 
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- ,Prot. Notwithſtanding what you ſay, yet your 
.Caontrovertiſts alſoin anſwering -our B29ks, dog 
take vn them to defend whatſozver ours oppole 
as the Dotrines of your Church. | 

Cath. It is too, true indecd of ſome of thera 3 
who deſerve much to be blamed for giving 
thereby occalion to our Ave (aric; to multiply 
unneceflary Debates, by a partial ettcem of their 
own. privatc, adopted 0p:1utons, of their peculiar 
Interpretations - of the Churches DoQrines, their 
probable Adz:tiozs io them, and uferences from 
«them : all wiich they are dctirous ſhould pals 
for Poixts of Catholich Faith. B:lides this, fſeve- 
xal Schoolmea there are, whoſc cad of Writing 
b-ing.to boaſt their 1/3t and Subtilty, who will 
peuctrate into all things 3 no 'Myſteries ſhall be 
incomprehenhble to their Philoſopby, and who 
think it a great Mafery to advance Poſrtions bor- 
dering, on the very brink of Hereſie, Speculative 
or Moral, and then.by ſome nice Diitin#ion to 
prove them, if not Orthodox, at lzatt not defer- 
ving tic utmoſt Cefores. And of theſe mens 
ralhnels Proteſtayts oft-times take advantage, and 
zealoutly oppole them, as if the Church were ob- 
liged to make good their azry Specalations. 

S. 54+ Prot. What Expedient then do you 
1 to me by which I maybe certainly in- 
ormed of your Churebes Doftrines. 

Cath. The way 1s plain, eaſie and ſhort, 1t you 
will look bctore you and not, wiltully go out of 
it, | 
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Prot. Ipray you put me into that way. ''.' 4 
Cath. The way is to examine candidly and fe- 
rioufly the Churches owu Deciſions only, which if 
you do, you will tind how little ſhe is concern'd 
in the accuſations you lay againſt her. 02. 

' Prot. It this prove true, furcly our Maderi: 
C ontroverti'ts have a dreadful Accozut to make to 
God, who ſcem ſtudicuſly to defign the wide- 
ging, of the breaches among Chrit; ans. | 

c ath. That whatlT (ay is true, I dare take the 
contilence to make your felt the Judge» And * 
this I unJertake to demonſtrate thruugh all«the 
controverted Points before mentioned by - your, - 
not by diſputing, alledging Proofs, or an{wering 
Objedions \ but only by repreſenting briefly to 
you, in a ſimple manner, the pure, naked Do- 
Arine of the Church in relation to all theſe 
Points. | | 
Prot. 1 am likewiſe ſufficiently averſe from 
clamorous Difputes, which commonly are only 
Prizes of a quick Faxcze or voluble tongue, and 
tomentors ot unruly Paſſions. Therctore I cxpe&t' 
what you intend to fay. | 
$. 55+ Cath. B:fore I begin, I have a few 
Requeſts ( 1n my judgment net unreaſonable ) to 
make to you. The firſt is, x. That ( having ſup- 
poled that upon a true or falſe Belief Eternity of 
Happineſs ot Miſery depends) you would torce 
your Imagin#ion- to put yourſelt in that ftate in' 
which your hrlt Reformers- really were, immedi-, 
ately betore they*broke- from the Chyrches Obt+- 
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it, by adhering to a New-begun Society, never 
heard of in the world before, upon a pretence 
that the "þxreb in which you live, and which 
you as yet eſteem to be the true ' atholick Church, 
teaches moſt pcrnicicus Errowrs , Superſtitions, 
and Idolatrons pradices : Of the Juſtice of which 
pretence your Tempters, now declared Enemies, 
will needs be the 7adges. 

Prot. This I will endeavour to perform. 

$. 56+ 2. Cath. My Second Requeſt 1s, That you 
will acknowledge that the Dodrines of Catholick 
Faith, once dccided bythe Church, are tobe un- 
derltood in the plain literal Scnce, and in the la- 


ſequence thet when they are ſcverally reſtrained 
to cifterent particular S-nles by interpretation of 
Catholick writers, tuch Interpretations arc nor ne- 
clarily to be admitted by you: And much leſs 
arc other DuCtrins, by inference drawn from them, 
to beeltcemed Points of Catbolick Faith, but only 
' Opinions of particular Divines, which do not ob« 
| lige to Aſcnt. 

W...Pro:. This ought in reaſon to be acknow- 
W Icdged. 

| $« 57+ 3- Cath. My third and laſt; Requeſts is, 
That, wheu your Tempters ſhall tell you that the 
Carb wick Churc': teaches Dofriuh conrary to 
WW Scripture,you would acknowledge that unlcls ſuch 
$2 pretcuded Contraricty can be evidently demou- 


dience and Communion , and ſuppoling that you * 
were carneftly tempted by them. alſo to forſake '- 


titude of the Chirrches expreſſion. And by con- | 
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ſtrated. to you, yon ought notfor that-cauſe to 
forfake the Chxrchcs Communion -* For undoub< 
tcdly; where her Dotiriner ſeem only probably 
contrary to ſome Text of Scripture, her Amthori< 
tyis ſuch as to oblige you to helieve that her 
Senee ought to be preferred before that of her 
Exemies, who are dcititute of all Authority. And 
it would be madneſs to tranſgrefs the neceſſary 
Dmty of peaceful Obedience and of avoiding 
Schiſm, upon a probable hope of finding ſome 
Truths elſewhere. 

Prot.Reaſon requires that this alſo be granted. 

$6. 58. Cath. Theſe conceflions therefore being, 
preſuppoſed, give me leave to put you in mind 
of what you ſaidat the entrance into this onr 
Diſcourſe, viz. That, ths mry be with full afſit- 
rance aſſerted, that you cannot aſſent to any of thoſe 
Dotirints taught by the Romn Church, and rejed- 
ed by your Party, without rendring your ſelf guilty 


of apparent contradifting, Scripture, 


Prot. I remember - this well ; but how will you 
dilprove me? 

Catb. It this Perſwafion of yours were well 
grounded, it would be not only in vain, but un- 
lawful for me to ſeek to withdraw you from it. 
But being on the other ſide affured, that what 
you ſay is apparent, is only ſo in 4 falſe appear- 
ance to your mind prepoſſed z I hope I may with- 
out vanity promiſe to demonttrate to you that 
you only think, and this without ground, that 
you arc aſſured, 
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Prot. You - make-large Promiſes to your. {clt, 


; which I believe will have (mall cffte& upon me. 


Caih.. Sir, Truth . and a Good intention make 
me confident, that Divine Grece, which is Omui- 


potent, will accompany them.., Wheregs there- 


fore you lay, That 'Romang. Dvfrines are appar 
rently, or evidently congary to. Scripture : 1 de 
fire you to take into conſideration that the ſame 
Reman Church, at the ſame time, both propoſed 
the Belief of thoſe DoGrines to your firft Refor- 
mers, and allo gave them the Seriptures, teſtify- 
Ing that they were the infallible Word 'of God. 
Therefore certainly it was far from beingevident 
te ber that her, DoGirizes did evidently contradick 
Divine Revelatiom Now you will not ſurely deny 
hut. that-in+ the Caitbolick Church; there are men 
as earned, and. thoſe in a.. far greater namber, 
than among. Proteftauts , Men, Iſlay, who-allo 
make the Seriprarres, their principal ſtudy, and 
have publiſhed almoſt innumerable Commentaries 


 on-them/3 gain; Mex, of whom. a great number 


live ſcqueſtred from the world, in an affiduous 
Practice of-Spiritual Prayer,, and. thexefare not 
tkely to-have their judgments, perverted. by 


worldly intereſts. : Yet wot any one: of theſe docs 


ſee, - or but aſpect that the Faith thcy proftls. is 
contradicted . by; Gels. Word :.00 ithe ; contrary, 
they invivgibly derontirate, ,that: the Churreh has 
been, as the only Depoſitury of: Seriptrere, {0 like- 
wiſe of the - rrae-+Senge of it, ;: How comes then 
that to be evident to you, which 1s invilible 

to 


to them? Which way went the Spirit of God,fram 
the whole Church, to inhabits a debauched znce+ 


ſtnous Fryer,or a (tigmatized Picard,upon wholecre- 


dit doubtleſs you have taken up your Evidence? It 
they could have ſhewed you in Scriptere Tuch pal- 
{ages as theſe, The. Pope is not the Supream Biſhop & 
Viſible Head of the Church \ Bread by S andtification 
does not become tbe Body of Chrift; We ought not 
to confeſs our ſins to Priefts Purgatory is a meer 
bumane invention : It #.an injury to Chrift to de-- 
fire Saints, bus none #0 dgfire Sinners, t1 pray fot 
us, &c. Such ſayings indeed as theſe might have 
juſtified your charge againſt the Church, that ſhe 
contradicts Scrjpture- But where are ſuch ſays 
ins to be found, exccpt it be in the Heretzcal 
Writings of your Reformers ? On the contrary, 
ſome Points  contradiqory to thoſe are found 1li- 
terally contained . in Scripture 3. and to elude 
them. you arc forced to have recourle to fignra- 
tive ſenſes : and the reſt are conveyed to us-by 
the. ſame Authority, by which we recerve the 
Seripture it {elf, Yea by the Holy Fathers juſtified 
as cor{onant to Scripture : and however 1 ſup- 
pole you will 'not ſay, that filexce is equivolent 
to exprefs contradiction. The utmoſt that you 
can fay is, that perhaps you can produce noW 
and then ſome ſcattered Texts of Scripture: from 
which you can make a ſhew of arguing againkt 
ſome Texents of the Catholick Church : But what 
wilt that avail you, fince Probability (as hath 
been {aid ) will-not excuſe you for omitting a ne» 
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eſſary duty of obedience, and incurring the hor- 
rible guilt of Schiſm. Where now do you fee 


an evidence that the Church contradicts Serip- 


ture f 
Prot. I ſhall be better enabled to give a reſo- 


lation in this Point, when, according to your 
promiſe,you ſhall have given me an account of the 
ary Doftrines of your Church 1n the points 
controverted between us. 
$. 60. Cath. That Promiſe 1 will now, with 
Gods affiſtance ; diſcharge through all the Points 
mentioned by you in the beginning. 
And firſt as touching the two tuſt Poants, 
VIZ | 
1. The Churches Anutharity. . 
' 2+ The Popes Univerſal Furiſdifiion, &c. 
enough hath been ſaid in our former diſcourſe. 
Yet tor your further ſatisfaQtion I will enlarge my 
felf a little more. Take therefore into your con- 
Gderation that it is a Fundamenzal Truth agreed 
on by all Catholicks, That the only Objefs of Ca- 
tholick Faith are ſuch Divine Truths as are reveal- 
ed i Gods IWord, and alſo prop.ſed to all by the 
Catbolick, Church to be believed by Divine Faith. 
Now this general Ground bing preſuppoſcd, 
ig caſe any Controverſies ſhould artfe touching the 
ſence of any Divize Truths revealed, it is unque- 
ſtionably necefl2ry that (cme Means ſhould beap- 
pointed by Ged to determine ſuch controverſies, 
and to prevent a diſlipation , ef his Church by 
Herefies aud Schiſms. And what other Mean 
can 
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| can”be imagined efficacious hereto then what 
| hath been taught and praiſed even from the 
Apftes time, and this declared by the Councel 
ot Trent, That no man tru'ting to bis own pri 


dence | or Skill] ſhall preſume to inter- 


pret Holy Scripture in matters of Faith Conc. 
or Manners pertaining t» edification of Trid. 
| Chriflian Dedirine, wreſting it to his Scſl.4. 

} own ſentes, againſt tht ſente which our 
Holy Mother the Church doth, or hath beld | to 
whom it belongs to judge of the true ſence and in- 
terpretation of Holy Scriptures | or alſo againſt the 
anammons conſent of the Fathers ? 

This is that which the Roman Catholick 
Church teaches concerning her Amnthrity of in- 
terpreting controverted Texts of Scripture. No 
more then this 4s any Catholick, obliged #P be- 
lieve. Now [ leave it to your conſcienc®whe- 
ther you can think it a ſuthcient Grownd for you 
to break from her Communion upon this quarrel, 

b=cauſe ſhe judges more fit that the judgement of 
| the whole Body of Teachers and Governours ap- 
pointed by God in her, ſhoald prevail againſt 
{your lingle judgment, or that of a tew Apytats 
Miniſters : Eſpecially conſidering the Promiſes 
made by our Lord to his Apoſtles and their law- 
tul Succgſſo#rs, that his Spirit ſhorld 
remain with them and dire them into JO. 16. 

'. * Pall Truth, tiil the end of the world, lo 13. 
as that the gaics of Hell | that is, lay Mat. 16. 
the Fatbers, Herefies | ſhauld never pre> 18. 
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Prot. Fee it. is'in vain to contradict thisi- 45 

'$. 61+ Cath, Let us next proceed to what the 
Church has determined touching the -Priviledges 
ard. Authority of the Prime Piftoite the Biſhop of 
Rome. Thus then we read in the Cofeffion of 
Faith coll:&ed by the Pope him{clf 
oat of the Council of Trent, I acknow= Bulls Pit 
ledge the Holy Catholick and Ap jtolick Pe4. 
Roman Cixirch to be the Mother and F 
Miſtreſs of all Ghurches : and I promiſe true Obed;-+ 
exce to the Biſhops of Rome, Succeſſeutiof $t. Peter 
Prince of the Apoſtles, and Vicar of Feſies C brit. 
Here the See Apoſtolich, bzing acknowledged the 
Afther and Miſtreſs of all Churches, and the - Pope 

"war of Criſt, his univerſal Furifdiftion 15 
Ecrcin acknowledged. Which FJuriſdiftion, or 
Authority, we are not to fuppole to be arbitrary 
azd OT: but (as we read 1n 
2 Canon of the Coxncil of Blyeace Conc. 
confented to by the Emperogr, Patri- Flr. 
ak and other Biſhops ot Greece) to be 


Exerciſed | xaf' iy p30 x, iv Tris eparlincicy &c. ] afier | ar 


* the manner 4s is alſo contained in the Gefts of Occu- 


| 
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 mwencal Councils and Sacred Canons, And ſuch a ſto: 
Primacy invelted with Authority as this the Gexe- | PE 


rat Council of Chalcedrn(admitted by. Proteſtants) 
gocs acxnow'edpe in bim : which is allo atteſted 
by Tradition, and practice from the beginning. 
$. 62 Now the neccflity of fucha ſtanding Au- 
#rity in Gods Chmch is thus grounded. The 


Þſ"!etcly Suprea:n Eccleſiaical Authority, againtt 


ma 


Cent 
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which can lfe no Appeal, is confeſſedly refidins 
in a lawful General Council, by which alt Debare# 
whatſocver may be determined, all neceſſary 
Lars enacted, &c. But it being a matter of is- 
fknite difficulty, eſpecially ſince the diviſion of 

the Roman Empire, to bring together ſo vaſian * 
Aſſembly trom all Regions, and yet Unity, eſfens 
tial to the Church, being alwaſts to be preſerved, 
which cannot be done without - a ſuperemiyent 
Goverment alwajes exiſtent, hence it is comets 
paſs that the ſupream Biſhop and Seceſſour of the 
Prince of the Apoftles,has even trom the beginning 
beeti' acknowledged this ſupereminenut Governiae 
through all-the whole Church, to take care'that 
the commen eſtabliſhed Laws, former Defintti- 
ou7 and Deciſi-ns of the Church be every where 
obſerved and profeſſed 3 to prevent any innovas 
tions in Dodrin and alſo to end Controverſies 4- 
mong Catholicks (it any ariſe) at leaſt by filen- 
cing contentious Diſputes till a General Comneil 


! may further conſider them : by which all Schiſms 


;frer | 


are prevented 3 and alw Hereſjes, that is any 
Dottrines that are declared by this ſupream Pa+ 


-h a | ſtoie coutrary to tormer Chureh-definitions, per- 


enC- 
Hts) 


ſted | 


petually crufhed : and lafily to judge i» caufis 
majoribus, when quarrel]s arile among Patriarks 


| Metropolitans, '&C. | 


\ Thus fiands the caſe : and now I appeal to 
your own Conſcience, whether you can imagine 
any other Expedient for preſerving a general 
Peace and Unity in Gods Church : And whether 
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if you were appointed,and alſo enabled, to frame 
fuch a Chxrch as was neceſſarily to continue al- 
waics One Body, Reaſon it ſelf would not dictate 
the fame Order to you. Experience ſhews that all 
Diviſions both in the Feſt aud Eft are to be aſcri- 
+ -bedro mens renouncing Obedience to this Common 
Governonr- 

$. 63+ Prot. Truly Sir, I cannot but acknow- 
ledge that to preſerve Order and Peace in fo vaſt 
a Body as the Cbarch is,there mult of neceſlity -be 
a Government ; and- it Government then $ub- 
ordination and conſequently an cltabliſhed $x- 
pream Governour. And now methinks, refle« 
Qing upon Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, I ſee clearly 
that ſuch an orderly Government was fcttled in 
the Chxrch by the Apoſtles them(elves- For it, 
as fomeamong us pretend, the ſame Apoſtles had 
intended no Szpereminence of Biſhops above Preſ- 
byters, and no degrees of authority among Bſþps, 
it could not poſhibly have happened, that a tew 


unarmed Biſhops, not aflified by Secxlar Power, | 
ſhould, fo immediately after the Apoftles, have | 


fubducd luch a world of Presbyters, formerly ſup- 
poled their equals, to their Fariſdidtion, and no 
marks be lett in any antient J/-iters to ſhew that 
thoſe Presbyters relilted, or {0 much as complain- 


ed againſt tuca an xſrrpatin and tyramy. And | 
_ the like ntay be {aid toucking the Subordination of | 


iimple Biſhops to Metropolitans, Primats, Patri- 
arks ; and of all theſe to the Swpream Paſtonr : 
Though probably thoſe Tiles came into the 


27 
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Church in pofteriour ages. Therefore upon due 
confideration I cannot dcny but my averkon to 
ſuch and fo qualified an Autbority of the Biſhop 
ot Rome, as you ſay is moderated by the Churches 
Decifion, 15 very much abated. 

Cath. Since therefore you now fce a way how 
to avoiddanger from this (to you formerly) Rock 
of offence, 1 may, I ſuppolc, procced to the tollow+ 
ing Points of Controverſie touching the Holy Ex 
chariſt, &c« - 

$. 64+ 3. Of the Popes Temporal 
p Li and Jar filion? 

Prot: No, Sir, Yon go too faſt ; For, though 
I am. perfwaded that our firſt Reformers with all 
their Rhetorick, ſhould not have drawn me with 
them out of the Church, upon this Motive of op+ 
polmg ſuch an Authority in the Pope, as has been. - 
acknowledged by General Councils, and the or- 
dinary Exerciſe otit to be regulatcd by approved 
Canons, lince, I ſuppoſe ſuch Authrity regards 
only Ecclefiaitical Aﬀazrs. But your Church wall 
not be contented with this : for ſhe will extend 
it allo to Temporal mattcrs, even to the diſpo 
of Kingdoms, depoling of Princes, ablolving Sub- 


zefts from their natural Alegiance expreſly com- 


manded in Holy Scripture, &e. 

Cath. Where do you find that our Church 
inyeſts the Pope with ſuch an Amthsrity ? 
\* Prot. I cannot diltindly tell you that: but 
of this I am. affured that the Pope challenges it, 
and as by Divine Right, | 


of it? 


3 ad, m : 
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, © Cath. How do! you ground ' ſuch 'an afſu- 


rance ? you will not ſurely efteem this to be an 
irrefragrable Proof thereof, becauſe ſome of his 
Predeceſſours have challenged it , when' as for a- 
bove a thouſand years before them not any pre- 
cedent Pope ever 'pretended to it, 
But let it be ſfuppdſed that (the preſent Pope 
did now challenge it : Will you- not live in a 
Community in which the Gevernoxr challenges 
more then you will grant to be his due. 
Prot. No-traly': eſpecially if that Amthority, 
to which he pretended, endangers the ruine of 
\F ; 'or the utter bahithment” of Peace 
every where:" For ſuch an A»thoriry, Tarnſiire, 
was never cſabliſhed on earth by our Savior, 
who is the Prince of Peace: And that which 
makes me affared hereof is this ; becauſe it Chriſt 
had - had ſuch an intention of diflolving the 
Frame of all Civil Government through the world, 
he*would-have left in Scripture, or Tradition, 
moſt expreſs proofs of fuch his will, in a mat- 
ter of that infinite importance - whereas the 
quite contrary rather appears. wr 
* Cath.You ſay well. But will you run out of the 
Chirch in caſe a Pope ſhould chance to challenge 
more then his duc, when perhaps no obliga= 
fron lies npon you to ſubmir to ſuch Authorit 
challenged by him, or to ackflowledge the Jaffe 


Prot. Dare-you diſacknowledpt this Aurhovisy ? 
*$+ 65- Cath. What I ackyowledge or difac- | 


Ll 
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Put generally Princes, whcn tree 


mit Reſcripts, Bulls ox Mandats from Kome , 
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knowledge is not material. But to re&ify you® 


miſtake, I will ſincerely acquaint you with thE 
whole matter as it ſtands at this day : and thenc© 
you may colle& what muſt be required from 


you, in caſe you are a Catholick. 


Prot. You will mnch oblige me therein. - 

Cath. Then, it cannot be denyed that ( be- 
fides that Temporal Poxecr indeed belonging to 
the Pope within his own Dominiozs , of which . 
he is now the Femporal Soverargn) ſeveral 
Papes in former times have both Challenged , 
apd aCtually excrciſcd an un'imitted Tempo- 
ral Furiſdicion over other Kingdoms and Em- 
pires. Which FJuriſdition, if it hath not been 
expreſly acknowledged as juſt, yct it hath been 
ſometimcs ſubmitted to by Kings, cither ob- 
noX10us and unable to refit, or deſirous to 
make uſe ot it for their own advantage againſt * 
Enemics or Rebels. Sevcral examples hereof 
remain in our Records, particularly during the 
Raigns of King John and Heyry the third. 

i from ſuch 
exigences, have reſolutely aud ſtoutly -refilted 
ſuch pretentions of the Roman Court. 

It we now deſcend to latter times,and eaſt our 
view on the preſcut ſtate of Chriſtendom, we 
ſhall find Kzygs Ind ſtates fo far from admit- 
ting ſuch ap exhorbitant forrain Furiſdidition 
to be exerciſed cr acknowledged within their 
Domigions, that not any of them will per- 
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"hough regarding even Eccleſiaſtical affairs ( un- 
j<1s rouching private inferiour perſons; tobe pub- 
iſhed, & much leſs executed within their ſtates, 
el examiuved and approved in their reſpe- 
ctive Counſels. 
| Nay more then this : even the Canons of 
Refirmation prelcribed by the Generall Comncit 
"f Trent , as tar as they are ſuſpected to en- 
trench upon the Temporal Porrer of Princes , 
have always bcen retuſcd to be admitted in 
Frax-e, the P-pe not only knowing , but ex- 
prcſly allowing ſuch refuſal ; as appears by the 
Bull ot Pope Clement the VIIIth. fent to Ring Hex- 
ry the forth, at his reception into the 
P.rron in Church, and recited by Cardinal Pere 
Ambaſſ. rin im his Epiſtles : in which Bell 
we tid this Clauſe; His Majeſty 
(hall efferally take order that the Council of Trent 
he publiſked and admiticd in all things, Excepting 
only (ut your moſt earnct Supplication and Petiti- 
on) thoſe things, if there be any ſuch, which can- 
not be put in exccution with.ut a real diſtrerbance 
of public} tranquility. 
The Kizg of Spain likewiſe, though 
Epiſt. believed to be more compliant with 
Margarc- the Court of Rongg, being follicited 
te Guber- by the Pope to publiſh and admit 
natrics the fame C onncil in his Belgick Pro- 
a4 Archi-= winces, though he willingly yiclded 
epiſcopem thereto, yet he did it not without 
ameracs this additional Clauſe . adjoyned , 
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Touching the Regalities, Rights, Pre= & Re- 
rogatives and Preeminences of his Ma ſponfis e- 
Jeſty, bis Vaſſals, Eftates and Subjefts, juſd. 
the Laycal Furiſdiliom hitherto uſed, 

the Right of Lay-Patronage, the Right of Nomi- 
nation , Hearing of cauſes in the poſſeſſory matter 
of Benefices, Tithes poſſeſſed or pretended to by Secu- 
lars, &c. in regard of all ſuch things hs Majeſties 
zntention 3s that proceedings ſhall go on as hitherto 
they have done, without changing any thing at dll 
&c.. So neceſſarily ſcrupulous are Chriſtian 
Princes to prevent the leaſt diminution of their 
Temporal Rights and Priviledger. 

More lately likewiſe when certajn Authors of 
one Order publiſhed ſeveral Treatiſes,in which they 
endeavourcd to exalt to the height the Popes 
Furiſdition Univerſal in Temporal affairs, thoſe 
Books were ccntured and condemned by many 
Catholick Univerſities, and committed to the 
fire by Publick Authority, the Pope not being 
ignorant hereot. And moreover (which per- 
haps is yet more conſiderable) . the Swperiour 
General of the ſaid Religious Order, even in 
Rome it ſelf, publiſhed an Edi (known to all 
Chriſtend»m_) by which he ftrifily forbad bis Sub- 
Jiiets, under moſt heavy Cenſures, to maintain ſuch 
a" Temporal Furiſdittion of the Pope, either in 
Books , Sermons or Diſputatims, Now that 
which makes this ſo folema a' Prohibition of 
more werght is this, that whereas the foreſaid 
Authours earneſtly contended to prove that alj 
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* Chriſtians were obliged to' believe the Popes 
Right to ſuch Amntbority, 85 ax Article of our 
Chriftian Faith, the faid General; by publiſhing 
his Prohibitory Edid, clearly ſhewed that he rc- 
nounced the Belief of ſuch a Dofrine : For -0- 
therwiſe, Who but an Antichriſt would ſo ſeverc- 
ly under a penalty of Excommunication forbid 
the teaching or defending. an Artiele of Faith ? 
And morcover in a General Chapter not long af- 


B ter aſſembled, the faid Prohibition was ratifted 


by all Smuperiozrs of the ſame Order , as" their 
own IVriters tcltifics 

' Proz. T muſt needs confeſs that Chriftian 
Princes, and Snbjedts tov, are much beholding 
to that Worthy Gezeral for his prudence n=, 
zcal to prevent occaſions of tumults and Scditi- 
ons. Notwithſtanding it feems to me that 
Prizes are not yet ſecure ; for though the'(aid 
D-F&rize ſhould ceaſe to be etteemed aii Article 
of Faith, why may it not be defended as an Opi- 
#ton, at leaſt Speculatively probable ? and if fo, 


a ſlender Probability will have force but too 


great to raiſe and foment Rebellionus, when dil- 
contents are multiplied among the people. 

$. 66. Cath. You are much deceived, Sir. 
For beſides that you may be ſure that Princes 
will never pcrmit their Authority to bc rendred 
queſtiozable, the very pretending fucihi a Dodrine 
to be only Probable, is equivalently to grant 
that it is #o Autbority at all : Since every one 
knows, that 2zmcer probable Title againſt a long- 
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eftabliſhed poſſeſſion (ſych as is that of Prince}, 
for their Temporal Soveraignty) is. in- Law an 
eaſon accounted »o Title : and © conſequent] 
none who have any ſente of Chriſtianity wit 
ever ſeck, with the horrible Scandal of Religion, 
to inſtil] ſuch a manifeſtly unjuſt incentive to 
Rebellion into the minds of Chriſtians. 
And now, Sir, I befeech you to conſider 
things ſeriouſly, and then judge with what in- 
juſtice and cruelty our whole Religzon and Church 
is condemned, as teaching Treaſon and Rebellion, 
aud thjs only tor a tew private mens Writings, 
fo generally abhorred by our ſelycs. 
Prot. All I can ſay hereto is. that for as much 
as concerns my felt, I will be no longer an ac- 
cuſer of your Church in this matter. Proceed 
therefore if you pleaſe, to the other following - 
Points. 
4+ Of the Real Preſence and Tranſub- 
flantiation. 
$. 67. Cath. The next Point of Catholick Do- 
fArine , oppoſed by all Sefarics , regards the 
Holy Excharift. Their rage againſt the former 
1s indeed greater, becauſe interelt is more con- 
cerned in it : but a greater advantage for (c- 
ducing the ignorant people they make of this, 
becauſe they permit them to judge of this molt 
dreadful Myſtery by their outwazd Senſes, which, 
Catholicks, inttruacd by Holy Fathers, tell them 
are not to be believed here: 
In the Excharift the tult matter of Diſpute, 
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and ground of the reſt, is the Cztholick Do@rine 


touching thc Real Preſence of our Lords Bidy on - 
tbe Altar after Cyſecration of the Symbols, thus 
declared in the Cmfefſion of Pope Pius the fourth, 
out of the Comeil of Trent, I'profeſs that in the 
moſt Holy Sacrament of the Ezxcharijt i preſent 
truly and ſubjtantially the Body and the Blood, to- 
ether with the' Soul and Divinity of our Lord 
ſus Chriſt : And thai there is made a Converſion 
of the whole Subſtance of the Bread into bu Body, 
and of the whole Subſtance of the Wine into his 
Blood : Which Comerſiie the Catholick Church 
calls Tranſubjtzntiations 
This Article of our Belief is to us ſolidly 
eſtabliſhed on the Words of Iiſtitution, THIS 
IS MY BODY: which Words without any 
figurative explication are repeated alike by three 
Evangeliits and the Apoſtlc Saint Paul : there- 
fore we believe, following univerlal Tradition, 
that our Lord fincerely meant as he ſpakez and 
becauſe we believe fo, we are hated, 
Prot. Bat how can you expc& that we ſhould 
aſſent hereto, fince our Szyſes contradif it ? 
sS. 68. Czth.' You cannot ſay howeyer that 
our Senſcs are deccaved : tor in this great My- 
ſtery they have a right perception of their pro- 
r Objects, to wit, Colour, Extentiou, Figure, | 
Fic. Neither T ſuppoſe, will you ſay that the 
.udgment which Reaſon from the Senſes colleds, 


. *S-always infallible. 'For it fo, then (tor exam- 


our Szviour Whult living og earch ſhould 
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have been judged a meer Man : And the 4x” 
gells, app=aring to Lot and his daughters, no 
Angells but meer mcn : for {u would Reaſon, re 
lying on the outward Snſes, have judged. 

Proz. But in theſe examples Divine Revelation 
exprefly teaches the contrary. 

Cath. Then if in the preſent caſe you were 
aſſured by Divine Kevelatiou that God by a ſit- 
pernatural Poxer did on the Pric/ts conlccrating 
the Symbols produce a real Change of the Out- 
ward Elements into the Budy and Bl-3d of Chrijt, 
you would believe God againſt your Senlcs. 

Prot. I thould no doubt. 

S. 69. Cath. Can you have a greater afſu- 
rance hereof, then the expreſs Words of Chriſt . 
literally underftovd by the Conſtant Tradition of 
all Churches in all ages? 

Prot. Such an aſſurance truly would to me be 
fuſhcient. 

C2th. Then, ſince we are not met here to 
mannage a formal Diſpute, give me leave to 
deſire you ſeriouſly to peruſe what has paſſed 
very lately in Writings ol, this Argument be- 
tween Mznfier Arnauld a DoCtour ot Sorboy, 
and the moſt ſubtle of the Huguenot Miniſters 
called AMÞyficur Clirde. There, bclides Tcfti- 
monies of Antiquity, you will tind our Caths\ 
lick DoGirize acknowledged by the Prime Biſh»ps 
of Greece, Mwſcovy, Armenia, and many other 
Oriental Seas, who by their Atteſt 21715, fub- 
{cribed with their Names before I/3t:eſſes, have. 
G 4 


profeſſed » _ 
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rofefſed that the DoQrine touching the Real 
Preſence and Change of the Vifible Elements into 


\ the very Bdy and Blood of Chrift, is the conſtant 


Dodtrine of all their reſpeRive Cnnprgthubr, 
and that it has been fo delivercd to them by their 
Anceſtours from the beginning, 

Prot. Truly Sir. it this appear to me, 1 
ſhall not trouble my ſelf with Dowbts or Ob- 
jeAions from School Philosophy; nor examme 
the | ns ] How ſuch a change is made : 
which Examination hath been long fince con- 
demned by St. Cyrill of Alexandvia, but 
humbly ſubmit my judgment and affent to 
what God has revealed, as I do allo in the 
Myſteries of the Bleſſed Trinity, the Incarna- 
tion &c., For indeed I find that the Dodrine | 
touching the Holy Excharift has from the be- 
ginning bcen delivered as a Myftery alſo incom- 
prehcnuble by natural Reaſox. 

$.70. Cath.You may add hereto,that even the 
Calviniſts themſelves, though the moſt per- | 
verſe Enemies to this Myftery, yet afford a 
conſiderable Proof bf it agamiſi-themſclves. For 
ſeeing clearly the Traditizn touching the Reall 
Preſence fo tully atteſted in the Writings of 
the Holy Fathers and in Ancient Comncils , 
they, cven when they endeavonr with moſt 
eagernels to oppole it, oppoſe it in lan- 
uage counterfeiting that ot Axtiqnity; fo a- 
ſhamed are they tu renounce both the ſenſe 
and expreſſions too, of the Primitive Chmrch. 
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This may be obſeryed not only in the Po- 
lemical Writings of Meſtrezat, 4ubertin and 0- 
thers of. their Champions, but even in their 
Catechiſm and _ Confeſſion of their F aidh. 


For, there we read 
and *quickens' w with the ſubſtance 
of his Body and Blood, That be ® 
given ws in the Sacrament ateording to 
bjs proper Subſtance, And that, thowgh 


* be be truly communicated to us bath by 


Baptiſme and the Gofpel,, Tet that 
only in part, and not entirely | (© that 
it {cems, in the Excharitt they re» 
ceive him whole and entirely. ] More- 
over, that the Body of the Lord Fe- 
ſus, in as much as it bath been once 


offered in Sacrifice to reconcile us to God, it is 


That owr Saviowr zoureſhes 


Confeſc 
de Foy : 
Ar to 3 6 . ” 
Catech : 


Dimanch 


53" 


Ib. by) 20 
Ibid. 


now | in the Euchariſt ] given as to redify ws 


that we have part in that reconcilation. 


S. 71. And as for Engliſh Proteflants the 
time was within mans memory, when not 
only the Prelztes of this Church ( without #6- 
guenotical bypocriſy ) delivered their Belief. of: 
this Myjtery in expreflions very Catholicks, but 
his Majeſties learned and wiſe Grand-Fathber 
giving the world an account of the Faith of. 


that Church of which he was the 
Head, delivers it thus, Je atkhnow- 
ledge a Preſence | of Chriſt in” the 


Cardin« * 


Sacrament no leſs trme, then you -Perton. 


| Roman Catholicks ; ] byz we dave 


go But, Why are you a Proteſtant © 
nit determin' the manner of it» Neither truly 
dare we Catholicks, Thus learned Proteſtants 
wrote and {poke before this laftt, worſe th&n 
Zu inglian Reformation and new Rubrick, : ſince 
which time the Exglih Church has permitted 
all fanatical fſcarties to make her a brother 
.of all their frenzics, and a juſtificr of Dofirixs 
- which devour her very vitals. 

Prot. Enough of this , Sir, Be pleaſed now 

' to procecd to the next Point. 
5. Of Advration of Chrift in 
the Holy Encharifts 
- $- 72. Cath.The next controverted Doctrine, 
regatds the Adoration of Chriit in the H Jy 
Sacrament. Concerning which the 
Concil- (umm of the Churches Faith is com- 
; Trid. prizcd in this her Decition 3 I/boſo- 
,Sels. 13+ ever ſhall ſay , tbait Chriſt the only be- 
Can. 6» . gotten Son of God ought not to be 
! ad;red in the Holy Sacrament of the 
Eucharift with the Supream I "orſhip [ Latria |] 
even external-—- And that his Adorers are Idola- 
_ zers. let him be Anathcma. 

Now the Doctrine touchinz the Real] Pre- 
ſence , being once <liabliſhed , will {ufhciently 
jultify this - for certainly it is not onlylawtul , 
but our Dxzty to adore Chrift whercever he is 
truly preſent. And conlequentiy this PraGice of 
Adoring our Lord in bs Sacrament is by the. 
ame Univerſal Tradition delivered , and or- 
dained in al Paublique Liturgies , both of the 
Grecian 


— — = 


iS. x > A Mo. BW 5 


But, Why are you 4 Proteſtant ? gr 


Grecizy and other Oricutal Churches. 
 $ 73. But the greac, and too willing 
miſtake of our Adverſarics 15, that they im- 
pute to us the Advratioa of the Viſible Ele- 
ments ; Whereas the proper Obje& of our 


Wurſhip is nat any Vilible thing, Nay, we 


do not terminate our Worſhip petciſely in 
the B2dy of Ciriit which we beleive invitſt- 
bly preſcnt : The proper Objee of our worſhip is 
the Perſoz of Chrijt G14 and Man veiled un- 
der the Viſible Elemeats. So that in caſe it 
ſhould happen through ſome incapacity in the 
Miniſter, or defe& in the manner or matter, 
that the Elements ſhould not bz etfeCtually 
conlecrated , and yet we, ( belciviug Chrijts Bo- 
dy to be Sacramentally preſent, ) ſhould 
ſo worſhip him, in this iuteed would be a 
circumſtantial} miſtake, but hcre would be no 
Idlatry, nor indeed any fault in us, the Er- 
razr bcing ſuppoled undiſcoverable by us. The 
reaſon 1s, becauſe the B:lict of the Preſence 
of C brifts Body 15 traly grounded on Divine 
Revelation z and not a fond tancy ſuch as was 
that of the Manicheans worlhiping Chrift as 
peculiarly preſent in the Swx, or of the Iſrealizes 
conceiveing God to be peculiarly preſent mn 
the Calves at Bethel. And to this you may ce 
Daille yeilding hs conſent, in his Apology tor 
the Reformed Churches, the eleventh Chap- 
ter 


It is obſervable with waat ſtrange and 
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unreaſonable partiakty the Calviniſts treat 
Catholicks in this Point : They give their judg- 
ment that there is no danger:us Venome. in 
the Dotirine of the Lutheraxs touching this 
matter, and therefore have S#adioally grant- 
ed them admiſſion. to their Cenc which the 
Lutherans ſcorn. Now the Lutherans profeſs 
the Real Preſence of Chri?s Body together with 
- the Bread : and ſome of them acknowledg? 
Adoration dae to kun there. So that to a Cal- 
b\ mPinifts confcience.the ſame, or a worle Deftrixc 
| held by a Se&ary looſes all its poyton : it is 
_only dangerons to believe what the Church 
ecaches. Yea thoſe very Calvinifts acknowledg,”/ 
*alſo, that it Chrji} be in ſuch a ſpecial man- 
ner xeally preſent, Adoration would be due to 
him. Some Lutherans deny this. But whether 
they affirm or deny any thing , upon conditi- 
en they will ſtay out of Gods Church, they 
Thall ' be welcome Bretbrex to Calvinilts. 

Prot. Truly ſuch a di{-ingenuvus want of Ho- 
neſty and ſuch intereſſed Compliance is very 
ult'y to be condemned. You may now pro- 
ceed. 

6. Of tbe Sacrifice and Oblation 
of Chriſts Body ox the Alter. 
$- 74+ Cath. The next Point, with regard 
to the Holy Excharift, quarrelled at by Proteſt- 
ants, 15 our Dodrine touching the Sacrifice of 
*Chrifts Fody on the Altfr : Con- 
-  $4rning which the ſumrh of the Chyr- - Bull. Pii. 
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ches Deciſion is as followeth : I pro- P. IV» 


feſs that in the Maſs is offered to Grd Concito 


4 true, proper and ary Sacri= Trid. 
fice for the Living & the dead. By which S:l8. 22. 
Sacrifice that bloody Sacrifice perform-. G 1» 
ed once on the Croſs is repreſented, and _ 

the memory of it remains till the end of the world : 
the ſaving wertne thereof is alſo applyed for the 
remiſſion of thoſe ſins which are dayly contimit- 


ted by ws. | Ys 
All Catbolicks receive this Decifion, as it 
lyes : As for Schnl-men, they according to 
their cuſtomE, raiſe a world of unneceſfary D#- 
Putes, which are no where ſo multiplycd as. 
on this ircomprehenfible Myſtery of the Holy 
Eucharift., But as many of their @ucſtons 
ſeem no way neceſſary, ſo no Catholicks ate obli- 
ged to their Deciſions. | 
S. 75- Proteſtants ſet themſelves agaiuft this 
Sacrifice, upon a meer miſtake of the Tere , 
which they will needs afrm to 1umply an 
Immeolation : and therereupan argue , 
that the Roman Church manitcſtly Hebre g. 
contradicts .the Authowr of the E-> -26«+ 
piſtle to the Hebrews who affirms Th. 28« 
that Chrift hath xow once in the end 
of the world appeared to put away fin by the 
Secrifice of himſelf. And that be was once af- 
fered t1 bear the fins of many : and thence con- 
clades the abſolute Perfedtion of that owe Sa- * 
crifice of Chrit-orce offered, which did not + 
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_ be be repeated, as the Legall Sacrijfices 
id. | 
Bat this pretended Contradiftion will quick- 
ly vaniſh, it we conſider that though the S4- 
crifice made by Chriſt did accompliſh all ſorts 
of Sacrifices and Oblations in the Law, yet 
the forcmentioned Divine Anthowr in a ſpeci- 
al manner compares it to that great Anmuer 
Sacrifice ot general Propitiation, in which 
after the killing of the beaft, the High Prieſt 
a-ane, and only: once everv year, carrycd the 
Blo»d into the Hily «of Holies, and there 
ſprinkled it beforc God. In like manner did 
our Savixer after his bloody Sacrifice on the 
Croſs , aſcending into Hedven by his own blood 
entred into the moſt Holy place, 
Ib. 12. having obtained etcrnal redemption fot 


Ws 

Now theſe two Ads of Pricſtbood are by his 
commiſſion in a ſort, repeated by his Servants 
whom he hath ordained Pricfts in his Chrch, 
and who according to Saint Argn/iins expreſlion 
are [ propriiſſime Sacerd»tes | in a moſt proper Senſe 
'Sacraficing Pricſts. For antwerably to the At of 
Immolation, their S:crifice on the Altar is only 
Repreſentative and Commemorative, and expreſſed 
by Separating the Body from the Blood. Tet fo, 
that it 15 net bar:1y a Sign of Chris death, for 
that alone would not be ſufficient to entitle it 
a Sacrifice : but it allo contains the Vi&;m whole 
death is repreſented. And again with regard 

he to 
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many ages together, it was, in publick Commy.. 
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to Chriſts offring ? and 'preſenting to his Fathey. 
his cracified Body in the moſt Holy place, or High-. 
eft Heaven, his Prieſts truly and properly preſent 
and Offer to Almighty God the ſame Body and Blood 
really preſent on the Holy Altar, as a Propitiation 
for the Living and tbe Dead. Which Propitzation 
15 not at all mjurious to that Propitiation and E- 
ternal Redemption purchaſed for us by our Saviour, 
lince it receives all 1ts virtue from his bloody Sa- 
crifice, bcing inſtituted for an Applicatian of the 
ſaid Redemption. For thus alſo in an inferiour 
degree the ſame Propirzation is applyed to us by 
other Sacraments , as Baptiſm , Penzance, and 
Abſolution, and Extream Undtion, yea alſo by 
the I/ord preached, &c. And thus much even 
the French Calvinifts do acknowledge in their 
Cene, as hath been ſhewed. Now Ideſire you 
to judge what prejudice can come by the various 
appplications of Chriſts Merits. 

Prot. There ſeems to me now no ſuch great 
difficulty in admitting a Relative Sacrifice, and 
a proper Oblation. Theretore you need not en+ 
large this Point any further. 

7. Of Communion under One Species, 

$. 76. Cath. The laſt Subject ot Proteſtanes 
quarrels againſt the Church, with relation to the 
Holy Euchariſt , is ber Ordaining to the Laity, 
Commnnion under one: Species only. 

Now it is acknowledged that, as our Saviour 
inſtituted this Sacrament in both Species, ſo for 


| Tation of 4 , it 'bcing ordained to/repreſent the 
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pions, reecived accordingly : I fay, in. Publick 
Communion : for in other private occaſions, as 
in Sickneſs, at S2e, and generally among the de- 
vout Inbabizants of Deſarts,it was otherwiſe : yet 
thee,recerving in Owe Specics only, did not eſteem 
themſelves deprived of any virtue pcrtaining to 
the integrity of the Sacrament : And the reaſon 
is, becauſe they generally belieyed (as the Church 
has now declared that it is moſt true, that as much 
is contained in each Species,s nuder both':for whole 
& entire Chrift does exift under the Species of Bread, 
and under every particle of that Spccier:ia like man- 
ner whole Chrift does exift under the Species of Wine, 
and wnder its parts { when feparated. ] Upon this 
| the Chareh. without intendigg the leaſt 
Prejudice to her Childrey, has tl te fit, for” 
avoiding many inconvenicncies and irrevcren- 
cies which did frequently occur by the negligence 
and confuſion of ſuch vaſt multitudcs of Conuns- 
micexts recciviug the Blood allo, that all, exccp- 
ting the Przeff who <cz{cbrated , ſhould content 
themſelves in Peblick Communions, as from 
the beginning Chriſtiaxs did in Private, with 
our Lords Body only under the Species of Bread, 
which is not obnoxiousto the like incauvenien- 
cies ,/onlidering that hereby they ſhould not be 
loofers of any part of the Bleſſing. 

$. 77, This regards the Haly Excharift coo* 
fidered aSa Sacrament. But aSUis a Sacrifice, 
"both the Species gre neceſſary to the *conſii- 


fring both the Body and Blood ſeparatly. 


. -proceed to the following, Points. 
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Death of Chrift by ſhedding his Blood : Which 
repreſentanon is made by Conſecrating and of< 


Matters ſtanding thus , it concerns you 
to conſider whether this be a juſt cauſe of your 
Separation from the Catholick, Church in which 
you might have been partaker truly aud really 
of the precious Body of Chriſt ; Whereas in 
Congregations divided from her, you, inſtead: 
of the Body and Blood of our Saviour , muſt 
content your ſelf with a morſel of mcer brea 
and a ſup of wine. 

Prot. I will, by Gods affiſtance , think feri- 
oully on this. In the mean _ time you may 


| 8. Of Sacramental Confeſſion , 
Penjjance and Satisfattion.. 

S. 7. Cath. The next Catholick Dottrine (c- 
verely ceufured by you, as an imvention of 
the Clergys ambition, is the Obligation impoſ- 
ed by the Catholick Church on her ſubjetts to 
Confefl their Mortal firs, aud to ſubmit to ſa» ? 
tisfattions for them, according to this Canon , 
Whoſoever ſhall deny Sacramental Confeſſion to 
bave been inſtituted by Divine Law, or to be 
neceſſary to Salvation : Or ſhall affirm that the 
manner of Confeſſio® ſecretly to the Prieſt alonc 
( which the Catholick, Church from the beginning 
bath always , and ftill doth obſerve )) is age - 
ing from the inſtitution and command of Chrift, 
and that it is a buman invention; Let bim be 


WIT WIE eos os ett 


98 But, Ihyare you 4 Proteſtant ? 


er4ning furre 


This Duty .of- Confeſſion of ſins ſeems by 
this Canox referred to that | Commiſſion and 
. Priviledge given by qur Savimr_to 
Fobs.22+ his Apoſtles and their Swcceſſours, 
Ibofe ſever (ns ye remit, they are 


4 * 

Nt, 15-. remitted; and whoſe ſoever ſins ye 
1.3, retain, they are retained : AS Jike- 
Fams 5+ wile , to the Preccpt of Saint Famer, 
IG». Confeſs your fins one to another : 


| * Which Texts have been alwates in- 
terpreted by the, Hyly Fathers in the fame 
ſenſe. The univerlal Pradice likewife of the 
Fewilh Synagogue contormab!e Rereto adds a 
conliderable weight to induce us to a perſwaſion 
that it is by Divinc Iiſtitetion. For how can it 
be imagined. thaf by any humane invention a 
Dety {o* butthenfomm! to fAicſh aud Blood, and 
to eur . Natzral- Pride, could have bcen intro- 
duced generally into the Church, without (pa- 


' ring the awful] Majeſty of Kings and Modeſty of 


Oxrens, by an unarmcd Eceleftaſtic! Power, the 
Pope himſclt allo owing fach Submiliton to a 

fimple Preit ? © | 
'$. 79+ The ground of the neceflity of this $z- 
ergment” 15, becauſe thoſe who by Baptiſm ha- 
ving {ibmitted themfelves to the Churches An-> 
thor y,atterwards' do violate the Laws of the Go- 
ſp, ought to widergo the judgment of the ſame 
Church in the Tribunal of Penance, where ſhe 
exercilcs the Power given her of remitting and 
Now ſuch judgment is efteemed ' 
| as 
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as given by Feſws Chriſt himſelf, by whom and 
ni whoſe place his Prieſts are appointed Fudgess 
It is this i#vifible High Prieft who after Confeſſi- 
on, Sorrow and Satisfaftion interiourly abſulves 
the Penitent, whilſt the Prieft exercifes the exte- 
riour Miniftery, as a Subordinate Judge, without 
whoſe concurrence Sins ſhall not be remitted. 
$. $0. As for Satisfa&ions impoſed after Cons 

feſſion, they, according to the Chur- 
ches expreſſion, regard only Tempo- Concl. 
ral Pains due to our Sins 3 She does Trid.Seſſe 
not teach that we can fatisfiz God for 14. 
the guilt even of Venial Sins, or for Cay. 13. 
Etcrnal Pains. Moreover ſhe declares, 1 4+ | 
that theſe Satisfaltions are accepted of | 
God through the Merits of Chrift : and that they 
do no way obſcure the benefit of Chriſts death. For 
Chrift by his death has fo ſatisfied for our ſms, 
that it is Gods pleaſure his (atisfaQion ſhould not 
Eroduce its full effects, till it be by us particularly 
applyed in the uſe of his Sacramexts and works 
worthy of Penance : to which Works his Meriss- 
being linked, and not otherwiſe, our SatisfaTions 
will be accepted by him, through his pure Grace 
and Mercy. 

| The Lutherans, who {cem fo only to rely on 


Chrifts Paſſion tor the remiſſion ot their Sins, 


doubt not yet to profeſs that a previous Faith 
15 neceflary thereto, tor ſuch as are come to the 
age of dileretion, and Baptiſm tor Infants. The 


ditterence then between us is, that they pretend 
H- 2 to 


——— 


" 2aimncd in tbe Churcy : 


_— 
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0. be juſtificd by a Dead Faith, and we by a 


Living. Now therefore adviſe with your (elf 
whether you would forſake Gods Chwrch ra- 
ther then ſubmit your ſelf to a Duty, without 
which that eminent Priviledge given by. our Lord 
tohis Minifters forthe general good of his people, 
of remitting Sins, becomes vain and of no eſle&. 

Proz. I will ſeriouſly think on this : and now 
expect what you will ſay concerning the othcr 
Articles. 


9. Of Indulgences. 
'$. $1 Cath, I will, if you think pood, in 
the next place treat of the Point none" Indul- 


| gences, by reaſon of its affiuity to the former. 


Prot. I leave the Method to your own choice. 
. Cath. Concerning Indulgences then the Church 
hath thus delivered her tenſe : Sincc the Porrer 
of - grvins Indulgences bath been be- 


Concil. 


ftowed on the © bureb by Feſus Chriſt, 
Triden = andthat She hath made uſe of this Pow- 
Seſl.25. er,divinely leſt her, from antient times : 


the Holy Synod teaches and commends 

the uſe of Indulgexcer,s very beneficial to all Chri- 
ftiax perple, and approved by the Axthority of 0- 
wer Holy Synods 3 and that they ought t0 be re- 
And denounceth Anathema 
againſt thoſe rh» aſſert that they are unprofitable : > 
or deny that therc is & Forrer of gjving them in the 
Church. Nutwithjtanding the Synud admoniſhes that 
the granting of them be done with great moderation, 
ace —_ zo the ancient and approved Cuſtome | 
£28 


rn 


=_—— 
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the Church \ for fear lefi by two greaz a remiſneſs 
Ecc!efiaftical Diſeipline be weakncd. — 

Thus we are taught by the Church. And 
certail it is.that there is not any Point of Catho- | 
lick Faith which, taken ſimply according to the 
Churches own expreſlion, is more evident, as 
to the Truth of it, and leſs offenſive, as to the 
uſe, thtn is this touching D:dulgences. Yet af- 
ter all, there is not any one Pozxt ſo embrayled 
by Controvertifts diſputing for and againſt Ife- 
rexces and Interpretations made by ſeveral Schook 
men, which have occalioncd' molt horrible Scar 
dalls by abuſes committed in Pradtiſe : This 
having been the firlt occaſion of Lathers revol- 
ting and Schiſm, 

$. 82. Now foraſmuch as regards the proper, 
neceſſary ſen&e of this Car, thoſe very Schools 
men who advance the virtue of 
Indulgences much bceycnd what will Syarez. 
be allowed by many very learned Ca- Vaſquez. 
tholicks , yet do acknowledge that 
the Church by her Deciſion obliges us to bclicve 
as of Faith only this,viz. That oxly ſuch a Power 
of conferring Indulgences bas been left by our 
Lord to his Church us from ancient times has been 
prefiiſed and approved by former Synods, intend- 
ng tboſe that are uſually cited to that purpoſe, as 
the firjt of Nicea, Can. 1 1. of Neoceſarea Can. 3+ 
of Laodicez, Can. 1. and 2.. the. Fourth of Car- 
thage, Cap. 75+ and of Agdes, Can. 6. in all 
which Syzods we only had this, that it was _ 


IO22 But, Irhy are you 4 Proteſtant £ 


8! alwaics lawful and uſual for Biſh2ps to remit 
totheir Pcnitents ſome part of thoſe Canonical 
Penances which were inflited for certain 
crimes, *n caſe the life and laudable converſa- 
4: tion of the Pexitent did ſeem to deſerve fo great 
8 afavour; or it by ſuch ixdulgence they thought 
requilite to encourage weaker « briſt;.zns in times 
of Perſecution to ſuffer for the Faith. 

' Hence appears, that whatſoever beyond this, 
{ we read in Catholick IVriters, as touching the 
; xemillion of any pain due to Sin in the judgment 
+ of God, or after death in Prgatory, or touching 
certain clauſes in the Pxl's of ſome Popes or 
touching the Churches Treaſure conliſting of the 
Merit ot Chriſt alone, - as ſome, or of the AMe- 
rits of Saints joyned to thoſe of Chriſt, as others 
conceive, &c- not any of theſe arc neceflary 
Poixts of Catbolick Faith. 

Thus in effc&t the Catholick Church requires 
no more to be afſented to, but what is taught 
and praGtifcd by every Congregation of Chrijti- 
ans upon Earth. All Se&s even Fanatichs and 

2zkers, denounce Cenſures againlt Delinquents. 
Muti all thofe Y enſures alwaies have their tull 
efict ? Is no mercy to be extended to humble, 
conttite Pexitents ? Shall no differcnce be made 
between Sinners converted, and thoſe that are 
remorficls ? This is contrary to hamane Na- 
ture aud the practiſe of a!} mankind. There- 
fore ſurcly you would not forlake the Catholick 
lowing that which all Chriſtians 
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- $. $3« Prot. If this were. all that the Roman 
Chuxeb teaches concerning, Indulgences, they are 
much to blame who condemn: here + But the ge> 
neral Pradjſe. thercin contradicts you. Do we 
not ſee the virtue of Indulgences Extended t0- 
the othcr world ?-Do we not ſee in the tengqur 
_ of promulgated Plenary Indulgences.. al Sinners 
promiſed Remiſſion, and He.vex too, tor a. few 
Prayers recited, for viſiting a, certain , number 
of Churches, or disburſing a ſmall fum of Mo- 
ney ? Guid ergo wverba audio, cum fate vi- 
deam ? - | : 
Cath. All that you allegpe being contcſicd, 
what prejudice can that bring to you or me ? 
I told you that ſeveral Schoo-mex in their Spe- 
culations do attiibute more to Indulgences then 
the Church gives themm warrant for ? and this 
they theaſclves acknowledge. So it fares-in 
all Religions, that Opinions do in number far 
exced Articles of Faith. No wonder therefore 
if Popes do enlarge their Graces according to the 
meature of Opinions, not condemned. ., And 
who can juitly blugze them, fince they ' them- 
{elves reap no profit by all the Alms given ? In- 
deed in the former Ages great Scandal was g1- 
ven by the avarice of fuch as publiſh:d Indulgen- 
ces, and colleed the charitable Alms ot deyout 
people. Or which Scandal the h 
Chureb taking notice , #tterly aboli- Concal. 
ſhed that Office, and commanded Þi- Trid. Scfſ+ 
ſhops it ſuch occaſions to aſſume from 21+ de 
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Reforw. among the Canons of their reſpedtve 
'« &+ 9s Churebes to be Collefors of Alms, with- 
4 ' all ftriftly forbidding them to accept 
any reward at all for their labour. 

S. 84 Matters ſtanding thus, what harm 
flows to any by Indulgences ſo publiſhed ? 
Though perhaps not one in a hundred gains 
+ the full yertue of ſach Tudulgences, yet ſome- 
thing they do certainly gain; ſome reward 
they will reap from performing the good 
aQtons enjoyned, which probably would other- 
wile never have been done by many. How- 
ever, they looſe. nothing at all. They are 
taught, not to expe& remiſſion of unrepent- 
ed {ms,or to gain Heaven by an Lrdaulgence - for 
none are capable of the fruit thereof, but 
fuch as have with Contrition confeſſed their 
fins3 and received abſolution, and conſequent- 
ly are in the ſtate of Grace, but yet remain ob- 
'noxoius'to temporal puniſhments , from which 
an Jnaulgence, dubly made uſe of, doth free 
them. | 

$. 85. One incommodity indeed may juſt- 
ly be apprehended by a too profuſe and fre- 
quent conceſſion of Tyd:elgences, which is the encr- 
viting of Eccleſizftical Diſciplinc:to prevent which 
" the «© barch (as I aid in the entrance into this 
Point ) expreſly and earneſtly admo- 
riſhes that the granting of them may be Ibid : 
axe with great mideration accord» S2l8. 25. 
zng to the antient and approved Cu- 


bf of the Church Now 
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Now if all this care will not yet -fatis 
you, however {urely you will have no excuſe - 
for leaving the Chxrch upon this account , be- 
cauſe though there be never ſo many miſtakes 
or abuſes in the ordinary teaching of Private 
Dottours, and common praGice about Indul- 
Fences, you will not need to concern your felt 
in any of them; fince it you think fit, you 
may keep your money in . your purſe, per- 
form your Devotions in your private Clolet,, 
endeavour to fulhl all Canonical Penances 
which have been, or, by the utmoſt rigour 
of Ecclefiajtical Diſcipline, ought to --have been 
impoſed on you tor all your tins, and fo free- 
ly abſtain all your life time from making uſe 
of an Indulgence, 

Proj. Enough hath been ſaid on this ſubje& : 
proceed, if you think fit, to the next. 

10. Of Fuſtification, and Merit 
of Gord Works. x 

$. $6. Cath. Atter the diſcourſing of Confeſ- 
fion , Penance, and T:drulgence it will be tea- 
ſ{onable and proper to treat of the Frait ari- 
ſling from, or by occaftion of them, which 
is the Merit of Good works and Jrytification. 
There is ſcarce auy Point of Catbelick, Dofrine 
from which Proteſtants have ſought greater 
advantage to multiply fooliſh Books and 
{cnceleſs Sermons , then this touching Judtifics- 
tion ; and oft it falls out that their zealous 
InveJives againlt the Charch are then moli = 
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and bitter , when explaining themſclves, they 
preſently agree with the Churches ſenſe. Ot this, 
as ſoon as I have fincerely acquainted you with 
our Cath1lick DoTrint, I am content you thould 
be the Judge. | 

 $- 87. Firſt then, it is acknowledged that 
' + the Church teaches, That men are 
1 Concil. juſtified ( indced) by the imputation 
Trid. of Chrijts Tuſtice, and by Remiſion of 
Sefs. 6 their firs : but not by theſe only, 0 
CaNe. ,11+ 4 to exclude Grace and Charity ſhed 

MEE abroad in their hearts by the Holy 
Ghoſt : that ivin e&ffe&, That God docs noc 
jultify nor remir fins ro perfons while they 
perfilt in their fins and in a hatred of him. 
Again the Cbuych, making uſe of the ordina- 
ry -cxprefſjon of the Holy Fathers, | 
teaches , That a perſon jaitified truly Ib. can. 33 
merits eternal Life by his good Yorks. 

Now this word Merit (the word, I ſay, 
but not the true ſenſe-of it when they will per- 
mit us to explain it) is very off.nlive to Pro- 
zteſtants. But you having obliged your felt tv 
avoid partiality, will judge ot the @ hwrches 
ſenſe by what the further adds for explication 
- of this Poixt; and for clearing her {elf trom 
the imputation of encouraging men to gfo- 
rity themſelves, and to truſt in their own a- 
bilitics tor purchaſing . remiſſſon of fins and 
{alvation. 

$- 97. Thus then foe further teaches. Tr 3s 
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receſſury ta believe that fins neither are, 

ror ever bave been remittcd, but by Ib. c. 9. 
Divine Mercy freely extended to us, 

vv | the merits of ] Feſus Chriſt. 

tezin, We are ſaid to be juſtified Ib.c. $. 
reely, be canſe not any of thaſe things | 
phich precede owr Juſtification, whe- Ib. C. 16. 
ther Faith or Works , can merit that 

Graec. In the third place, Eternal life ought 
to be propoſed t» the Children of God, both as a 
free Grace mercifully promiſcd to them through 
Feſus Chrift \ and alſ> as a Recompence which is 
fait bfully rendred to their Good Works and Me- 
rits, by vertue of that Promiſe. Fourthly 

although in Holy Scriptares ſo much Ibid. 

# attributcd to Gozd Works, that 

Jeſus Chrift bimſelf promiſes that a Cup of cold 
water given to the poor ſhall not fail of a Re- 
ward , ed that the Apytle teſtifies that our 
light and momentary tribul tion workgth for us 
a far more excecding , eternal rreizht of glory; Tet 
God forbid that a Chriſtian ſhould either truſt or 
glory in himſelf, and #ot in the Lord, whoſe 
Gooducſs towards all men is ſo great that hes 


pleaſed, that the Free Gifts beſtow cd by bims 


on them ſhould be thiir Merits. 1 will add on- 


ly one paſſage more, out of a grcat heap , 
to the like effect. We, who of our 

ſelves, as of our ſelves, can d» no- Ib.Scls. 
thing, by our Lords cooperation , who + 14+ 
gives us ſtrength, can 4) all things : Cap» - 
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Thus man hath nothing in bimſe If for whiz vrds 
be ca glary, bit all our glorying is in Chriftſpte 
i whom we live, in whom we merit . in whodits 0 
. we ſatisfy, bringing forth fruits worthy of Rejural 
Fentance , which fruits take their vertue from hiaſſ\t 1 
are offered to the Father by bim, and acceptance 

© of the Fatber for bim. | _= 
Thus are we inſtruged by the Church in the 
Canncil of Trext and moreover m the Canox dffve . 
the Holy Maſs we are taught thugſtanc 

Can.Miſs. to pray. Mercifully vouchſafe, O Godye& 
t2 admit us into the Socicty of tbyfcar 

Apoſiles aud Martyrs, no: weighing our 7 
x but pardoning our offences through 'Feſu = 
Chrift. Ul 
$. 89. Can you now lay, Sir, that the Rona2uſpev 
Clanch teacheth her Children to glorite them-[Goc 
felves, and to rely upen their. own Merzts, four 
ex indeed to eſteem their Merits to be their [Me 
own ? ſhe muſt cance] the whole Scriprure if | 
ſhe would affirm that withaut a good lite and Ro 
Holineſs we may ſee G,d : Or if the hary at- Þn 
firm» that God has not obliged himſelt by a' 
world of Promiſes to reward our Good Works 
with Happineſs infinitely exceeding the valuz 
of them. 
But withall to preſerve in our hearts that F- 
molt eflential virtue of our Chriftizu Profeſſor, 
Humality, Ste further inſtruits us, that ovr 
Works as. Merits, are the pure free Gifts of God 
| ayd cfie&s of his meer Grace, which anc , at- 
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whieþrds: them all their value : That they are ac> 
:briftfepted and rewarded by God, only for the Me- 
whogjits of Feſus Chriſt. Yea further; that our Na- 
f Rural Corruption till remaining, atid mingling it 
v himſelf in- our belt ations, we can have no affi- 
cceptfance that they are indeed ſuch as God has pro- 
iſed to reward : And however, that though” 
e now ſtand, yet we have no aſftrance that 
oz offve . ſhall not fall. In a word the whole Sub- 
thugſtance of her Dofrine touching the preſent Sub- 
Godye& directs us to work out our Salvation with 
f tbyfcar and trembling; and when we bave done all + 
Mepe can, to acknowledge our ſelves uhprofitable Ser- 
cſurpants, baving only done our duty (it we have 
deed done that) and conſequently it God* do 
m21Feward us, it is to be aſcribed to his own free 
em-[Goodneſs and Grace, in whith alone we place 
rzts, four truſt, and not at all in our own imperfe& 
heir [Merits. | Y 
e it | 5. 90. And now, Sir, judge whether che 
and JRoman Chureb teaching theſe Dofrines can with 
at- fany ſhew be accuſed or ſuſpc&ed to have a de- 
y 2 'Yign to nouriſh Spiritual Pride in her Children 3 
rks þnd whether the firſt contrivers of Sehiſm* had 
luz peaſon to publiſh to the world, as the principal 
zronnd ot their rupture, this Article 'of Fuftifi= 
ztiou and Good Works z, and in oppolition to 
er, to make the people believe that the Fair 
vr py whichthey are to be juſtified muſt be a ftrong 
dolute Faxcy,' of their Eleton, and an afſu- 
ance of their Salvation z that a' holy life has 


n th& 


a, nm 
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Luth: IWorks dve rather harm then good; and 


laſtly, .that this monſtrous Kind of 


new invented Faith once had, can never be loft 
again, nor their right to heaven prejudiced 
by never ſo many, or never ſo heynous crimes. 
Among them there is no warking or Szlvatioy 
with fear and trembling. Aſſurance of Salvation 
in them annihilates the great C/-i/tiax virtue 
of Hope. Thus in the midſt of a world of Sins 
they will be aſſured of Salvation, to which AF 
ſurance Catholicks dare not pretend in the midſt 
ot all their Mortifications, Heumiliations, and affi- 
duous Devotions. Since therefores Sir, you are 
fo atraid of Pride, as indeed we have all reafon 
to be, be you the Fadge which of theſe Partics 
affords you beſt means to avoid it, and ſo, bcfi 
deſerves your Choice. 

Prot. A ſhort conſideration will ferve the 
turn for that purpoſe. Bz plealcd to 'pro- 


ceed. 
I Is Of In: 10catioh of Saints. 
6. 91+ The next Point cenfurcd by you is the 
Churebgs Dofrine touching Inwcation of Szints : 
thus expreflcd 1 in the Corncil » of Trent, 
Concil. Tt is good and profitable to call upyn the 
Trid. Saints, and to bave recourſe to their 


Sd. 25. prayers, ayd and aſfiftance, whertby to 
obtain from God many benefits by tbe 


no. influence thercin 3 yea that Good 


Merits of bis Son jcjnts Chrift, who 4 owr Redee- 
mer and Saciour. 
x In 
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In this Pojxr I ſhall briefly offer to you theſe 
couliderations , 1+ That it is a general Tradition 
of Gods © barch from the beginning, and not cou- 


— = 


In 


tradictcd by ſober Proteſtants, that gloriti:d Saints 
do inccſantly Pray for the Militant Chrrch on 
earth. 2+ It is unqucſtionable that we may de- 
ſire to receive benefit in particular by ſuch their 
Prayers. 3. That it contradicts all reaſon and 
modeſty in our Adverſaries to charge the addreſ- 
fiug our Petitions to them for that purpoſe with 
the horrible crime of Idolatry, fince we do no 
otherwiſe beg the Tnterceſion of Saints, thin we 
do that of our finfal Brethren alive, acknowledg- 
ing G-d alone to be the Authour and fountain of 
all good. | BE, 

$. 92. Hence it follows that the worſt ti- 
tle that malice it felt can with any ſhew of 
reaſon affix to this our Practice is, that it 
may be eſteemed ſuperfluores, in caſe it can be. 
demonſtrated, that $azzts at ſuch a diſtance can- 
not hear nor know our Requeſts in particu- 
lar. Yet neither would this enervate thc Chyxr- 
ches Dofirine or Pradice,; which by 
eminent Divines is proved to be 
laudab!le and profitable , though they 
did not always hear us : neither indeed has 
the Church any where determined her Belief, 
that they do ſo. But /2?ly, it it be the Church 
her fclf, and not ſome private Cath:lick Wri- 
ters, that you would queſtion about this ſub- 
x; obſerve, that in her publick Liturgy and 


Eftius- 


hy memo _ 
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Mit, celebrated on all the Feafts of Saints, ſhe 
continually addrefſcs her Petitions dircAiy to 
God alone , deliring him to grant us ſuch ſpe- 
cial Bleſſings by the Interceſſion of ſuch and ſuch 
Saints. Now it cannot be doubted but that 
Charity and mutual affiftance among tcllow- 
members of the ſame Body is very acceptable 
to God whenfoever and whereſoever pertormed. 
We are taught to believe a Communion of Saints: 
we doubt not of their Charity to us : our 
Communion therefore with them mult be to 
teſity our joy for their Happineſs, and our 
aſſurance that their Interceſſions for us are more 
prevalent with God, then the Prayers of our 
living imperte& Brethren : Therefore fince we 
may and ought , on occaſions to beg theſe , 
and to defire God to hear them for our good, 
much rather furely ought we to do the fame 
with regard to rhe glorified Saints. 1 leave it 
therefore to your conſcience whether you can 
judge that a ſeparation from Gods Church on 
this quarrel can be juſiiticd. 

Prot. At leaſi I ſhall never hereafter impute 
Idol stry to ber for this Pradice. 


12+ Of Veneration of Images 
and Relicks of Saints. 
 $- 93» Cath. The next Point of Cathbolick 
Dodrixe, and which has an affinity with the 
laſt, regards the Vencration due to Holy Images 
anfid Relicks, which is cqually cenfurcd by Pro- 
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teftants, wprefſcd in the 


It is thus e 


Cenfeſou of Faith ſet down by Pape Ball. Pjj. 


. Pins the fourth. I do mot firmly aſ- P. IV. 


ſers tbat the Images of Chriſt , of the 
Virgiu-Mother of God , «s likewiſe of other Saints 
are to be bad and retained, and due bonowr and 
Veneration to be given to them , and alſo to their- 
Relicks, | 

S. 94+ Now ty juſtify the uſe which Cathe- 
licks make of Images, the Vexeration due to 
them, and thatHKfuch YVeneration 15 moſt unjuſtly 
and calumnioully by fome Prozeftants interpye- 
_l to be Idolatry will be no hard task to per 

Orme | 

For common reaſon and the experience of 
all mankind inffru& us, that men do natyral- 
ly defire and delight to think or talk- aft on 
{ach things paſt, or perſons abſent fram whom 
they have received ſome Signal benefit, and 
much more if they ex an addition of like 
bencfits. But beſides. this, if the very thinking 
or ſpeaking of thera with affeQion be it felt a 
Duty advantagious to us, and conducing tg our 
happine(s,we will thank any perſon,and we will 
think 1t reaſonable to furniſh our ſelves with ſuch 
expcedicnts as are proper to put us oft in mind 
of them : which we therefore regard in. a far 
other manner, then we do ſuch things as repre 
feat to us only indifferent Objes. Is not 'ahis, 
Sir, {uitable to Reaſon ? ; 
- _ Prot» Tituly it (ocuns {o to me. 
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C:th. Then I defire you to examine your 
felf, and tell me, if. whilſt your thoughts are 
employed -on vain, or ptrhaps: finful objects, 
one ſhould on a. fu{den hold before your eycs 
'a Cracifix containing the Hiſtory of our Saviowrs 
Paſfi-», would not -the fight thereof recall your 
mind to_the contemplation of an Ohje more 
noble, more heavenly, to meditate on which 
-would be very. beneficial to you ? 

Prot. No doubt'it would. 

Cith. Again, may not one glance of your 
eye thercon fo refreſh your Memory as in a mo- 
| "amt to —_— you _ - wag” as _ of the 

Story, as perhaps the reading of a long Ghapter 
h "in Yhe-Goſpe would do 3 ; ns 
i Prot. That may be granted. 
jt $.'94+ Cath. May it not likewiſe have the 
ſame <&, and be yet more helpful to igno- 


i -Fant perſons who cannot read, and have weak 
it 'Memontes ? 
N "i, Prot. It may doubtleſs. 


$. 95- Cath. And are not ſuch reprefenta- 
tions, beſide retrcſhing the memory , proper 
alſo to raile in your mind holy aftcctions of leave 
| and gratitude to our Saviour ? 
j - Prot. It is confeſſed : But what is all this 
| to worſhiping or adiring a Crucifix or other 
i Image ? ou 4: 

Cath. Sir, T defire you, ſince theſe terms 
of Adaring and Iorſhiping in our common Eng- 
<> axc uſually-made to import the Szpreme Ho- 
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Mour due to God alone, that you would not (in 
imitation of your /ibelling Controvertifts, whole 
only aym is. by any arts to render our Relzgion 
odious to unwary Readers. make uſe of them 
In this argument :But take the Churches own ex- 
preſſion,& call the reſpe& we bear to Sacred Ima» 
ves and Relicks, Honour, Reverence.or Veneration. 

Prot. I am Content. 

S. 97. Cath Then, Sir, give me leave to ask 
you, Whether 1t is not another kind of: ſpe- 
cial regard which we have to Sacred and Heg- 
venly ObjeAs, from that we bear to profane ? as 
for example,Can you think fit to do all the fame 
things ina Church, which you would have no 
Scruple to do in yourhoule,or in an unclean place? 

Prot. Nv doubt, a difference is to be made. 

Cath. And would you not judge that perſon 
injurious to our Saviour, or to his Bleſſed Me- 
ther, who ſhould deface, {pit upon, or defile 
the Ridzres of cither of them ? And on the 0- 
ther fide, whether ſeeing another reverently 
kiſſing cithet of them, you wonld not collect 
thereby that he bore rcipeR to the glorious Per- 
ſons . repreſented ? 

Prot. Let all this be granted. aa 
. C:th. And would you call uch a reverent be- 
haviour of the latter perſon, Idolatry 3 elpecial- 
ly when he. (with the Church) pro» . 
feſſes that he 4ckrowledges no kind 4 Concil. 
virtue or Divinity in them for which Trid. 
they ſhanld be hanoured,. or that any Sefſ-2 
| I z . 
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pbicg # t0 be begy'd of them, or any truft v0 be 
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in them : which acknowledgment the Church 
r jeff requires from bim ? 
Proe. I cones, I fee there na Marks of Ids- 
tatry : but on the contrary, an expreſs renoun- 
$ oS. Cath Wall, Sir, fizce then Sacred 
things are otherwiſe to be regarded, chen "om- 
neon and profaze 3 and agamn, firce our Saviour 
and his Saizzts may reccive teftimonies of our 
Love and Duty, as likewiſe of Hatred and 
Sorn, by our very outward behaviour ſhewed 
to their Repreſentations 3 Moreover, Since it is 
that by Keprefent2tions we. are put in mind; of 
Perſons and things highly couducing to our 
happinefs, and which we cannot without our 
great prejudice negletX or forget » and Hhaſlly, 
Savce by there the 1gnorant alfo may very come 
modiouſly be mftructed 3, and likewiſe good at- 
feQions ray by them be raifcd in all our minds ; 
Woald' you rather foxtake the Commennz2x of the 
Church, then, with her, acknowledg; that due 
honow-and Vener atio1+ is. to be exhibued to theme 2? 
Prot. I have no Scruple to allow thus much. 
Cath. Tien furely you wilt have lefs fcraple 
to allow the fame Vencration to the very Badies, 
Membeys, or other Relicks of Saints. 
Prot. Be tt acknowledged : and proceed. 
F 13- Of Prayer fir ube Dead, 
.. _ Purgatory. 
$- 9g-- Cath ki the ucxt place we wall —_— 
| CF 
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der what you obje&t agamſt the Churchgs' Do- 
-Erine touching Prayer for the Dead, which 1m- 


plycs a State in them alterable to the better 'by 
our Prayers, Alms, &c. tor them : Which rate 


15 by the Church called Purgatory. Now it 
ſeems to me a wonderful thing that you ſhouid 
quarrel with Gods Chwrch, io as to think Commu- 


niou with ber unlawful, becauſe ſhe is charitable 
and compaſlionate to her tellow-members, as ſhe 


believes, ſtanding in great need of her alliftance» 


$ 100. Prot. That which we principally rc- 
prehend in this Pradfice is, that your Chareh, 
without any Warrant from Gods Iord, will im- 

this burthen on us. 

Cath. .If you had not diſmembred that Book, 
of Scriptxre which the Church once put into your 
hands, you would have found this 
Duty of Prayer and offering Szcrifice 2 Mac- 
for the faithful departed expreſly com- chab. 12. 
mended and praCctiled, even by the 43, 44+ 
Jewiſh Synagogue long betore our Sa- 
viour came into this woild. So that your Ar- 
gument 1$ like that of your Patriarch Luther, 
who could not find in Scripture Jutitfication by 
Works after he had torn the Epifte ot St. James 
ont of his Bock. | 

$. 101. Notwithſtanding even in your Serjp- 
tiere you find that, #2 wnclean thing can enter into 
the Kingdom of God. Neither have you any the 
leaſt ground tobclieve that Chriftians tullof many 
unrepented impert. tions are periely cleanſed b 
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Dying : Therefore unleſs after Death there be a 
lace where they may be purificd, you moſt cru- 
.elly thruſt them, without hope of redemption, 
nto Hell. 

And this you do in contradiQion to the 
greatelt Cloxd of Witneſſes that, I think, ever 
gave teſtimony to any Dirine Verity. For betides 
a world ot paſlages {prinkled in the Works of 
the H ly Fathers, among whom ſome have 
writen Books On purpoſe to entorce this Chz- 


_ ritable Daty towards the Dead, there never 


was any Church fince Chriſt. befides yours , 
which in their Publick, Litxrgies did not em- 
ploy their Devations and Sacrifices for the com- 
tort and aſhiliance of their Dead Brethren : Yea 
even your Engliſh Litzrgy 1s accuſed by Presbyteri- 
ans and Fanaticks of the ſame criminal Charity. 
$. 102. And as for the place it felt, in which 
we believe them to be detained , ftiled by the 
Church , Pargatoryz what a deal of unnc<Alary 
trouble do your Cozirov-rtifts give themlclves in 
gifputirg againſt the fire of Purgatory, & touch- 
ing the Naturc, intenſion ard duration of the 
pains ſuffered there : none of which are dcti- 
ncd or mentioned in the Churches Deciſion 2 
$. 103. Your partiality is likewiſe very un- 
realonable in this matter. For Calviz 15 by 


. you generally citeemed a Patriark, of great Au- 


thority .among, all your Sefs, who not- 
withſtanding afligns to the Suuls of the 
Faithful atier death # certaize place cat of Hea- 
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zen : in which they exped C ſaith he) - Galvin, 
the fruition of Glory promiſed them , ſp Ialti. lib. 
that all things remain in ſuſptnte wntil - 3+ C25. 
the coming of or Saviour to fudgment. yg. 6+ * 
Now this {o tedious ſuſpention and 
anxious expeQation of an Obje& vehemently 
detired, mutt needs be more grievous then a 
ſhort ſaffering in Purgatory, where probably 
ſuch a dclayed expectation makes the principal 
torment, and wiere perhaps the ſufferings of 
many , leſs imperte& Souls , may be leſs tor» 
menting then tome pains fſuffred in this lifes 
Yet becauſe Calviz will not call this his fanct- 
£d place, Purgatory , he is Orthodox, and the 
Chnrch only erroncous. He is Orthodox teech- 
ing in a manner, the very fame Dofrine taught 
by the Church, and yct men -can ' have the 
conſcience to torfake the Church: that they miay 
learn her Dodrine abroad in a ſchiſmatical 
Congregation. | "10 
Prot. Such partiality truly: I cannot ap- 
Prove. | | 
Cath. Theſe are the Catholic; Dottrines 
mentioned by you as evidently contradicqing, 
Scripture, and invented tv .promote' Ambiti- 
on and Avarice in the Catholic; Clergy. - And 
belides thele , other Pozats of Controrerfie there 
arc, wiich though not charged © with fuch 
an imputation, yet are cltcemed by - you ot 


moment, ſufhcient to drive you out of Gods 


Che#rch, Do you think good that we ſhould 


take notice ot thei alto 2 L., Preote 
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Prot. Yes. 

14+ Of Celibacy of Pridfts. 
$. 104. Catb. The fir then that I will 
mention ſhall be the Chxrch& Ordonnanee touch- 
ing "elibacy of Priefts. It is confeſſed by us 
that this is only an EFecleftaftical Conſtitution : 
It is alſo confeſſed by the moſt eminent as» 
mong you, that if your Clergy would fſub- 
enit to (ach a Conſtitution, Eeclefiaſticall aff airs 
would be better ordered. It they ſay, that 
all men beve 'not the Gift of Continencez they 
may be told, that in cafe any one of them 
wants this Gift, why does he intrade himfſclf 
into the Ofhce of a Spiritxa} Peftowr ? Who 
eompels him thereto? Yet withal] the fame 
perſon in his. younger days, . had the Gift of 
Contixence , whilſt he enjoyed 2 ſubſiſtence by 
a Felowſhip in the Univerſity; Does then his 
Approaching to the Alter expel] that Gift ? or 
does Ordination make a wite neceſſary in theſe 
latter days buly, whercas never any former 
Chrifian Church, not in Greece it ſelt , would 
permit any perſon, after made a Prieſt,” to 
marry ? Evcn thoſe very Cormncils forbad this, 
which ' permitted marryed men to receive 
Prieftb>od, It therefore there be among them 
4 want of ths Gift of Contixence, it is their 
own fault : generally ſpeaking, they want it, 
becauſe they are unwilling to enjoy it, and 
will not make uſe of Prayer, Reading, Abſtinence, 
. Solitude, and other means proper to continue * 
A 
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And will you, Sir, leave Gods Charch , be- 
cauſe thoſe whom God hath appointed to 
fake care of your ſou], have not, neither defire 
to have Wives ? | 
Prot. Go on to the next Point. 
15. Of abſtinence from fleſh 
enjoyned in Faſting, 
$. 105+ Cath. As not inthe former Cy- 
ftztmtion , lo neither in this by which the Church 
commands Abſtinence from fleſh ou dayes of Faſting, 
can you have any pretention to impnte to 
our Church, as we may to yours, that ſhe 
favours carnal attcRions? In the former, 
her Clergy impoſed on themſelves alone the 
burden of renouncing all , even otherwiſe law- 
tul, fatistations to the fleſh : And for this 
you, who are nothing concern'd , will be an- 
gry, and forſake a Church becauſe Mortifics- 
tion 15 practiced by the Pſtorrs in it. In' this 
latter Ordonance ſhe indeed , 1 mcan her Cler- 
gy, reſtrain in (om? meaſure the appetites ot 
the Layty, but they do not in the mcan time 
favour themſelves. If it were not good tor 
our Souls to abate the intemperance of our 
Bodies , Ecclefiatticks would -not afth& them- 
ſelves by practiling it : And if it be good, 
Laicks are, ro blame to find fault with 
ik. 
$. 106, However, I cannot judge you fo 
unreaſonable as to joyn with your hot-headed 
Controvertiftls and Preachers, who for theſe 
two 
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two Ordinauces fake impute to our Church 

the teaching of the Doctrine of De- 

Þ. Tim wils, an forbgling to marry, and 

* © bo commanding $0 abſtain from meats--lince 

it is maniteſt that theſe Hereticks , 
of whom Saint Pax! prophefied , and which 
appiered ſhortly after in the Church, utterly 
condemned Marriage in all, as an abominati- 
on in it felt : and taught "that all Creatures 
having life are compoled of particles of the 
ezzl Deity, and theretore to. be had in execra- 
tion. Now, Sr, can you obſerve any afhni- 
ty betwecu theſe Doirines , and thoſe of the 
Catbolick, Church, teaching that Marriage is 
honourable in all, who are called to it 3 but 
yet that Vrrgizrty eſpecially in perſons couſe- 
crated to Gd, is better : And again, that all 
Gods creatrrres are goed, and to be received with 
thankggivirg , but yet on f{oine tew days when 
weare tor the good of our Sels to fubdue our 
carnal Lu?s, t- rmenting in our Badzes, It 1s 
expedient to abſtain trom fome more nouriſh- 
ing meats, thouga othcrwile in themſelves 
lawtul and good? 

- Frot. 1 am (uthciently perſwaded Saint Pan! 
never intended you in that Propheſie. And 
now , Sir, it will not bc —_— you ſhould 
troub'e your felt about any other Points de- 
bated among us : None ot which ( as neither 
indeed the two Jatk ) being of ſuch moment; 
as to oblige avy vac to break from any Char: 
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chts Communion at all :- Since -all the Daxbes 
concerning them confiſt in this, Whether @ fin 
gle Chriftian my ſafely judge bimſelf wiſer and 
bolyer then the Church. 

Cath. God Almighty eſtabliſh in your bcart a 
love of bis Truth and Peace. And now tor a fare 
wel; give me leave to add a tew conliderations 
touching the general argument of both our Dif- 
courſes. 

Prot. I give it willingly. 

$. 107» Cath. Then; Sr, you may remember 
how at our laſt mecting I told you that it wes 
thc common artifice of your Ceontrovertitts, when 
they are charged with Schiſ-r, to delay the ex- 
amination ot that mol} important Poixt, till the 
Greek Calends, that 1s, till all other particular 
Controverſies be debated to their fatistaQion, 
which will never be.But now I mult alter the ex- 
prcflion, and tell you, it is not fo much a vo- 
luntary artifice, as pure ncceſlicy that put- them, 
and you, upon that unreaſonable Meth-d. 

S. 108. Witn a Catholich is examined why 
he is (o, an Anſwer is readily ſuggettcd to hum, 
that it cunccerns the fatety ot his Soul fo be a 
member of that Church which from his Creed 
he learns to be Holy aud Catholick, : and that 
the Roman is fuch, having ail the Marzs. by 
which the only tre Church 1s charactcrized in 
Scripture. He antwers directly to tne Oncſtion, 


' without comparing particular Texeyts of his 


Church with thole of other divided Congregati- 
08 
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on7, which requires much Study and learning 
Þþcyond the ability of ordinary Catholicks : 
whereas the moſt ſimple are unqueſtionably per- 
ſwadcd of the Authority of their Chxreh and that 
keeps them ſafe 1n it, againſt all the captious 
Objettions of Sed ries endeavouring to ſhake 
their Faith in particular Dodrixz, the juttitying 
of which they leave to thur Teachers and Gover- 
MONYS. | 

S. 109. But a Proteften: being examined, 
#by (tor exatnple) he is a Member of the Church 
of England, it never enters into his thoughts 
to jultity his Church by the Marks of Unity, Ar- 


tiquity , Succeſſion , Univerſality , &fc. nor does | 


he pretend that his Charch has any Anthurity 
from Chri{t to oblige him to believe ber rather 
then any F anatich Congregations 1 tor ſhe ber 
fef will not ſuffer him to fay fo. What does 
he then ? Truly he leaves his Chxrch in a de- 
tperately forlorn condition ; he never thinks of 
cr, though fhe be the only fabjeR of the ©xe- 
fon, but diverts his fancy to {py out faults and 
errours el{where, comforting himlelt with a 
perſwaſion that he has found them; though per- 
haps he be not able to penetrate into, or truly 
fiate one Point of Controverfie. 

And this ilogical Mezbod, Sir, you have ob- 
ſerved in this Diſconrſe : and as logical as it 15, 
I am confident you cannot mend it : for doubt- 
leſs it you could have furniſhed your ſelt out 


ot your Anti-catholick Vriters, or it your felf 
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could invent any ſpecious Arguments to recom= 


:| mend to any mans liking, or cteem the Charob 


of which you profels your felt a Member, you 
would not have negle&ed the doing it 3 you 
would not have been quite filent in the only 
matter which you were concerned to prove. 
Now, Sir, F am not delirous to take advan- 
tage againſt you from your paſt Mezbod of pro- 
ceeding. Take your own time to: think better 
of it, and if it be your pleaſure that we may 
have # third Meetixg, 1 ſhall willingly expe& 
a dire& Anſwer to my Queſtiou, I/by are you 
all a Proteſtant 2? | 
| Prot. 1 will through Gods Grace ſerioufly 
think on vis : and 1 will either provide a fa- 
tistacory Anſwer, as you require, or . give you 
leave t9 conclude, that my eyes are opened to 
fee the true Catholick Church, of which I will 
live and dye a faithful Member. 

$. 110. Cath. Gods Holy Spirit dire# you. 
And be pleafed to take this Admonition with: 
you : That unleſs you can find out a way to 
demonſtrate the Proteftayt Church, in' whoſe 
Communion you have hitherto lived, to be a true 
Member incorporated into tbat Catbolick, Church, 
which (unle(s the Creed be falſe) had a being 
before Proteftsncy was heard of, and fo conti- 
nues the fame, your Soul is in evident danger, 
unleſs you forfake her : It will neceſſarily tol- 


low allo (except fuch a Demonſtration can be. 
produced) thatz. without furrher exammatior 
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all thoſe ſpecial Do@rins, which Yyou- have hi- 
therto triumphed in, as Chriftian Verities; are 
eerfainly illufions and errors, becauſe not pro- 
| tefſed in the fame Catholick Church; 

1 Tam. 3+ + which alone is the Pillar and Ground 
I 5+ of Truth, and whb:ſe Teaching who« 
ſorver will not bear (and believe) 

Mat. 18. 15, by our S$:tiours {enteuc>, to bc 
I 7 eftcemes 45 a Heathen and Publis 

C2. . 

$ 111+ AndinJeed, to deal pl:inly with you, 

it was more then you could jultly challenge jn 
the preſent occation, that I ſhould have the 
compliance fo tar, as to attend unto the charges 
and acculations laid by you againtt the ſpecial 
Doedrins of the Catbolick Church : tor fuch ac- 
cufations could have no place in an Anfrer to 
be made to the @zeſtion . propoſed in the begin- 
ning. Indeed it 1 had now (as may be done 
another time) preciſely imputed Hereſie to you, 


"jt might have been proper for you to jultihe 


your particular. Tenets, and allo to recriminate.; 
But 1t was only the C-ime of Schiſm that I laid 
to the Charge of Protejt.ant Chxrchcs, and there- 
fore asked you the Qucltion, by are you @ 
Proteftznt Now to thus Decſtion, thus 1nten- 
ded, no Anſwer can be propcr but ſuch an one 
by which you ſhall endeavour to demonttrate 
that the Protejtant Ch:rch, in whoſe Commur- 
won you live, is not Schiſmatical, that it is 
uot divided trom the Catholick, Church which 


never 
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never did nor never ſhall fay!], and that it. has 
all the Marks which declare a Church to. be 
Cath»lick. This you have not done : and no 
id | wonder, Since you can find no-help for ſuch a 
bo. | putpole from any of your }Friters. And yet 
ve) | "all that can be done, all other Diſputes are to 
þ- | no purpoſe, neither can Catholicks be obliged 
>1;» | 10 engage themſelves in them : or if they do 
fo, it is only to ſhew you that, being evident- 
ou; | 1y _ confeſledly Schifmaticks, you are allo He- 
reticks. 
thi F. 112. Now, Sir, Since I atn aſſured you' will 
ges fhnd it utterly impoſſible for you, this way, 
cat | fo excuſe any of your lately erected Churches 
ac. | from the guilt of Schiſm it till notwith- 
- to | ftanding- you will refolve to perfilt divided 
vin- from that Catholick Church, which has bzen 
one | delerted by them all, my feat is that for the 
ou, | ſiupitying of your Conſcience, you will think 
:6- | It neceſſary to make ule of that, lately ſo cry- 
ate; | <4 up,S9czuan Opiat, I mean, that de. 
1zig | fperate Principle, That Schiſm is one Hule's 
-re- | of thoſe The-logical Scarcrows,, with Diſcourſe 
| which thoſe who bold a party in Reli- of Schilin. 
ren- | £5071 wſe t0 fright away 4 as making | 
one | enquiry into it, are ready to relinquiſh and op- 
rate | Poſe it, if it either appear erroneous, or ſuſpicious. 
Wherexs whoſoever ſhall, with a true and unpre- 
tended Conſcience, perſwade bimſelf, or but ſu- 
ef, that the Church requires a Profeſſion of falſe 
Dodtrins, or conformity to -unlawtulaiPratli 
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and a this bach particular perſon maſt be the 
beds in ſuch & caſe he not only may, but is, ob- 

to ſeparati from the Church : and by ſuch 
Rion not be, but the "burch, is guilty of 
5: iſm.. Now, Se, 15 not this Prixciple a Pre- 
ſervatize of ſoveraign virtu2 againſt all remorſe 
of Conſcience for $cbiſm ot Herefie ? 

Prot. But what would you bave a man fo 
perſwaded, or fa ſuſpcRing Erregrs and Miſde- 
meanars tO be in the Church, to do ? 

Cath. I re&dily enough grant, that in ſuch a 
Caſe the man mult neither profeſs, nor do any 
thing againſt his preſent canſeicnce : And con 

77 wy uently, 1 do not ſay, he muſt ſeparate, hut 

if the Charcb for his cbſtinate diſobedience ſhall 
caſt him out, he muſt be patient. But the 
truth is, his ab is deplorable, tor every way 
he is expoſed to extreameſt danger. If he con- 
forms againſt conſcience, he fins mortally by 
damnablc Hypocrifie, If he refuſes to cuntorm, 
that is, to ſubmit his private perſwaſion, or Sw- 
ſdicion, to the Teaching of the Church | I mean, 
the Catbolick, Church | 7 his jn 15 yet __ hey- 

nous, being a CR Difobedience to the high- 
eſt and mot Dirinely ctbliſhed Autbority upon 
Earth, from the guilt of which Diſobedience no 
c$aates of conlcience, how unpretended foever, 
cap acquit hum. Ocherwife none but falle Hy- 
ites and ſubtile pretenders of conſcience 

can be guilty either T7 Schifm or Herelic : yea, 
the prouder mcg arc, the more ſelt-conceited of 
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their own judgments., and more addicted tn 
entertain ſuſpition and contempt of their 
iors, the more. innocent thcy- ſhall be. .. 

that a full perſwaſion, or, 1t ſcems, but ſug? 
tio that any Heretical Doftrines are Orthodoxy 
wilt excuſe all Hereticks, even the moſt bla{- 
phemous, from all guilt and danger, and more- 
over, at the cnd of the account the Gorcruowrs 
and lawful Teachers appointed by God in his 
Church, in caſe they excommunicate ſuch Or- 
thodox Hereticks, mult alone be eſteemed Here- 
iehs and Schiſmaticks, only for teaching Truth 
and doing their Duty. 

\ $. 114+ Indeed, it he who called Schiſm a 
Theological Seatcrarw had mtenCel to apply that 
Expreſton to lingle divided Churchcs, whole 
bixth has perhaps been within mans memory, 
and particutarly to the Church of England (ſome 
Fundamental D-&rims whereof, to my knows- 
ledge, he did not affent to, and whoſe Eccleſi- 
utica! Government he did not approve) his 4/- 
ertion may be juſtified to be grounded on Rea- 
fon. For who can tell how a Separation from 
any of ticin can be called Schiſn 3 or Tenents 
contradictuig theirs, Hercſie ? They all mutu- 
ally favour one another with the Title of Pure 
Reformed and Suttciently Ortbodox Churches : 
So that in witch {over among them any one 
hall kve, and fron: which ſoever of them any 
One Nail ihink £2: to depart, as laing another 
better, this, accor3iiy to their commen grounds, 


_ 
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muſt be accounted a rintter, in 'a manner, in- 
different, and however there is in it no datger 
of incutring the guilt of Schiſm, ſo it be dune 
with an znpretended Conſcience. It ſeems there- 
fore to me an AR unjuſt and unſuitable to the 
grounds of Pare Reformation in ſome late Pre- 
Latical Writers, who charge with the Crime of 
Schiſm their tender Conſcienced Orthodox Bre- 
thren tor deſcrting their Communion : as it was 
anciently in the Donatifts,  thole Arch-comrivers 
of Scbiſms for doing the ſame to the Primianifts, 
Maximianifts and Rogatifts, (ubdivided Sefts, 
Spawned from them. | 

It is plain therefore that among all Reformed 
Congregations, Schiſm is a meet Scar-crow, and 
the like may be ſaid of Herefie : And the rea- 
fon is, becauſe both Herefie and Schiſm mult 1n- 
clude an oppoſition to that Church only which 
can julily challenge an Azthority to determin” 
what DoGrins are truc and neceſſary to be be- 
lieved by all Chrftiuns, and to obliege all under 
penalty of Anathtm2's to joyn in her Commmu- 
ion : Which Authority only _ belongs to the 
Catholick Church, and which is not ſo much 
as pretended to by any Reformed Congregati- 
ONS. | 
S- 115- Hence it ncceſſarily follows, that 
the entertaining a perſwafion that the Catholick, 
Church (to which God hath made a Promiſe 
that be will lead ber into all Trath) is guilty of 
Zrrojirs, can proceed only from an excels of 
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Spiritual Pride : But it is moreover 
A'swatle, an obſtruction of Reaſon, Epipban. 
upon a meer ſuyfdicion of ſuch Errors, Dit, 
to elicem one's Self obliged to ſepa- 
rate from her Communiox. But {o peſtilent is the 
Nature of Spiritual Sins, -that though all men 
condemn them, and moſt men are deeply ftain- 
ed with them, yet not any one can fee them in 
himſelf. Where ſhall we find an uſuring Op- 
preſſur acknowledge himſelf Covetous ?. or an 
ambitious man, proud ? So never did any 
Schiſmatick, (ay, or think himfelt Such. He ac- 
knowledges that he ſeparates from the Chwrch, 
and boaſts of it : yet he will not endure to be 
elteemed- a Schiſmatick, , as it Sin lurked only 
in the Greek exprefſjon. | 

To cqnclude, Naleſs you will impute to all 
the Antiext Councils and Holy Fathers of Gods 
Cherch nat only the utmoſt extremity of igno- 
rance and folly, but likewiſe a baſe partial in- 
tereſſedneſs, and moſt execrable Tyranny in de- 
nquncing Anathema's againſt Diſſenters and Se- 
paratiſts, you will judge a Separation from Ca- 
tbolick Communion -to be no vain Theological 
Sear-cryp, Such a ſleight Qpinion of the harm- 
leineſs of Schiſm was not firſt branched in this 
Age. Saint Anguſtine will intgrm 
us , that in his days, There were Aug. E- 
Jome who ſaid, We thought it made piſt. 48. 
no maitcr where (that is, in what 
Commuyion) we preſerved the Faith of Chriſt - 

. _ 
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But (faith he) vbauks be given to ewr Lord, wh» 
bath gatbered us from ſeparation,and hath mad: ma- 
wifeft to us, that this is a thing pleafing to God, who 
f One, to be ſerved in Unity: Such horrotr had 
Heſe great Lights of the Church of the Crime 
ot Schiſ, that according to their 
Dionyſ® Judgment, even Martyrdom it feff 
lex. af. cannot exre the deadly poyſon of ts : 
Epſeb.!l.6 And, that the Martyrdom to which 
Pacizr. we expoſe our ſelves by hindring Schiſm 
Epi. 2. inthe Church, is no leſs glorions, uhyn 
that which is ſuffered for refuſing to 
tren.l. ;. Sacrifice to Idols : That there cannot 
Co 62+ poſſibly be made any Reformation of 
ſueh importance us the miſchief of 
Schiſm 34 perniciow : And m a word, That 'it 
| ed1mot poſſibly be, that any one ſhould 
Mug-F- ave a jwft cauſe to ſeparate from Ca- 
pitt. 48. wvholick Communion. More to this 
purpoſe you may find in the Second 
Sion of the ColleQion of Tefliuuonics ont of 
the Holy Fathers at the cnd of our former Dif- 
courſe. 
Prot. I well remember them : therefore, it 
you pleale, here we may make an cnd. 
$. 116- Cath. Farcewel, Sir, and pardon the 
frecue't urging of this moſt neceflary Admom- 
#7. Ir I thought you would require it, 1 
could very eaftly have concluded tiis Diſcourſe, 
as I did theiformer, with a ColeTFio of Teftimy- 
zics from the Holy Fothers-to juſtihe the Chur- 
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:hts Dofring through all the Points here menti- 
oned. But ſuch a Coli having been the 
only Subject of many great volumng publiſhed 
by Catbolick, Dodors, it will be ſufficient to re- 
fer you to them. I will only defire you to take 
notice in peruſing them, firft, That never any 
ſuch Book has been written by any Proteſtant. 
And ext, that ſuch Colleftions have becn made 
by Catbolicks to ſhew that their whole Religion, 
came by deſcent from the Antiens Fathers : 
Whereas Proteſtants only upon a pazticular occa- 
fion, Sele&-ſorne ab{cure, ex ambiguous paſſages 
from their Writings, with a purpoſe £0 a 
miſt before the 'cyes of.unwary Readers.that.they 
may ſo elude the force of thoſe Teſtimonies far 
exceeding, m number, and :more perſpicuouly 
evident, produced/by Carnolicks. T1 
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